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THE UNSUCCESSFUL COUP D'ETAT IN AFGHANISTAN 

Paris LE MONDE in French 8 Aug 79 

[Part 1 of }-part article by Jean de la Gueriviere) 
[Text] Hundreds Dead in the Fighting at Kabul 


Calm has returned to Kabul after the crushing on Sunday, 5 August, of 

the revolt of the Bala-Hissar barracks supported by Islamic guerrillas 
opposed to the regime of Mr Taraki. Supported by tanks, helicopters, 

and aircraft of Soviet manufacture, the partisans of the government 
needed half a day to finish eff the rebels. The fighting, according to 
witnesses, was very violent, causing hundreds of dead and wounded on 

both sides. It appears that the plotters counted on the support of other 
wnits of the army, but these did not move. 


On Monday the situation appeared normal, despite the presence of troops 
and tanks in the capital. The curfew is again set at ll pm. The 
authorities have had distributed leafle.s asserting that “the agents of 
reaction in Pakistan and Iran have been svept away." Tehran and 

Islamabad deny any participation in the uprising, ani describe the 
accusations of the Kabul regime as “without foundation.” In the opinion 
of the Pakistani minister of foreign affairs it is ai attempt “to distract 
the attention of the Afghan people from the worrisome state of the internal 
affairs of the country." 


We begin below the publication of a series of articles from our special 
correspondent in Afghanistan, Jean de la Gueriviere, who has just returned 
from Kabul. He reveals the reasons for the disquiet which prevails within 
the armed forces, the main support of the pro-Soviet regime. 


The Tribes Against Marx 
l. The Disarray of the Army 
Kabul. -~ Night has just fallen, and with it silence comes to the city 


well before the curfew. With the sudden reduction of pedestrians, the 
soldiers posted everywhere -- particularly nervous before the public 








buildings and embassies -- sees more numerous than ever. We are driving 
in the Micro-Rayans quarter, a complex of recently-built houses where 
Afghan officials and Soviet aid technicians live. Wot all the families 
of the latter have been evacuated. Some Russian women take walks in 
groups between the concrete walls of the houses, taking advantage of the 
morning cool. Soldiers stand guard before the door of each building. 


“Even here, last night,” said the European who is driving us in his car, 
“four soldiers were found dead and disarmed. They think that it was 
other soldiers, belonging to the sect of the Muslim Brotherhood who killed 
them at the time of the changing of the guard. The soldiers assigned 

to the guard at our embassy told our janitor about it. They have orders 
mot to trust their comrades, even in uniform, who approach them without 
known reason.” 


“Over there,” continues our driver arriving at an intersection, "a young 
man whom they had just arrested seized a gun frow one of the four soldiers 
who were guarding him in the back of a jeep. He killed two of them ard 
then committed suicide in the gutter.” 


It sometimes happens that one hears isolate’ shots in Kabul. This is 
generally a sign that a man on the point of being arrested prefers death 
to torture and resists. "This city is an arsenal,” confirms a frightened 
foreigner. “There are the arms of the troops, those of the rebels, and 
without doubt the most fearsome in the event of a big blow, those of the 
Khalqi.” The Khalqi are the members of the Khalq (people), the movement 
which usurped the Parcham (flag) within the sole party. Certain rank-and- 
file activists are armed like high officials, whose pistols and machine- 
pistols in their offices several foreigns on official mission told us they 
had seen. 


Improperly called “The French High School” because it was offered by 
General de Gaulle and because they teach scientific courses in French 
there in the final classes, but entirely under Afghan control, the 
istiqlal High School is, according to public knowledge, an assembly point 
where the party militia will find arms stacked if it has to defend the 
regime some day. All of Kabul is divided into districts controlled by the 
Khalqi. 


These militiamen fired at random into the crowd on 23 June when some 
lazaras demonstrated their devotion to Shi'ite Islam in the Djodi-Mewan 
seople's quarter (LE MONDE 26 June). The many dead -- at least 60 -- are 
‘xplained less by the determination of the demonstrators than by the panic 
of the Khalqi faced by an unforeseen event. 


All the “security” measures taken in Kabul aim more at frustrating a 
coup d'etat attempted by a part of the army than at an improbable attack 
on the capital by the rebellion. 











The latter is not far off, however. On 22 July it did not attack the 
Begram base, at present reserved exclusively for Soviet aircraft, but 
its immediate surroundings, 60 km from Kabul. However the rebels do not 
seem capable of launching an operation against the capital, all the 
accesses to which are guarded by military camps. Above the city one 
often sees helicopters equipped with rocket-launchers guarding the 
environs or leaving on murderous missions against the zones held by the 
rebels. 


On the almost deserted parking lot of the Intercontinental Hotel, the cars 
and the Peugeot 4046's of Afghan“our, the nationalized tourist enterprise, 
await hypothetical travelers. In June 1978 Afghantour and a French tour 
operator had invited us to Afghanistan to prove that the country was 
secure. There is no longer any question today of going to Bamiyan along 
the central road, as we did then. Captured and lost several times by the 
rebels, the southern road, through Ghazni and Kandahar, was taken at some 
risk and peril by several travelers in July in transit towards Iran. The 
rebels control the approaches to Chazni. 


During our stay the northern road, toward Mazar-I-Sharif, was cut twice. 
Diplomats having been prohibited from leaving Kabul, the only way of 
knowing if a road is open to traf‘ic is to go oneself to “feel our” the 
first roadblock as one leaves the  spite!. Despite some incidents, it is 
certain that traffic continues over ine northern road, over which passes 
everything coming from the USSR via the ports of the Amu-Darya River, 
particular!y large quantities of gasoline nccessary for military operations. 
This road crosses the mountains of the Hindu Kush through the tunnel of 
the Salong pass, 2600 meters long, cut by the Soviets between 1958 and 
1964 at an altitude of 3700 meters. The army guards in force the many 
bridges and the 5 km of galleries which protect the road from avalanches. 
But it was not able to prevent several “avalanches” which had nothing to 
do with natural causes, nor the blowing up of a telecommunications relay 
center; since then it has been impossible to telephone from Ka‘;ul to 
Mazar-I-Sharif. 


Furnished with a permit, we traveied over another strategic road, that 
which goes from Kabul to Peshawar iu Jakistan, over the Khyber pass. 
identity checks were made at the many roadblocks. The cars were searched. 
It is difficult to stop to admire one of the wildest landscpaes in the 
world without attracting the suspicion of the ever-present soldiers. 
Wheeled armored vehicles stand ready to leave at the entrances of many 
barracks. Ineide certain camps one sees large platform trailers which 
are used for the rapid transportation of tracked armored vehicles. 


A Territory 80 Percent Poorly Controlled 


Several days ago on this road, between Sairobi and Jalalabad, two travelers 
~~ a Frenchman and a Belgian -- were caught in an ambush. Rebcis forced 
them to stop their car by firing overhead. A few minutes later these 








travelers saw a gasoline truck explode on the road, and then tanks 
brought on trailers arrived and opened fire. This incident was known 
because some foreigners, who got out with their lives, were able to 
testify to it. Since the press never mentions the military situation, 

it is certain that other incidents have occurred without anyone's knowing 


» about them. Nevertheless, when we traveled over this road, it was used 


by many fully-loaded busses and trucks. 


Generally the rebels attack at nightfall, so that the air force cannot 
intervene. While they massacre Soviets and Khalqi, they seem not to 
kill innocent civilians willingly. It also happens that highwaymen, 
always active in Afghanistan, are taking advantage of the situation to 
rob many travelers of their baggage, especially on the Herat road. 


The first sign of the deterioration of the situation was the attack, in 
March, against the great metropolis of the West by thousands of peasants 
carrying the green flag of Islam. At least a hundred Soviets were 
massacred, along with a dozen foreigners confused with them. During the 
4 days of fighting there are said to have been more than 3000 dead. A 
traveler who went to Herat early this month told us that the atmosphere 
there was always very tense: a curfew at 9 pm, occupation of the great 
mosque by armed soldiers, and prohibition against going to the airport 
except by the bus of the Afghan airline. 


Another large city, Mazar-I-Sharif, is calmer. But some Soviets, and 
officials and cadres of the party were killed some kilometers from the 
center. The presence in the north of Russian Turkmen and Uzbeks, 

who had refused the collectivization of the herds and land desired by 
Stalin, and who were able to take refuge in Afghanistan until 1950, no 
doubt explains this. 


Certain regions are completely cut of the control of the regime. These 
are the Valley of the Panjchir, 100 km north of Kabul; practically all 
of Nuristan, on both sides of the Kunar River, and the Paktia. Towns 
sike Chaha-Sarai, Gardez, and Khost, in the two frontier provinces 

next to Pakistan hold out because they are supplied by helicopter. 


The Census, A Political Operation 


Outside the eastern part of the territory, where the rebellion holds away, 
there is the whole central mountainous area, the most extensive, where 
great numbers of guerrillas move about, but without occupying impregrable 
positions. On the whole, insecurity, in different degrees, prevails in 
80 percent of the country. But these are not the most heavily populated 
areas. The government exercises its control over half the population. 

The situation is fluid with regard to 30 percent of the inhabitants, 

in the central part, and one can say that 20 percent of the Afghans live 
in the zones where the rebellion does as it pleases. 











It was in these conditions that the first census ever taken in 
Afghanistan took place. Presented by the government as the result of 
the change of regime, this census was actually prepared 4 years ago by 
the UN, which had obtained the agreement of President Daoud, who was 
overthrown in 1978. Maps were made and psychological action was under- 
taken among the populations well before the “April revolution." 


Despite the advice of the international experts in charge of planning 

the operations, the government insisted that the census, properly 
speaking, take place, whatever the military situation, at the planned 
time, from the 15th of June to the 5th of July this year. For it it was 
a question of being able to say that it had the situation under control. 
Some 10,000 census workers went out in principle into the 33,000 communes 
of the country. The approximate results of this work are already known 
-- 14 million inhabitants -- but it is not known whether these are the 
results which the government will publish, especially with regard to the 
percentage of the population represented by the various Afghan ethnic 


groups. 


According to a foreign official of the UN, there were “accidents” and 
disappearances of census workers, but there is nothing which could 

permit cne to say with certainty that this was connected with the 
rebellion. The truth is that if all the census workers went into the 

towns where they had offices, some of them did not go out “into the field” 
into the zones held by the guerrillas and contented themselves with filling 
out the forms on the basis of “estimates” made before the beginning of 

the troubles. 


It seems that the rebels did not consider it opportune to oppose the census 
takers for an operation launched by the UN. In the same way they explain 
the absence of mines on the roads by the fact that the use of such devices 
"is not in the Afghan character." It is re probable that the guerrillas 
had not yet been able to obtain any. 


There is not one rebellion, but several, organized on the basis of the 
traditional tribes, each commanded by the members of several great families 
and without any link among them other than rejection of an "atheist" and 
Marxist regime, detested on this ground, not for an ideology the content 

of which very few of the guerrillas know, but for its interventions in 
spheres formerly ruled by custom. Nevertheless, according to an American 
source, it is possible that some contacts among rebel chieftains, estab- 
lished recently in Pakistan, are resulting in a certain coordination of 
action. 


An army of 120,000 men, staffed with several thousand Soviet experts and 
equipped by Moscow with modern material, is engaged in a genuine war 
against rebels who essentially possess arms captured from the enemy. 
This war has already caused several tens of thousands of dead. The 
hospitals of Kabul are full of wounded soldiers. 














More and more military men are wondering about the legitimacy of a power 
which forces Muslims to shoot at other Muslims. Occurring after quite a 


few others in the provinces, the mutiny of the Bala-Hissar fort on 5 August 
at Kabul, is a new demonstration of this disarray. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


*PROLETARIAN INTSRNATIONALISM' WITHOUT PROLETARIAT (PART II) 
Paris LE MONDE in French 9 Aug 79 p 4 
[Article by Jean de la Gueriviere: "The Tribes Against Marx"] 


[Text] Im power since April 1978, the pro-Soviet 
regime in Kabul is facing a rebellion which has 
grown greatly over the past months. After review- 
ing the military situation (LE MONDE, 8 August), 
our special correspondent describes the social and 
cultural environment in which the government wanted 
to promote the revolution; he also discusses the 
struggle for political power and describes repres- 
sion. 


Kabul. “Long Live Proletarian Internationalism,” ome can read on the big 
red banners, in Russian and English, suspended from the airport control 
tower. That is not intended only for the Soviet passengers. Mr Taraki, 
the head of state, took the things literally when he declared at the end 
of July: “The workers of Panjab and Sind (provinces of Pakistan) also 
have the duty to defend our revolution because it belongs to all proletar- 
ians of the world." 





The problem is that one must look real hard to find those proletarians in 
a population that is 98 percent agricultural. Everything is not bad in the 
program of the revolutionaries but they wanted to impose it too fast and 
too abruptly upon a society which was not prepared for that. 


One of the first measures was the agrarian reform which consisted of dis- 
tributing, with full property rights, a piece of land to something like 
240,000 families. It was necessary to "suspend" the operation because of 
its disastrous results. Realizing what was coming, the former landowners 
did not do any planting the year before. In an environment where social 
relations are highly personal, it had been standard practice for them to 
supply their tenant farmers with fertilizer, seeds, and plows. Deprived 
of these resources, which they could not get through a government that 











lacked the funds deriving from taxes on big landowners, the peasants did 
not come up with a good harvest. India and the USSR are supposed to make 
up the cereal shortage. In addition to that there is the fact that some 
landowners hinted to the tenant farmers that the Kabul regime was rather 
weak and that things might well change. 


The government also very quickly wanted to change the status of women. 
The “fiancee fee," which the prospective groom had to pay to the girl's 
family, was considerably reduced. Not only was primary education made 
obligatory for girls but married women were also invited to take special 
courses. That triggered the anger of the Shi'ites of Hazarajat, in the 
center, who were urged to revolt by a clergy as reactionary as that of 
Iran. Bamiyan was the scene of real punitive expeditions by husbands 
who had come “to fetch their women" back out of the school. Habitual 
militants from Kalq in the rural areas, some teachers were savagely 
murdered. 


The emancipation of women was presented as an attack upon the basic prin- 
ciples of Islam, both among the Shi'ites--who are in the minority but who 
are very active--and among the Sunnites. Nobody believed in the sincer- 
ity of the leaders in Kabul when they went to the mosque at the start of 
Ramadan, Declared Marxists, they took a highly revealing step--which was 
very badly received——by replacing the old Afghan flag, with the green color 
of Islam, by a red flag. In spite of the demands from the traditional 
chiefs, they refused to transform the “Democratic Republic of Afghanistan" 
into an Islamic republic. 


The Pashtoons are Sunnites and make up 40 percent of the population in 
regions south of Hindukush; they rose up for religious and political rea- 
sons. “The Pashtoon tribe is divided into clans which are made up of 
several families," a specialist on Afghanistan wrote in 1976 (Mr Jean- 
Charles Blanc, “l‘Afghanistan et ses populations, edition" [Afghanistan 
and Its People], "Complexe" publishers, distributed by Presses universi- 
-aires de France). Each clan is headed by a malek who is chosen by the 
family. The maleks in turn elect a tribal chief or khan. In the areas 
controlled by the central administration, the chief of the Pashtoon vil- 
lage today is entitled to call himself malek or khan. The council is 
feudal in character and constitutes an extension of the old tribal insti- 
tution, the djirgah. ‘A person who lives by respecting the institution of 
the djirgah and the great principles of the tribal code, the Pashtoonwali, 
is considered a Pashtoon." It is this tribal society which the revolu- 
tionaries wanted to modify by intervening on all levels of community life. 


Pashtoon Power 


Since they consider the leaders in Kabul to be renegades, the Pashtoons 
are not appeased either by the fact that those leaders belong to the same 
tribe as they do. In the new government formed at the end of July, all 
ministers are Pashtoons with the exception of the finance minister who is 








a Hazara. Originally, the revolutionary government drew its support from 
two movements, the Khalq and the Parsham. The latter had a much broader 
popular base than the former and Mr Babrak, its leader, had good relations 
with certain tribal chiefs who were not only Pashtoons. 


The Khalq, which eliminated the Parsham several months after the April 1978 
coup d'etat, was numerically rather weak but very homogeneous. Has the 
leadership team remained as solid as it was after all of its failures? 
The favorite game of diplomats in Kabul is to argue with each other about 
who really runs the country and has the confidence of the Soviets--Mr 
Taraki, the chief of state, the “great leader of the people." or Mr Amin, 
the prime minister, the man in charge of the “Political Bureau." This 
game seems useless to us since the regime surrounds itself with heavy 
mystery. During the reshuffling in July, the new minister of health had 
been Afghanistan's ambassador to France who had just handed his creden- 
tials to Mr Giscard d‘Estaing several days earlier. 


After taking over the Ministry of Defense, which had earlier been under 
Col Aslam Watanjar, who became minister of the interior, Mr Taraki picked 
Mr Shah Wali to take his place in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. This 
reshuffling apparently can be explained by the doubts of Mr Amin as to 
the aptitude of Col Aslam Watanjar when it comes to strengthening the con- 
trol exercised by the army. Mr Amin seems more particularly responsible 
for the dirty work of the regime in the matter of repression, while Mr 
Taraki makes himself look like a “thinker.” The “great leader" keeps 
making speeches addressed to some of the “old loyal members” whom the 
Kalgis round up in the villages and take to Kabul for the simulacrum of 
an oath of allegiance to the revolution. It so happens that the first 
phase of the Kabul TIMES was strictly the same for several days in a row: 
On the left, covering half the page, the photo of the “grand leader"; on 
the right, the photo of a gathering of “old notables" whom nobody knew 
and who were applauiing. This scenario, which did not fool anybody, was 
intended to show that the regime does have the support of all provinces, 
basically represented by their traditional chiefs. 


The members of the Parsham were just as Marxist as those of the Khalq 
(most of the Parsham ministers, who were kicked out of power, found re- 
fuge in Eastern Europe), but they considered it necessary to proceed 

ste, by step, realizing the complexity of the social community they wanted 
to transform. They had the support of a large number of civil servants. 
Their elimination leaves the Khalq increasingly isolated in the face of 


rising danger. 


Ferocious Repression 








In the face of this danger, the Khalq reacted not only by trying to work 
out a compromise but also through ferocious repression aimed at wiping 
out its active adversaries and intimidating a hostile population through 
terror. 





A foreigner, who received us in his home, in a residential section of Kabul, 
told us: “There are some very plain-looiing houses in this city where people 
are being torcured. One of them is right next door. I can often hear the 
screaming of people being interrogated. I also see some of these people 
leaving with injuries. They were the ones who had something of a chance. 
They convinced their torturers that they knew nothing. Very often, these 
are simple citizens who are denounced by malicious neighbors. The govern- 
ment does not seem bothered by thus releasing people showing the marks of 
torture. It undoubtedly feels that this will serve as an example for the 
irreverent." 


There are several “processing centers" in Kabul and in the area surrounding 
it for persons who have been arrested. The most unfortunate are shipped to 
the sinister prison of Poli-Sharki, about 19 kilometers from Kabul, on the 
highway to Pakistan. Designed to hold 6,000 persons, this prison present- 
ly holds more than twice that number. According to the United States State 
Department, 3,000 prisoners have been executed since April 1978 and, since 
the spring, the firing squads have been polishing off about 30 persons each 
night. “This is undoubtedly because they have to make room in the prisons,” 
a Western diplomat noted with some cynicisn. 


There are as a matter of fact several sections in the Poli-Sharki concen- 
tration camp world. The first is reserved for members of Parsham who are 
often very young. "It seems that this is rather a reeducation camp,” the 
father of one of the inmates confided to a foreigner. "The prisoners are 
not mistreated, they can engage in sports. The authorities are simply try- 
ing to persuade them that only the Khalq can properly run the revolution." 
In general, these “reeducated inmates" can communicate with their families 
and several hundreds among them were released after taking “courses" in a 
jail environment for several months. 


A second section is set aside for the “capitaliss"--landowmers, businessmen-- 
who were arrested for the most part during the weeks following the April 
1978 coup i'etat. There is hardly a foreigner leasing a house in Kabul 
whose owner is not in prison or did not have a relative in prison. Gen- 
«cally arrested at night, during the curfew, these prisoners cannot com- 
municate with their relatives. Some however manage to slip a little piece 
of paper into the dirty laundry which their families are allowed to come 
and exchange against clean clothing on Friday. Om that day, several hun- 
dred persons crowd in front of the prison but they are never allowed to 

see their sons or husbands. Sometimes the guards indicate that there is 
ao dirty laundry to be handed over, hinting that the particular prisoner 

is dead. It seems nevertheless that the executions, among this category 

of prisoners, are not the most numerous. Some prisoners were released 
after having gone before a commission that questioned them on their activi- 
ties under the old regime. 


On the other hand, according to eyewitness testimony from released prison- 
ers and some prison guards, life is pure hell in the sections where suspect 


10 








clergy and military men are being held. Several hundred mllahs-—fanatics 
and responsible for the aurder of innocent civil servants on an official 
mission in the provinces--were tried and shot after having suffered long 
in cells without ventilation. 


Living in fear of a coup d'etat, not without reason, Mr Taraki and Mr 
Amin are constantly purging the army. Thousands of enlisted men, NCOs, 
and officers are jailed on simple suspicion of being only lukewarm toward 
the reagime. Others participated in mutinies in provincial garrisons. 
Others, still, escaped but were recaptured before being able to reach 
Pakistan where several tens of thousands of deserters are now to be found. 


For them, death without trial is the rule. Taken to the parade ground near 
the prison, they are shot down, completely nude, in front of a common 
grave. But even in prison the army is not sure. About 2 sonths ago, 
several scores of military personnel, taken before the firing squad, per- 
suaded their guards that they were making themselves guilty of a crime 
against the true Afghan military tradition. Equipped with weapons from 
the men whose minds they had changed, they attacked certain sections of 
the prison. The clash resulted in several scores of dead and some mili- 
tary prisoners managed to escape. This complicity--often prepared long 
in advance and in secret, sometimes spontaneous--between military men who 
remained profoundly religious explains that anything can happen, even in 
Kabul. 


5058 
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AFGHANISTAN 


"LE MONDE’ DISPATCH CITES AFGHAN PREMIER ON FOREIGN INTRIGUES 


[Editorial Report LD] Paris LE MONDE in French 10 August 1979 carries on 
page 4 the 2,200-word third part of Jean De la Gueriviere report on the 
situation in Afghanistan, including a brief report on an interview given 

by Afghan Prime Minister Amin to some Western and Soviet journalists. 

"The regime, the prime minister explained,” De la Gueriviere writes, “is 
working only for the good of the people ‘98 percent of whom support it 
because 98 percent of the population belong to the working class.‘ Listen- 
ing to this biased statement," De la Gueriviere continues, “it is impossible 
not to wonder about the sincerity of the speaker. Among the countries 
accused by the press of supporting ‘bandits’ operating in Afghanistan from 
foreign bases," De la Gueriviere goes on, “are Egypt, China, the United 
States, Saudi Arabia,and, especially, Iran and Pakistan. Mr Amin used 
especially harsh words--not always without reason--when referring to ‘Iran's 
fanatical leaders who are using religion for political ends.’ However, 
when referring to support given to ‘criminals called political refugees’ 
living in Pakistan he did not directly accuse the Islamabad government but 
only Pakistani ‘reactionary circles.’ Does Afghanistan, which receives 
considerable Soviet military aid, intend to join the Warsaw Pact? We 

asked Mr Amin. Answer: ‘We belong to the movement of nonalined countries. 
President Taraki will personally go to the coming Havana summit in order 

to thwart imperialist plots. This is why we do not want to join any mili- 
tary bloc whatever.'" Be that as it may, De la Gueriviere writes, any 
formal membership of the Warsaw Pact would not alter the situation since 
“Afghanistan is already completely dependent on the USSR inasmuch as the 
regime could not remain in power without Soviet military aid." Despite 

the regime's dependence on the USSR, De la Gueriviere continues, it is 
still seeking Western aid which has amounted to $120 million in the last 
year. As for the country's foreign trade, De la Gueriviere writes that 

he was told by a French businessman that France could benefit from the 
present situation since the Soviets “are accustomed to doing business" with 
the French. 


cSO: 4900 
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AFGHANISTAN 


TARAKI ADDRESSES PEOPLE ON RELIGIOUS HOLIDAY 
Kabul International Service in Arabic 1700 GMT 23 Aug 79 JN 


[Speech by Nur Mohammad Taraki, secretary general of the People's Demo- 
cratic Party of Afghanistan Central Committee and Revolution Council 
chairman, on 23 August on the occasion of ‘Id al-Fitri; place not given-- 
read by announcer] 





[Excerpt] Our people's party and government [words indistinct] a com- 
prehensive struggle for the sake of safeguarding security and peace in 
this region and the world, we continue the policy of nonalinement and 
will retain our free and positive (?arbitration) in the international 


sphere. We will tell the good people they are good and the bad people 
they are bad everywhere and at any time. 


We say again that we want friendship with all countries of the world 
and we demand this from them as well. We seek peace and we love peace, 
but once war is imposed on us we will fight well. Our policy with 
neighboring countries is one of peace. We support the national libera- 
tion movements and it is our human duty to protect the struggle of our 
brother [words indistinct] liberation struggle. 


The reactionary Pakistani quarters under the instructions of the 
(?imperialists) interfere in our internal affairs and prepare weapons, 
propaganda activities and militias for the (?alleged) fugitives, but 
they should know that such aggressions will have bad consequences. 


The Iranian reactionary gang instigates and propagates rumors against us 
in order to conceal its [words indistinct] and interfere savagely. We 
want to (?end) such interference so that bilateral relations will 
improve. We want a prosperous and reassured life for Iran's toilers. 


We again say that we respect the UN Charter and seek a policy of peace 
in the region, Asia and the whole world. We also support [words indis- 
tinct] everywhere in the world. 
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I amnounce as of this moment a general and complete ammesty in all of 
Afghanistan. Let everyone who left his home and birthplace return to 
his home with all assurance end peace of mind, [words indistinct]. 


Long live our toiling masses. 


cso: 4902 


14 








AFGHANISTAN 


FRG PAPER INTERVIEWS PRIME MINISTER AMIN 
Hamburg DIE ZEIT in German 17 Aug 79 p 4 DW 


[DIE ZEIT interview with Afghan Prime Minister Hafizollah Amin; date and 
place not given) 


[Text] ZEIT: How about law and order in Afghanistan? 


Amin (prime minister and defense minister): We are proud to have imple- 
mented great projects with the active support of the populace such as 
the land reform and the census. We have the situation fully under con- 
trol. Everything is quiet in Afghanistan. The people back the revolu- 
tion happily and without reservations. Yet it gust not be kept secret 
thet foreign intervention continues and extends together with aggression 
and counterrevoluti »mary activities. The counterrevolutionaries are 
criminals who flee from Afghanistan to Pakistan or Iran, who are equip- 
ped there with money and arms and who then attack our villages and towns 
with the help of foreign militia forces. These things exist, but they 
are not a problem and they do not worry us. We had to expect that when 
implementing a revolution on the basis of ideology and the class struggle. 


ZEIT: Many of your reforms meet with the fierce resistance of religious 
forces. Is Islau endangered under the revolutionary regime of 
Afghanistan? 


Amin: If the real Islam is meant that which was spread by the prophet 
Mohammed, it will not be endangered. But that does not apply to the 
Islam behind which exploiters, despots, tyrants and enemies of the 
people hide. This Islam is indeed endangered. Go to a mosque and con- 
vince yourself that Islam is being practiced freely, particularly now 
during Ramadan. 


ZEIT: Your regime enjoys the massive support of the Soviet superpower. 
Do you plan within the framework of your close alliance with the Soviet 
Union to also join the Warsaw Pact? 
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Amin: We are sincere and convinced advocates of the nonalined. Afghanistan 
is a firm member of the camp of nonalined countries. It means that ve 

will not join a military bloc, even if it is a defensive alliance such as 
the Karsaw Pact. 


ZEIT: Would Afghanistan's membership be possible in an economic bloc 
such as COMECON? 


Amin: We will take into consideration the interests of our people and 
we will make the decisions that will be to the benefit of our working 


people. 


ZEIT: Afghanistan never fully recognized the borders drawn by the 
British in the east, and it always contested Pakistan's claim for the 
north-western provinces populated by Baluchi and Pashtoons. Do you 
still insist on correcting the borders? 


Amin: We do not raise any territorial claim against Pakistan because 
the territory belougs to the people living there. We will respect any 
decision they make. Afghanistan is open for all inhabitants of these 
areas. Through ali of history they considered Afghanistan their father- 
land. Nobody can forbid them this and we will be happy to welcome then 
as our brethren. 


ZEIT: Support of the right to self-determination and of national lib- 
eration movements belong to the principles of Afghanistan's revolutionary 
foreign policy. Do these principles also apply to Pakistan and the 
border areas populated by the Baluchi and the Pashtoons? 


Amin: We are honestly prepared and willing to solve our only political 
problem with Pakistan, that is, the national problem of the Pashtoons 
and Baluchi. I refrain from every statement that could be distorted 
or erroneously interpreted and that could jeopardize our hopeful begin- 
nings. I limit myself to confirming our expectations with regard to 
the talks that have been resumed with Pakistan and the solution of the 
problem through friendly negotiations. 


ZEIT: What steps have you taken vis-a-vis the new Tehran government to 
mitigate the tensions existing between the two peoples? 


4nin: Our Tehran representation established contacts with the Iranian 
toreign Ministry. Iran has grave domestic political problems, and we 
o not really know with whom we ought to talk. 


ZEIT: Where in this country of peasants are the masses of proletarias 
and workers you constantly talk about? Are you not taking over foreign 
ideological formulas that do not fit at all into the reality of 
Afghanistan? 
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Amin: In order to achieve the dictatorship >f the proletariat it is not 
necessary for the proletariat to represent the majority. it can also be 
a minority, such as in Afghanistan. But the ideology of the working 
class is the torch that shows the way for our revolution. This is why 
we speak here of the dictatorship of the proletariet that serves the 
peasants, too, and pulls on the same rope with then. 


ZEIT: Will you admit other parties in the future? 


Amin: The question has been answered once and for all. There is the 
workers party and no other party will be admitted. The best democracy 
is the one that is backed by 98 percent of the populace. The Democratic 
People’s Party of Afghanistan represents the vast majo-i.y of the people 
to their full satisfaction. 


ZEIT: Former prisoners have said that there are 10,000 to 15,000 polit- 
ical prisoners in Pul-i-Charki outside Kabul. In addition, there are 
other crammed prisons in Kabul and in the provinces. You can hardly 
meet an Afghan who does not have a relative or a friend in prison. 

How many political prisoners are there in Afghanistan? 


Amin: Between 1,000 and 1,500. I do not know the exact figure by heart. 


ZEIT: The U.S. under secretary of state for human rights recentiy 
announced that 300 prisoners were killed in Pul-i-Charki. 


Amin: These are false reports coming from Vashington. America of all 
countries is scrried about human rights in Afghanistan. I know America 
and I knc~ about the state of these rights there. 


ZEIT: Are there ac executions of political prisoners at all? 


Amin: Not one political prisoner is being executed in our prisons. If 
our adversaries die, then only in the course of battles and attacks they 
launch against our territory. 


ZEIT: How do you react to the critics who charge you personally with 
being a doctrinaire communist and a servant of Moscow who does not 
sufficiently consider the local conditions of Afghanistan? 


Amin: I was trained in America and I have a master's degree in educa- 
tional sciences from Columbia University in New York. I am deeply con- 
vinced of the correctness of the working class ideology which fills me 
and which I love. ‘Ye have many things in common with the Soviet Union, 
and yet we are free to make our decisi.»ns. Those who do not esteem 

the help and support the USSR gave our revolution are not patriots and 

do not love their country. Relations between Afghanistan and the Soviet 
Union are by far more than just friendly, they are relations of relatives 
or brothers, of brothers with equa. rights. 
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ZEIT: Why do you refuse so strongly to be called a communist, Marxist 
or even a socialist? 


Amin: Why is that necessary? We can be recognized and named in 
accordance with what we say and do. These are the best criteria for 
sizing up the core of a society, a political movement or a political 
personality. We call ourselves "Khalki," that is "men of the people.” 
This is the name under which we have become known in Afghanistan. 


CSO: 4403 
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AFGHANISTAN 


BRIEFS 


MINISTER VISITS PECONSTRUCTION SITES--Associate Professor Mansour Hashemi, 
minister of water and power, at 1000 this morning, visited the projects 
of telephone lie expansion and road construction in [name indistinct] 
area. The telephone line and road construction projects began last week 
through the joint cooperation of the General Department of Development, 
the Water Department of Faridabad and the Department of Road Maintenance. 
More than 9 kilometers of road have now been completed. The minister 
expressed his pleasure with the efforts of workers and personnel in the 
construction of roads and the extension of telephone lines, achievements 
toward the revolutionary goals in the reconstruction of the homeland. 
Carrying portraits of Nur Mohammad Taraki, secretary general of the 
Central Committee of the People's Democratic Party of Afghanistan and 
chairman of the Revolutionary Council, and national flags, the workers 
promised the minister of water and power that they would defend the 
fruits of the great Sawr Revolution and the homeland'’s reputation with 
complete faith in the homeland and people as well as in their popular 
government by giving the last drop of their blood, and that they would 
provide every type of material and psychological cooperation in this 
endeavor. [Text] [Kabul Domestic Service in Dari 1600 GMT 17 Aug 79 GF] 





WHEAT PURCHASE FROM USSR--Agreement for the purchase of 200,000 tons of 
wheat from the Soviet Union was concluded today between the General 
Department of Provisions and [name indistinct] Company of the Soviet 
Union. According to this agreement, 75,000 tons of the 200,000 tons of 
the purchased wheat will be imported during the current year [ending 

20 March 1980]. [Text] [Kabul Domestic Service in Dari 1600 GMT 

21 Aug 79 GF] 


GREETINGS ON ROMANIAN NATIONAL DAY--The Information Office of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs reports that a congratulatory telegram 
has been sent to Bucharest by the great leader of the people of 
Afghanistan, Nur Mohammad Taraki, secretary general of the Central 
Committee of the PDPA and president of the Revolutionary Council, to 
His Excellency Nicolae Ceausescu, secretary general of the Romanian 
Communist Party and president of that country, on the occasion of the 
Romanian Socialist Republic National Day. [Text] [Kabul Domestic 
Service in Dari 1600 GMT 22 Aug 79 GF) 
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CURFEW HOURS--Since the curfew hours begin at 2300 hours, our esteemed 
citizens are expected to take the martial law regulations into consid- 
eration and not leave their homes between 2300 hours and 0300 hours. 
[Text] [Kabul Domestic Service in Dari 1600 GMT 24 Aug 79 GF] 


fsc: 4906 
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ALGERIA 


YOUNG'S "DISMISSAL' CALLED SUBMISSION TO ISRAEL, ZIONISM 

Algiers AL-SHA'B in Arabic 19 Aug 79 p 1 LD 

[Editorial: "Yet Another Lesson") 

[Text] The case of Mr Young's dismissal reveals a number of facts: 


First, that the attitude and policies of the White House toward the 
Middle East problem were never independent of the attitude and policy 
of Israel and U.S. Zionism. The White House takes no initiative with- 
out first consulting Israe! and seeking its approval. If certain 
stands independent of Isruel are adopted and Israel does not approve 
of them, the United States quickly abandons them and dismisses those 
who adopted them, as in the case of Mr Young. 





Second, that election votes play a major role in White House policy. 

In order to win the Jewish vote the master of the White House sacrifices 
all the values and principles of the American people and even their 
higher national interests. 


Third, that the slogan of “democracy and human rights" which President 
Carter claims to defend is phony. The dismissal of Mr Ycung reflects 
all the phenomena of mental terror and racial persecution exercised 
against those who stick to principles and honorable stands. 


Fourth, that the United States, as long as its White House is subject to 
Zionist pressure, will remain incapable of contributing any serious 
efforts to the establishment of a just and lasting peace in the Middle 
East. 


Fifth, that the White House insists on its hostility toward the Pales- 
tinian people and their national rights, which goes to show that its 
hints about the desire for dialog with the PLO--with conditions, of 
course--is merely a U.S. maneuver to gain time and to divide the 
Palestinian resistance factions, as well as to create divisions in the 
Arab ranks hostile to Camp David and the Egyptian-Zionist peace treaty. 
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While the United States and Israel deny the Palestinian people their 
national rights and refuse to negotiate with the Palestinian people's 
legitimate representative, al-Sadat is establishing the best relations 
with Israel and is also rejecting dialog with the Palestinian people 
and their legitimate representative. 


Everyone in the United States and beyond can see clearly in Mr Young's 
case how all honest and noble stands in the United States are being 
suppressed and how the White House is submitting to Israeli and Zionist 
pressure and blackmail. 


CSO: 4402 
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FOREIGN MINISTER ARRIVES IN SPAIN, SPEAKS ON SAHARA 


Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 1800 GMT 30 Aug 79 LD 


[Text] The new Algerian foreign minister, Mohamed Seddik Ben Yahia, has 
arrived in Madrid on board a special Algerian plane en route to Havana. 
He is accompanied on the same plane by his Nigerian counterpart, Henry 
Adefope. The Algerian foreign minister said in Barajas that the problem 
of the Western Sahara was on the agenda for the nonalined conference, 
although for the moment the problem is to know whether the question will 
be discussed or not, since the decision had been taken during the 
Colombo meeting. He then went on to say: [begin recording in French 
fading into Spanish translation] 


Minister Ben Yahia said that it is important to know what the nonalined 
movement's contribution to the solution of the Saharan question may be. 
This, he said, must be on the basis of that people's just aspirations, 
which are: self-determination, the creation of an ad hoc committee, 
the agreement between Mauritania and the POLISARIO Front, and the 
denunciation of the Moroccan military occupation of Tiris el-Gharbia. 
The Algerian minister insisted that his country had complete faith in 
the OAU agreements prepared by the committee created in Monrovia and 

in any stand that the nonalined movement may take on this subject. 

{end recording] 


For his part, the Nigerian minister briefly stated that his country is 
concerned about a number of international questions, particularly in 


Africa. He hoped that the Havana meeting would be an important step in 
the search for a common goal. 


CSO: 4402 
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PAPER SAYS HASSAN REMARKS SHOW MOROCCO'S ‘COMPLETE ISOLATION’ 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 23 Aug 79 p 1 LD 
[Article by B. Amazit: "The King's ‘Truth’"] 


[Text] It seems that the king of Morocco loves witticisms and metaphors, 
especially when he talks to an Areopagus of journalists who have never 
lost an opportunity to emphasize the spectacular nature of his speeches. 
In other words, “Hassan II is a good talker." So much so that he satis- 
fies even the most exacting editors in the summer period when subjects 
are in short supply. However, all that “eloquence” so greatly appreciated 
by lovers of this grandiloquent style of speech cannot conceal the royal 
palace's disarray which has steadily increased in recent months. In 
fact, Rabat has not yet recovered from the OAU resolution and the sign- 
ing of a definitive peace treaty between Mauritania and the POLISARIO 
Front. Prospects for insuring acceptance of the “closed dossier thesis” 
and a “fait accompli" have considerably diminished or even completely 
disappeared. 


All this explains Hassan II's contemptuous attitude toward all countries 
which have refused to approve the policy of annexing West Sahara. A 
defeated Hassan II has been uttering many contradictory statements and 
insults against those African countries which have condemned his policy 
ar] have solemnly recognized the Saharan people's right to self- 
determination and independence. 


Like a policeman, the king “issues advice" and warnings to neighboring 
countries, especially Algeria and Mauritania. "Very self-confident," he 
euccessively describes, criticizes and expresses his satisfaction with 
«vents (ot which he is the principal cause). In short, his recent press 
onference has revealed that Morocco and its leaders are unable to 
aialyze a situation which defeats chem because they lack serious 
political, diplomatic and military elements. This is also due to the 
fact that since the beginning of the Sahara crisis the king has been 
unable to secure two trump cards--whether diplomatic, political or 
military--at one and the same time. A succession of failures of all 
the plots hatched and all the maneuvers undertaken as a result of 
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Hassan II's personal efforts has been seen in all spheres--he has not yet 
managed to determine the POLISARIO's real nature. 


Furthermore, the very king who in 1963 started a war to “recover 
Tindouf" which he claimed belonged to him is now offering Algeria a real 
bargain consisting of an exchange of Tindouf for West Sahara! The king 
has added to this aberration a handful of threats against Algeria and 
Libya whose progressive options and main principles of foreign policy, 
especially in Africa, he misrepresents. 


Not only Libya has been attacked. Hassan II has leveled a number of 
insults at the continent as a whole. After calling the Monrovia con- 
ference a “tam-tam conference” and its illustrious participants “bank- 
rupts," the king of Morocco expressed the opinion that on the entire 
African continent he is the only custodian of the truth about this con- 
flict. The insults leveled at the OAU and African heads of state merely 
show that Hassan II and his regime are completely isolated. For would 
he treat the Monrovia conference in this way if he had found anyone in 
the Liberian capital prepared to vote in his favor? The monarchy's 
increasing resentment against Africa and the Saharan people's friends 
and allies reveal the real situation in which Morocco has found itself-- 
complete isolation and morbid anxiety which portend the end of the 
reign. 


CSO: 4400 
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ALGERIAN PARTY AIDE SEES LINK BETWEEN MAGREB, MACHREK ANTI-ARAB ‘PLOTS’ 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 22 Aug 79 p 3 LD 


[Unattributed report: "The Plot Against the Arab Nation Extends From the 
Machrek to the Maghreb"] 


[Text] Following his meeting with Iraqi President Saddam Husayn Mr Yahiaoui 
[FLN Politburo member] made a statement to the press at Baghdad airport be- 
fore returning to Lattaquieh for the second time. The text of the statement 
is as follows: 


"When I arrived in Baghdad I told the Iraqi press that my visit to Iraq was 
part of a tour of certain fraternal Arab countries. I also said that I had 
been entrusted with a message from President Chadli Bendjedid to his brother 
President Saddam Husayn relating to the situation in the Arab world and 
which the Arab nation is experiencing and to the facts of the international 
situation. I am satisfied with my visit to this fraternal country where I 
have had a valuable opportunity to contact my brothers in the revolution 
command council led by brother President Saddam Husayn. This enabled us 

to exchange views on questions which concern us as Arab militants in the 
same position and having the same destiny." 


Rev ly to a question on the situation in southern Lebanon and the Zionist 

aud separatist attacks on the Palestinians, Mr Yahiaoui stated: "The plot 
facing the Arab nation is part of a very broad plan. Events in the Machrek 
are accompanied by similar events on the same scale in the Arab Maghreb. It 
is no coincidence that the Machrek is facing serious events at the same time 
that the Maghreb is undergoing equally serious events. You are aware of 

‘he latest decision taken by the Moroccan king whose army has just occupied 
the city of Dakhla. This decision will have untoward consequences because 
he king has disregarded and violated decisions taken by international or- 
ganizations." 


Mr Yahiaoui further specified: "The king of Morocco is now annulling the 
decision which he himself signed in the Madrid agreement by which he recog- 
nized that this territory comes under Mauritanian sovereignty. Therefore it 
is clear that the plot against the region is the same in the Machrek and 


26 

















the Maghreb and that its aim is to divide out forces and undermine the pro- 
gressive vanguard in our Arab nation. 


“Despite all the problems facing us in the Arab Maghreb we have commitments 
toward our brothers in the Machrek. For we believe in a common destiny and 
a common condition. The strength of our brothers in Iraq, Syria or any 
other Arab country is our strength and their weakness our weakness. That 
is why we must take action to defeat colonialism, imperialism and their 
agents and to pursue our revolutionary activity for the freedom and pros- 
perity of the Ara’) nation and its militant people's masses.” 
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DELIBERATION ADVISED IN APPROVING FOREIGN INVESTMENT PROJECTS 
Cairo AL-~AHRAM in Arabic 31 Jul 79 p 7 


[Article by Dr Muhammad al-Dahi ‘Isawi, From Egyptian Geological Survey 
[Department]; “New Concepts for New Life; Are We Ready for Projects and 
Loans To Be Advance,' to Us?"] 


[Text] In the wake of the recent political developments that accompanied 
the great October war, with the courageous leap made by Presiden: al-Sadat 
by his visit to Jerusalem and with the omens of peace which started recently 
in Washington, Egypt has entered a new age called by some the age of open- 
ness. Foreign invitations and aid have poured and continue to pour into 
Egypt and the opportunity has been given to many of this country's citizens 
to cross the seas separating us from the west. In this modern age in which 
distances are made shorter and communications facilitated, the contact of 
the Egyptians with foreigners has increased and the Egyptian public authori- 
ties have opened their arms to receive those who have come from every 
direction. With this great openness, numerous foreign agencies and estab- 
lishments have expressed their desire to invest some of their capital in 
Egypt, either by way of loans or of aid. The scientific authorities are 
being so overcrowded with these people that the Egyptians working in these 
authorities seem to be a minority in the face of this flood of foreign exper- 
tise. 


There is no doubt that what we have attained--thanks to the political 
efforts-~is a big blessing from which we must benefit with our utmost 
capacity. We should also be careful to see that no part of this flood 
is wasted in dark seas so that we may not reach a time when we bring 
ourselves to account and find nothing but wind in our grasp. Drinking 
greedily after a strong thirst leads to grave consequences. 


Egypt went through a critical period after the 1967 setback. During this 
period, many of Egypt's citizens left it as emigrants or to work in other 
countries. This Egyptian braindrain has continued until the present. We 
cannot, with the resources provided by our state, compete with some neigh- 
boring countries in terms of the rewarding wages they pay to attract 
Egyptian youth to work in then. 
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If we, as loyal Egyptians, want the open-door policy to succeed and tc 
overcome the shackles of backwardness, then we have ahead «° us numerous 
obstacles that we must surmount to attain what we want. The worst of nay 
fears is that we may confuse speed with sliding down and may not be able 
to distinguish what sust be from what we want. If matters become confused 
to us, then we will be sliding down while some people may be thinking that 
we are forging ahead with fast paces. 


For example, should we approve all the plans, grants and loans offered to 
us, supposing that all that is offered us is offered with good intentions? 
Can we, with our human capabilities, keep up with and absorb the foreign 
expertise offered us despite the small numbers of the trained and skilled 
Egyptians who can participate in such projects? 


What is surprising is that despite the rising numbers of university gradu- 
ates, there is a severe shorv'age in the skilled cadres of the state's 
various agencies. This is why some people have proposed the so-called 
“scarcity allowances or production incentives” or incentives under various 
other names. With the rising costs of living, sost of the skilled people 
have been turning toward work with high wages, even if such work is remote 
from their fields of specialization. 


The consequence that we are facing now is that there are numbers of experts 
coming from abroad without the presence of enough Egyptians to benefit from 
this expertise. It is futile to attach any Egyptian to any foreign expert 
just to say that we have performed our duty in training the Egyptian youth. 
What is required of such an Egyptian youth is to be in command of a foreign 
language so that it may constitute a meeting point between this youth and 
the foreign expert. I am not talking about a high level of command but 
about a level by which the youth can comprehend what he hears and what he 
sees. 


There are numerous experiences in rich neighboring countries which have 
brought in with their abundance of money the highest and greatest expertise 
in che world. Plants, universities and installations have been set up in 
these countries. But these countries have not prepared their youth in the 
required manner whereby they can digest this high expertise and technological 
progress. The result is that the citizens of these countries have become 
like spectators in their own lands and that their first duty and funda- 
mental task is to hunt for or bring in foreign expertise and conclude 
contracts with it so that it may implement their national projects. God 
f. rbid that Egypt should be the same. We are surfeited with numerous and 
voried forms of expertise but we must strengthen and develop and not weaken 
od sterilize this expertise. 


Some are getting carried away with their approval of any project and any 

f¢ reign expertise and are becoming, as the proverb goes, gore royalist than 
the king. On the other side of the difficult equation, there is the idea 
of rejecting some of these projects because of the shortage of manpower 

and technical capabilities. This is what is being currently faced by 

many of the authorities operating in the spheres of agricultural, industrial 
or scientific development. 
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The second obstacle is that with the gradually rising expertise of the 
Egyptian youth in the various fields, the wages offered to these youths 
by the agencies that have trained and prepared them are much less than 
those earned by similar expertise in the open-door companies or outside 
Egypt. It is as if the state is not actually benefiting by a sufficient 
degree from the aid and assistance programs and as if the true benefit 
ultimately pours into foreign countries or into foreign companies operating 
in Egypt. However, the major problem lies in the discontinued transfer 

of trained and gained expertise from those on whom the state spends, through 
the aid and grant programs, to new generations. In some agencies, we find 
that the difference between the first, second and third levels of workers 
is 10 years [of experience] and, at times, even more. This means that the 
top leadership positions of the current agencies are filled by the 1944-45 
graduates, that the second level leaderships are filled by the 1954-55 
graduates and so forth. If internal migration and external emigration 
continue, these differences may rise up to 20 years. With the currently 
operative laws which reserve for a civil servant his job and his grade 
while he spends several years abroad, we find that the experience of some 
people in leadership positions in Egypt's circumstances and capabilities 
is almost nonexistent and that these leaderships gained most of their 
experience outside Egypt. Unfortunately, some of these leaderships left 
Egypt young and returned to it in their middle age to find their jobs 
reserved and their promotions uninterrupted. But the fundamental problem 
is that these leaderships are hardly known in the agencies in which they 
occupy their positions. 


This remoteness makes a man lose his feeling of belonging to the agency 

in which he works and this agency becomes a rest stop during the periods 
of running after a living here and there. If the issue were confined to 
one certain individual, it would be of no significance but the fact is, 
regrettably, that this situation creates a state of general frustration 
among the struggling young generation that sees that the material and job 
gains go to those who have not served their country in a manner compatible 
with the gains they have made--I am not saying material gains but gains 

in terms of job levels within the agencies for which they work. 


What is surprising is that some technical and specialized agencies are 
controlled administratively by other agencies that know nothing about the 
nature of the former's work. The workers in these technical agencies 
encounter, as a result of what this subordination imposes on them, extremely 
amazing situations. For example, some leadership sent a letter to some 
technical agencies under its control questioning the significance of 
attending scientific conferences abroad and the benefits that Egypt reaps 
from such conferences. Can the reader imagine that amidst this great 

wave of production some leaderships question with utter naivete the benefit 
of scientific conferences! I believe that this issue is good for a com 
position topic for high school students. Another flagrant example concerns 
the development of aineral resources in Sinai for which 120 million pounds 
have been allocated within several projects to build desalination plants, 
road networks, etc. What is extremely surprising is that all this has 
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been done without taking the opinion of the authority in charge of geology 
and mining in Egypt on this issue, even though this authority possesses 

the experience of tens of years of work in the Sinai and even though one 

of the authority's meabers is the one who discovered the coal mine in Sinai-- 
the only mine for chis raw material in Egypt! 


This confusion reaches the limit when one of the executive agencies imple- 
menting a certain plan finds that it is almost paralyzed because its budget 
is almost totally dependent on the “kindness” of other agencies that deter- 
mine its investments, not to mention the incentive laws that are being 
approved, changed and abolished month after month and not to mention the 
disparity in the application of some laws that provide material benefits 
to the workers in various authvrities operating within the same sphere. 

For example, special cadre and incentives are applied to the workers in 
the Abu Tartur Phosphate Plant in al-Kharijah Oasis and special expatria- 
tion allowances are given to these workers who are under the control of 
the Public Authority for Implementation of Industrial and Mining Projects. 
Meanwhile, other people working with them in the same position are treated 
according to a lesser cadre and are not given the same incentives because 
they are under the control of other agencies. The truth is that the flaw 
is not in the law but in the fact that those who interpret the law here 
are different from those who interpret it there. 


In view of the new burdens that will emerge as a result of the peace treaty 
and of the new projects that the state agencies will be assigned to imple- 
ment, aren't we entitled to ask: Are we going to continue to implement the 
previously prevailing laws? Isn't it time that we pluck enough courage to 
say that we have made a mistake in restricting the freedom of the heads of 
companies and authorities in penalizing those who are at fault? Is it 
reasonable to implement the policy of attracting foreign capital with 

the same old laws aud regulations? If the leaderships are given the full 
freedom to manage their establishments and if they are given the right to 
dismiss some elements that obstruct and discourage the progress of work 
and that cling meaninglessly to bureaucratic words, should we imagine that 
all the leaderships will misuse this new power? I believe that we must re- 
examine expeditiously the possibility of giving the leaderships the freedom 
to carry out the tasks entrusted to them and giving them all the powers 
they deer necessary within the limits of new and flexible laws and regula- 
tions. 


If these obstacles and others are what we are really facing, then aren't 

we entitled to be deliberate in accepting the foreign aid programs so that 
we may first fix our house well because when the good earth is ploughed 

vw 11 and the [rains] come, the land produces good fruits. Our call here 
is not for closing the door, as some people try to interpret it. Rather, 
it is a call for more [openness], but with greater organization, discipline 
and work and with approval of what is offered us gradually. We should 
take from the outside world inasmuch as we repair internally. 


31 











I call for bolstering the technical agencies with armies of youth who should 
train well and master their craft inside these agencies. I call for merging 
the men in the crucible of organized and committed work. We must sfart 
today before tomorrow and this minute before the next hour. Every authority 
should begin preparing training programs for the largest number possible 

of university graduates. There should be no shortage in any of the tech- 
nical spheres--a shortage which some people claim to exist. There is a 
scarcity whose aim is to give certain monthly allowances to certain cate- 
gories. 


There is no scarcity, God be thanked. However, there is misplanning, mis- 
distribution and a hateful professional fanaticism. Egypt should be a 
beehive thriving with trained expertise and there should be a chain of 
expertise and leaderships. 


Moreover, we must amend our laws to permit giving full freedom to the 
authorities to carry out what is within the field of their jurisdiction 
without the interference of other authorities. One watchdog is enough 

but to have one watchdog atop another, another atop both and a fourth 

atop all three is a catastrophe from which we have suffered for years and 
the result is this situation that we have now reached. It is unreasonable 
that the president of the republic surmounts psychological barriers that 

are more than 30 years old in one daring leap to Jerusalem while our 
establishments continue to be unable to surmount some lifeless regulations 
that we ourselves created. It is the right of every citizen to work abroad 
to enhance his income and improve his living conditions but I do not believe 
that it is his right to keep his job while he is outside Egypt. A man 

must choose between this and that. But for man to combine all the advantages, 
then this is something that exists in no country of the world. 





If we perform our duty sincerely and if we rise above our professional 
differences by feeling that we have a sacred national duty and that we 
have proceeded from the minor struggle to the greater struggle, then we 
will be truly open and worthy of the open-door policy and of thousands of 


projects. 
8494 
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OFFICIALS OUTLINE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PRIORITIES 
Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 3 Aug 79 p 5 


[Article by Ibrahim Nafi': "We Have no Excuse; Determining Priorities, 
‘areful Implementation and Clear Responsibility") 


[Text] “We have no excuse” is a phrase by President Anwar al-Sadat that 
is more than true. It is, in our opinion, a phrase that reflects clearly 
the seriousness which must characterize the next phase so that every 
individual living on this good earth may say "I have no excuse.” 


Peace is not just an Egyptian option but is also the option of the rejec- 
tionists. This is why peace has become a reality despite all the diffi- 
culties that project themselves daily on the path of reaching the compre- 
hensive and just solution. The problems of peace are more than the problems 
of preparing states for war. The psychological condition of peoples differs 
greatly in each of the two cases. In the case of preparing a state for 

war, the souls are ready for war and for the consequences that follow it. 
“he people accept willingly all the sacrifices, postpone their demands 

and forget their daily problems and burdens. But in a state of peace, 
people expect the solutions to their problems to begin immediately and 

want to see the same problems disappear one after the other as a compensa- 
tior for the hard years they have experienced. 


The talk about prosperity is premature. True prosperity has its signs 

and it requires work, planning, seriousness, a well-studied path paved 
with sweat, careful implementation and maximum efforts. This does not mean 
that we have not exerted efforts in recent years or that there has been 

neo tangible improvement on all the fronts. But what we are saying is that 
tris is not enough if we truly want to make up for what has been missed 

aj if we want to catch up with the advanced countries. 


Peoples who want real progress do not await the gifts, grants and aid 
offered by other countries. Such peoples use primarily all their intrinsic 
resources in accordance with clear programs and careful goals. If foreign 
aid comes, then it would be tantamount to additional resources and a 
blessing that must be used with utmost speed and with most careful imple- 
mentation. Progress is not achieved by awaiting aid or by waiting for an 
internal or an external problem to end. 
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It may be said that a new five-year plan will begin with the onset of next 
year. But we say that the features of this plan must be defined so that 
there may be clear-cut priorities, so that every project may have its funds 
and so that every official and individual may have his clear role to make 
it possible to reward and punish without any pretext, any justification 

or any excuse. 


It is our opinion that there are fundamental problems facing Egypt and 
that these problems are known to all of us, both officials and citizens. 

In a new endeavor to define these problems, I held a discussion with 

Dr Hamid al-Sayih, the minister of economy and trade, and Jamal al-Nasir, 
the minister of state for economic cooperation, on the essential issues 

on which we must focus in the coming phase. This discussion is in prepara- 
tion for another discussion with the minister of planning and the minister 
of finance so that the picture may be completed truthfully and carefully. 


We may notice a large degree of agreement on several issues between the 
minister of economy and the minister of state for economic cooperation. 


First, Issue of Plan Priorities 


Dr Hamid al-Sayih: The real problem facing us is the lack of seriousness 

in planning and followup. Real planning does not consist of compiling 
projects in the various spheres and of initiating 1,000 projects which 

we take long years to complete and whose capital is frozen without producing 
any yield and where, consequently, there is no followup whatsoever for a 
project. The states that want to catch up with the bandwagon of progress 
follow up implementation week by week and month by month in light of reports 
explaining the progress in the phases of a project according to the time- 
table set for such a project. It is true that we had problems facing the 
implementation of projects, such as the contracting and construction 

sector and the unavailability of construction materials. But this is no 
longer a problem. The capacity of the construction sector and of the 
contracting companies possessing modern equipment has risen under the canopy 
of the foreign investment law. Moreover, the state supplies the construc- 
tion materials in abundance. 


If we return to the issue of priorities, it is my opinion that most of the 
investments should be channeled immediately toward the infrastructure 
projects for which the people are in dire need and which pave the way for 
a real upsurge toward progress in development. I mean by these projects 
roads, communications, telephones, health, education services and so forth. 
The state should then focus its attention on economy housing and this must 
be coupled with a fundamental change in the housing laws so as to encourage 
the people and give them the incentive to invest their savings and their 
money in the various forms of housing operations. The remaining invest~- 
ments should be then channeled toward completing the projects already 
started and more than 50 percent complete. 

















As for the new industrial projects and for agriculture and land reclama- 
tion, I fully encourage the idea of leaving them for the joint sector and 
the private Egyptian sector. Moreover, there is nothing to prevent including 
the private sector in the projects under construction and that have not 
covered large strides in their implementation. 


There is another important issue to which we must pay full attention, namely 
the energy issue. It is not at all wise to say that we have surplus oil 
which we export or that we will become an oil exporting country, thus 
leaving (local) consumption in its current state. We must make our calcula- 
tions as of today for streamlining [the consumption] of energy. There 

must be a plan for exploiting and using this energy in future years in 
light of the increase that we seek in the growth rates and in light of the 
fearful population growth. 





It is unreasonable that the prices of benzine and butane gas in Egypt 
continue to be cheapest in the world when we all know that the prices of 

oil and oil products rise from time to time. It is worth noting that in 

the latest meeting of the Plan Committee we decided to form a Higher Energy 
Council under the chairmanship of Engineer Ahmad Hilal and with the ministers 
concerned as members to draw up an energy plan for Egypt and to implement 

it in the coming years. 


Jamal al-Nazir: The lack of absolute priorities represents a major problen. 
Moreover, there are no clear-cut borders between what is confined to the 
public sector and what is permitted to the private sector. To reach a 
reasonable standard as soon as possible in the condition of the infra- 
structure, I believe that the government must focus its investments on 

this sector and must refrain totally from investing in the other sectors 
until the infrastructure programs are completed. It can also be said 

that the armed forces can play a major role in the telecommunications, 
water and sewerage projects and in the construction of bridges and of 
-unnels in terms of fast implementation and squeezed spending. 


In .he next 5 years, the infrastructure projects require nearly 2.5 billion 
dollars, of which 1.25 billions are for telecommunications, 500 millions 
for sewerage, 500 millions for transport and 250 millions for water. 

The other sectors can be given second priority insofar as government 
financing is concerned. 


if there has to be a clear-cut definition insofar as the financing and 
im lementation of the projects of some sectors are concerned, then these 
pi ojects can be divided as follows: 


l. The agricultural expansion projects and the companies for the produc- 
tion of construction materials: These can be financed by the Egyptian 
private sector, both inside and outside Egypt, so that we may retain 
Egyptian ownership in the first case and because the production is not 
expected to be exported in the second case. 
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2. In the housing sector, the state must focus on its fundamental problen, 
namely economy housing. This problem can be solved to a large degree if 
the state disposes of the choice lands it owns and concentrates its efforts 
on building new communities with an integrated economic level. Moreover, 
the state can benefit in a major way from the economic open-door policy in 
the sphere of housing by channeling the revenues collected from the luxury 
housing projects, from office buildings and from hotels toward economy 
housing. Ten percent of the value of the costs for the purchase of economy 
housing bonds [sic]. 


It is to be noted that nearly 100 projects for hotels, luxury housing and 
office buildings have been set up within the framework of the investment 
law and that their investments have amounted to more than 300 million dollars. 





3. Insofar as the new industrial projects and the incomplete projects 
are concerned, the private sector and the joint sector can take pact in 
them. 


Concerning the determination of priorities, it must be absolute and the 
tendency toward unplanned expansion must be ended. For example, a public 
sector construction mate: ials company has invited bids for the construc- 
tion of a new plant costing nearly 150 million dollars after terminating 
negotiations which lasted more than a year with a number of Egyptian and 
foreign investors to set up the plant in the form of a company. 


Dr Hamid al-Sayih: The problem does not lie in using the loans but, frankly 
once again, in the absence of ready projects. We have been aware since 
1973, i.e. since the October war, that there are housing, telephone, 
sewerage and communications problems. But we have not prepared complete 

and ready-to-implement projects when the necessary money becomes available 
at the right time. The question is: Has there been anything to obstruct 
the preparation of complete studies throughout the past years and is there 

a real financing problem? 


In reply to these questions, I say that there has been no excuse but there 
has been failure. There has been no difficulty in financing. What is 
important is to present complete projects to the state, to the international 
establishments and to foreign investments. I am confident that they are 

all ready to provide the financing. 


Therefore, I say that when there is a project, the financing is easy. But 
when there is a project which does not have road, water and electricity 
facilities, then such a project is a waste of time and a squandering of 
the money that we acquire. This is why I call for focusing completely on 
the infrastructure projects in the light of complete and clear plans for 
which I would request financing from all the countries and international 
agencies that have sympathized and continue to sympathize with us and that 
are willing to continue to help us. 
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Jamal al-Nazir: I would like this time to speak in detail on this issue. 


We have obtained, so far, loans amounting to 11 billion dollars. Contracts 
have teen concluded for projects valued at nearly 8 billion dollars. A 
sum of nearly 6.5 billion dollar: has been drawn from these loans and the 
remaining sum that has not been drawn yet amounts to nearly 4.5 billion 
dollars. If we move to the position insofar as withdrawals for use in 
projects are concerned, we find that since 1976, these withdrawlas amount 
to nearly 90 percent. ‘his does not mean that there is no problem in the 
utilization of the loans. The rroblems, frankly, are: 


l. Failure to link the provisions of the plan with the priorities of the 
sectors. It is noticed that the priorities used to change in the past 
with the change of the minister whereas they now change under the same 
minister. 


2. Failure to continue to secure local allocations for a project imple- 
mented over a period of several years. It is noticed that numerous pro- 
jects are offered for international bids when they have no existence what- 
soever in the plan and when no allocations in either local or foreign 
currency are provided for them. The sectors concerned often demand in 
their bid invitations the foreign financing necessary for such projects 
and this only complicates the problem further. 


The sectors must abide very strictly to the provisions of the plan. 


The planning agencies must divide the annual financing into two parts: The 
first for the projects under implementation and the second channeled toward 
new investments. This is intended for speeding up the completion of pro- 
jects under implementation. 


“he available loans must be adjusted and redistributed in accordance with 
the priorities that we set. 


The joint and the private sectors must participate in the projects already 
begin, so as to speed up their implemeftation, and in the projects already 
completed. 


Dr Hamid al-Sayih: Let me deal with this issue as a matter of general 
policies. 


The public sector must raise its efficiency and become one of the elements 
cc atributing toward economic development by creating a money surplus that 
cua be re-invested. However, we should not turn a blind eye to the problems 
that we ourselves create for the public sector. We impose on it new and 
unproductive tasks. Moreover, the public sector incurs losses for reasons 
beyond its control, the most important of which are setting and fixing 

its prices while the costs rise as a result of the international rise in 

the costs of materials or of the new financial and economic policies that 
we adopt. 
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As for employment, it is my opinion that we should examine the employment 
policy as of today. There is no doubt that employment is the crux of the 
issue. To put it very simply, if we say that the population will rise to 
70 or 80 million people in 20 years, then we will be required to provide 
7 or 8 million new jobs. The question is: Can the government and the 
public sector withstand all this new labor? The immediate answer is: 
Definitely not. The solution lies in a larger scale open-door policy and 
in economic development to absorb all this new manpower. The basis for 
all this lies in sound economic management in its full sense. 


All this should not divert our attention from the problems that will face 
us in the immediate future. We must maintain the big improvement experi- 
enced by the Egyptian economy and the high growth rates achieved in the 
past 2 years as a result of the sympathy shown by the International Advisory 
Group, the United States, the European countries and the World Bank. Ad- 
verse conditions have risen recently and we must deal with them. The most 
important of these conditions is the attempt by some Arab countries to 
boycott Egypt and the hesitation of a number of western countries as a 
result of the pressures exerted by these Arab countries. There has also 
been a rise in the international prices as a result of the increased oil 
prices. The price of wheat has risen from 135 dollars per ton to nearly 
210 dollars per ton. 





In this international atmosphere, we have to have a wise financial manage- 
ment that enables us to face the international conditions and to maintain 
the balance between the domestic and the external economy. This is not a 
theoretical principle intended for boasting but a fact that affects the 
standard of living of the Egyptian citizen who suffers from a backward 
standard to start with. Any drop in revenues or in materials for domestic 
or external reasons means an increase in the deficit. This deficit leads 
to minting more money and to greater inflation which, in turn, means higher 
prices. 


Jamal al-Nazir: There is no doubt that the open-door policy has given the 
public sector the opportunity to meet some of the requirements which it 
direly needed. But at the same time, the new policy has fully opened the 
door for discussion [presumably meaning competition] between the private 
and public sectors and foreign imports. Therefore, the situation requires 
a fundamental amendment in all the laws governing the public sector's 
activities so that it may be able to operate on sound commercial, economic 
and technical bases that enable it to face the competition. 


As for wages, it is my opinion that there is an imbalance between the wages 
of the government and public sector workers on the one hand and the private 
sector workers on the other--an imbalance which has come to form an impor- 
tant priority in enhancing production. It is also my opinion that a move 
must be made as soon as possible in the sectors whose rates of production 
and revenues rise. For example, a company or a plant that wants to raise 
the wages and the salaries must set definite goals and must be responsible 
for realizing these goals. Furthermore, such a company may propose any 
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changes it wants in the financial, administrative or technical structure 
of the project and the state must undertake to solve all the problems 
facing the project so as to enable it to achieve the required goal. 


Increased production must be given top priority. In this regard, a time- 
table must be drawn up to transform all the production units to the correct 
economic size and they must be made fully accountable for their responsi- 
bilities to increase production by the set rates. 


Here ended the words of the two officials in charge of economy and trade 
and of international cooperation. 


Determining the priorities has always constituted the difficult equation. 
The ambition of the sectors is unlimited and that of the individuals is 
big. The problems are numerous and the resources and capabilities are 
still limited. The important thing is for the right option to be selected 
by the specialists who sit down to examine the options seriously and 
without consideration for the short-term gains but with concentration 

on the actual solutions that can persuade the citizens, regardless of 
whether such solutions are implemented in one, two or more years. The 
people appreciate the efforts that are being exerted and they are aware 

of seriousness when it is present. 
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LAND RECLAMATION POLICIES DISCUSSED 
Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic 3 Aug 79 pp 101-104 


{[Article: “Land Reclamaticn: Hope and Future of Achieving Food Security 

on Our Good Earth; New and Ambitious Plan to Transform Fallow and Desert 
Lands into Green Land; Ministry of Land Reclamation Has Drawn Up Its New 
Policy on Sound Scientific Bases to Implement Its Goals and to Raise Produc- 
tivity of Reclaimed Lands”) 


[Text] Egypt is now standing at a turning point that will lead it to the gates 
of prosperity and comfort, especially the gate of increased utilization of the 
vast aveas of reclaimed land and the gate of alleviating the overcrowding of 
the [Nile] valley lands that have shouldered the major part of the burden so 
far. This is to be done through the reclamation and cultivation of new areas 
of land and through raising the productivity of the already reclaimed land. 

The big efforts being exerted herald good results and open new horizons for a 
green future sheltered by abundance and growth. The Ministry of Land Recla- 
mation, its agencies, its authority and its companies, all headed by Minister 
Tawfiq Karrarah, have been able to lay down the sound scientific foundations and 
bases. This will make abundance and prosperity spread throughout all the parts 
of the great homeland, our dear Egypt. 





At the outset, and in order to learn the truth of what is happening in the 

most important sectors of the agricultural wealth of our country--sectors that 
are working like beehives to attain the aspirations and goals of the Green 
Revolution and food security whose foundations have been laid by leader President 
Muhammad Anwar al-Sadat who has devoted to them a lot of his efforts and 
thought that are being translated into a tangible reality by the various 
agencies of the Ministry of Land reclamation--and to get a little closer to the 
picture of thebright hope and future, we should get closely familiarized with 
the general policy drawn up by the ministry in this regard. By doing so, 

we find that the ministry has outlined a sound scientific planning in which 

it hes included its new policy to implement the national tasks entrusted to 

it. The ministry has taken the following facts into consideration: 
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The agricultural sector in Egypt still represents the fundamental mainstay of 
our national economy and the mainstay on which the other activities rely. 
Despite the accomplishments made by some other economic sectors, such as the 
industry, oil and tourism sectors, agriculture is still the main source of 
food and of the raw materials for the industry. Agriculture is also 
considered one of the most important sources of foreign currency revenues. 

The country has faced major problems as a result of the constant population 
growth and of the inability of the current cultivable area to meet the rising 
demands of the masses. These problems concern not only the production of food 
and clothing but also the rising overcrowding of the narrow populated area 
which does not exceed four percent of the total area of the republic's 
territories. This has led to the point where population density has reached 
1,000 persons per square kilometer. Therefore, one of the most important 
inclinations projected by the sound planning of our republic has been the 
stress on the need to focus on horizontal agricultural expansion, to enter the 
phase of reclaiming vast areas of fallow and desert lands, to use all the 
available water resources to reclaim every cultivable inch of land in Egypt 
and to develop new centers of population attraction. Thus, faithful President 
Muhammad Anwar al-Sadat declared the inception of the third revolution, namely 
the Green Revolution, so that greenery may expand to cover a large part of the 
Egyptian deserts and so that we may begin the phase of reclaiming vast areas 
of these lands in the coming years and until the year 2,000--areas amounting 
to more than 2.8 million feddans and representing nearly 50 percent of the 
presently cultivable area. To realize this policy, the Ministry of Land 
Reclamation was set up in the middle of 1978 and was entrusted with the 
responsibility of bringing about the Green Revolution and achieving its goals 
that are tied to the strategy of food security. Since its creation and even 
though not all of its agencies are fully formed yet, this ministry has focused 
on studying its plan and its method of work in cooperation with the ministries 
concerned, namely the ministries of planning, irrigation, agriculture, electricity 
and development and new communities. This study has been concluded with two 
main issues: 


The first is determining this ministry's method of work and its relations with 
the other ministries concerned in this stage. The second is the preparation of 
the five-year plan and the 1979 plan. 


Five-Year Land Reclamation Plan 


The plan for increasing land reclamation in the 5 years of 1979 to 1983 has 

be en drawn up in light of the programs to implement irrigation and drainage 
p.ojects generally, considering that these projects are the main factor that 

c stermines the size of the land reclamation projects. The five-year plan 
provides for the reclamation of 667,100 feddans of fallow and desert lands 
distributed in most parts of the republic, in addition to the inevitable programs 
for completing the work in and raising the productivity of the areas covered 

by previous land reclamation projects. The volume of the total investments 
proposed for implementing the plan projects amounts to 727.6 million pounds, 

of which 582.2 million pounds are for the reclamation and cultivation of new 
areas. 
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It has been decided that the annual land reclamation rates will rise gradually 
to be compatible with the programs to strengthen the implementation capabilities 
anc with the progress of work in the projects to secure the water supplies 
necessary for the reclamation areas. The priorities of implementation have 
been tied to the areas and projects scheduled to have water suppiies during the 
aforementioned [1979-83] period. The plan has focused on the following areas: 


The reclamation of 30,000 feddans in Sinai, east of al-Buhayrat al-Murrah 
[Bitter Lakes] for which irrigation water is supplied from the Nile across 
the Suez Canal. 


The reclamation of 73,700 feddans in the New Valley, to be irrigated by 
underground water. 


The reclamation of 203,900 feddans in the western delta (most of this land 
is near al-Nubariyah village). Work is in progress in the public irrigation 
and drainage projects in this area. 


The reclamation of 52,900 feddans in the northern delta-~along al-Hafir and 
al-Khashi'ah and west and east of al-Burullus Lake. Public irrigation and 
drainage projects are already under construction in this area. 


As for the eastern delta, the area included in the plan is limited to 201,400 
feddans representing reclamation efforts by individuals, societies and joint 
projects. Projects to reclaim the northern al-Husayniyah Plain will also be 
begun and will rely on water supplied by extending al-‘Ananiyah (al-Salam) 
irrigation canal. The ministry will implement the project to extend this 

canal. The other areas to be reclaimed in the eastern delta and Sinai, and 

that will rely on enlarging al-Isma’iliyah canal, are scheduled to be implemented 
in the next five-year plan for the years 1984-88. 


The plan also provides for the reclamation of 105,500 feddans in Upper Egypt, 
distributed in the areas of al-Saff and Ghammazah in al-Jizah Governorate and 
other areas in the governorates of al-Fayyum, Bani Suwayf, Asyut, Qina and Aswan. 


Two important observations are worth pointing out here. The first is that 

the areas of Sinai included in the plan are confined to the part located east 
of al-Buhayrat al-Murrah [Bitter Lakes]. Irrigation water for this area has 
already been secured from the Nile [through tunnels] across the Suez Canal. 
The ministry's policy provides for starting immediately upon the liberation of 
Sinai the work necessary to reclaim the areas expected to be irrigated by well 
water in Wadi al-'Arish and the areas on the northeastern coast that can be 
cultivated on rain water and on water stored under the area's sand dunes 
[sic]. This policy also calls for starting the work in the lands of the 
southern valleys of Firan, Sadr, al-Tur and ‘Uyun Musa. This is in addition 
to completing the studies connected with the comprehensive development of the 
Sinai area and on reclamation of the lands scheduled to be irrigated by the 
Nile water to be supplied through tunnels [al-sahharat] across the Suez Canal 
in the areas of Sahl al-Tinah and northern Sinai. 
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Second observation: The areas proposed in the New Valley and south of the 
valley have been determined vith some reservation and until the studies to 
determine whether the underground water in the area is likely to be sufficient 
or not are completed. This issue will be determined in light of the expanded 
conference for which the ministry has called in order to discuss and evaluate 
the research and studies already carried out with the expertise of the local 
and international circles concerned to emerge with decisive results on whose 
basis the policy of expansion and of determining in a sound scientific manner 
the areas and the acreage to be reclaimed may be drawn up. 


Raising Productivity 


The year 1979 is considered a preparatory year for the horizontal expansion 
project. in this year, the ministry will focus on the following: 


The projects to raise the productivity of the reclaimed lands to normal levels 
so that these lands may realize their goals of contributing an effective 
addition to the agricultural production. 


Completion of the unfinished works in some already reclaimed lands and efforts 
to develop these lands to enter the phase of production. 


Bolstering the capability of the reclamation companies and replacing the 
equipment and machinery that has outlived its productive life-span and that is 
uneconomical to maintain, in addition to being inefficient. 


The reclamation of new areas amounting to 67,700 feddans. The availability 

of irrigation and drainage have been taken into consideration in the selection 
of these areas. The fact that the studies on these areas have already been 
completed and that the relative costs of their reclamation is low have also 
heen taken into consideration. The investments needed to implement the projects 
included in the 1979 plan are estimated at nearly 81.7 million pounds, of 

which 36.4 million pounds are in foreign currency. The 81.7 millions are 
divided as follows: 


Raising the productivity of 69,200 feddans: The investments needed for this 
project are 14.4 million pounds, of which 1.1 million pounds are in foreign 
currency. 


Replacement and change of machinery and equipment: The investments needed for 
t!is purpose amount to 12.6 million pounds, of which 4.8 million pounds are in 
foreign currency. 


Keclamation of 67,700 feddans of new land: The inve. : eeded amount to 
25 million pounds, of which 12.2 millions are in foreign “rency. 


Starting the cultivation and supplying the equipment needed for the new areas: 
The investments needed for this purpose amount to 7.2 million pounds, of which 
6.2 million are in foreign currency. 
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In-kind investments and wages for supervision by the ministry and by its 
Green Revolution agencies which are estimated at 422,000 pounds in foreign 
currency. 


Ministry's Policy and Horizontal Expansion 


The ministry has drawn up its policy to implement the land reclamation projects 
on the basis of the results and lessons learned from past experiences and 
mistakes in order to avoid the problems and the obstacles that had the gravest 
consequences on the [previous] phases of implementation, on the lack of their 
integration and on the failure of the projects to realize the goals desired 
from them. This is why the ministry's current policy is founded on the 
following bases: 


First, application of the principle of decentralization in implementing 
projects. 


The ministry has set up three agencies for the Green Revolution in the 
following locations: 


The Green Revolution Executive Agency in the New Valley: This agency's 
headquarters are in the town of al-Farafirah and it is in charge of implemen, ing 
the land reclamation projects in the New Valley. These projects cover a total 
area of 400,000 feddans, excluding the lands in the southern valley. 


Nearly 80,000 feddans of this total area are to be implemented in the 1979- 
83 five-year plan. 


The Green Revolution Executive Agency for Western al-Nubariyah: This agency's 
headquarters are in the town of al-‘Amiriyah and the agency is in charge of 
the reclamation of nearly 500,000 feddans and of coordinating the new projects 
with the projects already present in the area. 


The Green Revolution Executive Agency in Sinai: This agency's headquarters 
are in the town of al-Qantarah East and it is in charge of land reclamation 
projects in this area in which the cultivable acreage is estimated at 750,000 
feddans. This agency will begin immediately preparing studies on reclamation 
projects to pave the way for the phases of implementation 4s soon as the 
Sinai territories are liberated. 


Second, establishing close coordination becween the plan of the Ministry of 
Land Reclamation and its executive programs on the one hand and the plans 

and progtams of the other ministries concerned on the other hand, such as 

the ministries of irrigation, electricity, transport and communications, 
development anc new communities, planning, finance and other service ministries, 
80 as to provide special requirements and to form new communities to 

strengthen the productivity of the new lands. 


Third, determining the priorities of project implementation on the basis of 
the following: . 
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Selecting the new expansion [reclamation] locations in areas where irrigation 
and drainage resources are available and in which success of the reclamation 
operations is proven by the feasibility studies. 


Implementing the projects to raise the productivity of the already reclaimed 
lands that are run by the agricultural companies with the aim of enhancing 
these lands and of producing a quick yield from then. 


Strengthening the ability of the land reclamation companies to meet the 
requirements of the horizontal expansion plan. 


Re-examining the ideal economic size of the agricultural companies to make this 
size compatible with the available administrative and technical capabilities 
and studying the possibility of having these companies embark on joint projects 
with local or foreign capital in order to utilize the areas that are beyond the 
capacity of these companies for the creation of agro-industrial communities on 
them. 


Fourth, underlining the role of the local private sector, represented in land 
reclamation cooperative societies and in individuals, in participating in the 
land reclamation projects and encouraging this sector to enter this sphere by 
facilitating the creation of cooperative societies specialized in the reclamation 
of fallow lands and by setting aside certain areas for the efforts of such 
societies and the individuals, provided that such areas are close to the 

centers of construction and of services and provided that the ministry supply 
public irrigation and drainage resources for lands reclaimed by societies and 
that it supply public irrigation and drainage resources and that it build 
internal ditches and canals for lands reclaimed by individuals. Moreover, 

a special technical agency is to be set up within the ministry's Public 
Agricultural Development Projects Authority and to be assigned the task of 
advancing the necessary aid to cooperatives and to individuals in preparing 
technical studies for their projects, in assessing the price of the fallow end 
desert lands set aside for reclamation by cooperative land reclamation societies 
an’ by individuals and drawing up the rules regulating the sale of state-owned 
iands to those who actually occupy such lands by reclaiming then. 


The ministry has already begun to determine the areas for sale and has given 
priority to areas where land reclamation operations have spread through 
occupancy, such as al-Matariyah in the al-Dagahliyah Governorate, Faqus, Abu 
Hammad and Balbis in al-Sharqiyah Governorate and al-Tall al-Kabir in Ismailia 
G -ernorate. 


'ifth, increasing the distribution of reclaimed lands to the graduates of 
agricultural colleges and institutes and to small farmers so as to expand the 
ownership base, to create population attraction centers and, at the same time, 

to reduce the state burdens resulting from the investments needed for cultivating 
these lands. The lands to be reclaimed during the 1979-83 five-year plan 

are scheduled to be distributed with the knowledge of the ministry's agencies, 
excluding the lands set aside for joint projects and the lands needed for 
agro-industrial complexes. 
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Sixth, expanding the foundation of joint projects in order to provide food 
security: To regulate the value of the yield produced by the already reclaimed 
cultivable lands and the lands to be reclaimed in the future, the ministry has 
adopted modern technological methods to achieve agro-industrial integration and 
has also sought the help of foreign expertise in this sphere. This policy 

has already been put to implementation in a number of joint projects. 


Seventh, providing services to the beneficiaries of reclaimed land grants 
because the responsibilities of the Ministry of Land Reclamation include 
supervision over the reclaimed lands until they attain normal production levels. 
The ministry is also committed to providing services to the communities arising 
in these lands. In this regard, the ministry is exerting efforts to strengthen 
the cooperative societies benefiting from the reclaimed land. It advances 
technical and financial aid to these societies in the first phases of their 
foundation. The ministry is also exerting efforts to form cooperative 
societies specialized in community development. This is one of the modern 
methods to develop new communities economically, socially and culturally and 

to solve their problems through intrinsic efforts. This is in addition to 
providing fundamental facilities and services to the villages created by land 
distribution, providing the financing necessary to complete and strengthen the 
service installations and supplying livestock to the V«neficiaries through the 
ministry's Livestock Resources [Agency] so as to strengthen the beneficiaries’ 
ability to cultivate the reclaimed lands and to raise their incomes. The 

costs of the distributed livestock is collected on easy terms. The average 
livestock distribution amounts to nearly 2,000 heads annually costing nearly 
700,000 pounds. Moreover, the necessary facilities are advanced to the 
graduates of agricultural colleges and institutes to enable them to build 
houses and animal sheds, to enable them to carry out the operations for 
improving the land and to help them surmount the obstacles facing them in 

the first phase of their ownership of the land. The value of these facilities 
has amounted to nearly 6 million pounds financed from the revenues of the 
ministry's Land Reclamation Fund in accordance with a set timetable. 


The condition under which the Ministry of Land Reclamation is currently 
operating to implement the new and ambitious plan to propel land reclamation 
toward its desired goal comes in the wake of a long stoppage during which the 
agencies working in this sphere dispersed and many of whose capabilities 
emigrated to work abroad and during which the specialized companies turned to 
other fields of work. Moreover, the lands already reclaimed were mostly in 
easy-to-reclaim areas. The programs of the current and future plans deal with 
more difficult lands that require bigger efforts and bigger investments for 
implementing their projects. 


The inevitability of carrying out the Green Revolution as the only available 
alternative for achieving food security for the present and future generations 


throws an enormously heavy national responsibility on the shoulders of the 
Ministry of Land Reclamation. 
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CSO: 4802 


46 





MINISTRY OF IRRIGATION'S FIVE-YEAR PLAN, PROJECTS EXAMINED 
Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic 3 Aug 79 pp 105-110 


{Interview with Engineer Tawfiq Karrarah, Minister of Land Reclamation; 
“Beginning Implementation of New Five-Year Plan to Realize President al-Sadat's 
Instructions to Secure Food for Every Mouth; Plan Provides for Reclamation of 
667,100 Feddans Distributed in Various Parts of Republic and Requiring Invest- 
ments of 727.6 Million Pounds"] 


[Text] On the projects of the Ministry of Land Reclamation, on what it has 
prepared for the future of the liberated Sinai and for invading the desert, on 
the goals and accomplishments of the land reclamation companies, on the actual 
costs of the reclamation of a feddan of land and on the role of the cooperatives 
in developing the reclaimed lands, we have had this frank and clear interview 
with Engineer Tawfiq Karrarah, the minister of land reclamation. 


[Question] At the outset, my question was concerned with the new bases laid 
down by the ministry in drawing up its land reclamation policy in Egypt, 
especially in this important phase of our modern history. 


|Answer] On the actual basis of the previous experiences of implementing land 
rec’amation projects in Egypt in the past, in view of the dire need for the 
continued horizontal expansion of the agricultural production base and of 
rec.aiming new lands within the limits of what can be exploited economically 
through the water and land resources--expansion and reclamation that have to 

be adopted as an inevitable means to provide the food needed for the increasing 
population and to alleviate the pressure of the population density on the cities 
and rural areas of Egypt--the Ministry of Land Reclamation has drawn up the 

19 9-83 five-year plan as a short-term plan in coordination with both the Ministry 
of Planning and the Ministry of Irrigation with the aim of reclaiming 667,100 

fr idans of new land. This is an acreage assessed in light of the available 

data on the accessibility of water resources, drainage projects and fundamental 
service facilities. 
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In light of the actually available studies and statistics on water resources 
and land suitability, the ministry has drawn up a long-term expansion plan 
for the reclamation of 2.8 million feddans that are distributed as follows: 


Acreage in 1,000 Feddans Area 
735 Sinai 
813.5 Eastern Delta 
168.4 Central Delta 
375 Western Delta 
136.7 Central Egypt 
168.5 Upper Egypt 
308 New Valley 
135 Southern Valley (South of al-Kharijah) 
{No figure] Northwestern Coast 


This acreage has been determined on the basis of the following considerations: 


1. The Ministry of Irrigation studies [presumably meaning estimates] the 
available water resources at 70,474,000,000 cubic meters [annually], including 
the Nile water, the drainage water proposed for use in irrigation and the 
underground water in the Nile delta. 


The likely excess is estimated at 17,474,000,000 cubic meters, considering that 


the current needs for agriculture are estimated at nearly 53 billion cubic 
meters. 


2. Selecting the expansion areas within the strategy of the Green Revolution 
and food security, taking the following into condsideration: 


The lands where expansion is possible with suitable elevation [presumably water 
pumping}. 


Lake lands that can be drained dry without undermining the fish resources. 


Desert lands for which sources of irrigation can be supplied from underground 
water. 
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3. Determing the method of irrigating every area, taking into consideration 
the application of the advanced methods of irrigation, such as irrigation by 
sprinklers and drip irrigation, especially in areas with high [water] levels, 
in order to reduce the costs of reclamation and leveling, to avoid drainage 
problems and to reduce the quantities of water used for irrigation. 


[Question] What are the most important Green Revolution and food security 
projects implemented and completed by the ministry, its authorities and its 
companies since his excellency the president gave the go-ahead signal for this 
vital and important sphere? 


{Answer} In light of the transformation in the political and economic thinking 

after the October 1973 victory and after channeling the efforts in the wake 

of this victory toward developing the country and toward securing the citizen's 
future and in accordance with the instructions of his excellency the president 

in regard to the Green Revolution and the food security, the ministry has 

drawn up a plan that includes the following projects: 


The projects that are being implemented by joint companies for the construction 
of agro-industrial complexes: the 1979 plan provides for the reclamation of 
95,000 feddans with the expertise of joint companies which will set up agro- 
industrial complexes on these lands. 


The position of these projects is explained in the following: 


The Ramsis Agricultural Company: This company is seeking to set up an agro- 
industrial complex for citrus fruits in an area of 15,000 feddans in Balbis, 
al-Sharqiyah Governorate. An acreage of 1,500 feddans is scheduled to be fully 
prepared this year. The company has already been formed and the specifications 
for the company’s entire project have been prepared and are on their way to be 
submitted for international bids. 


“he joint Arab Contractors-Pepsi Cola Company for setting up an agro-industrial 
complex in an area of 10,000 feddans in al~Sharqiyah: 


An acreage of 2,000 feddans is scheduled to be implemented this year. The 
company has already been formed and the detailed studies are underway, Artesian 
wells have been already dug and are irrigating 30 feddans of cultivated land 
currently. 


A joint project with Swiss capital for the [reclamation] of an acreage of 7,000 
fe dans in the area west of al-Nubariyah. An acreage of 2,000 feddans is 
ec \eduled to be implemented this year. 


(CATICO), a Swiss company, made an offer to reclaim this area and to set up 
on it an agro-industrial complex for the production of fruits, vegetables and 
animal products. The initial study submitted by the company was reviewed and 
the company was asked to make some changes to improve the economics of the 
project and to enhance its impact of realizing the food security. 
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Al-Shargqiyah Governorate project in al-Khattarah area: This project is an 
agro-industrial complex for the production of meats and dairy in an area of 
6,000 feddans in al-Sharqiyah. An acreage of 3,000 feddans is scheduled to 
be implemented this year. 


A total of 1,000 feddans have already been reclaimed and contacts are underway 
with the ministries of planning and of economy to finance the sum already 
allocated for the project from a Japanese loan amounting to 3 million dollars 
for reclaiming the remaining part of the project. 


In accordance with the instructions of his excellency the president on the 
need to encourage the private sector, the offers submitted by some agricultural 
companies to set up agro-industrial complexes in partnership with the national 
agricultural companies have already been studied, the areas set aside for these 
companies have already been delivered to them and they have started their work. 
These companies are: 


The First Arab Company on an area of 10,000 feddans in southern al-Tahrir 
[Province]. 


The Arab Food Industries Company on an area of 1,600 feddans in southern 
al-Tahrir. 


(NADCO) Company on an area of 6,000 feddans west of al-Nubariyah. 


(FARSCO) Dairy Company on an area of 4,000 feddans that are being reclaimed in 
participation with the Projects, Reconstruction and Agricultural Development 
Authority. 


There are also a number of projects that have been presented to the U.S. 
administration for financing, including: 


Sahl al-Tinah project in Sinai which calls for the reclamation, development, 
cultivation and industrialization necessary for setting up an agro-industrial 
complex in an area of nearly 135,000 fed4tans in Sahl ai-Tinah to produce 
vegetables, oil crops and fodders necessary for the animal production projects-- 
meats and dairy--and to construct and manage the industrial units necessary to 
package the project products for fresh, frozen and canned marketing and for 
local consumption and exportation. 


Al-Salihiyah and Southern Port Said Project: It calls for setting up an agro- 
industrial complex on an area of 312,000 feddans to be reclaimed in Sahl al- 
Salihiyah [al-Salihiyah Plain] and Southern Port Said. The crop structure 
includes the cultivation of citrus fruits, mangos, vegetables, oil crops and the 
fodders necessary for the animal production projects, in addition to setting up 
agro-industrial units to process and package the project products in forms 
suitable for both local marketing and for exportation to foreign markets. 
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A ministerial committee has been formed to discuss the project and the initial 
feasibility study that is being carried out by the British Hunt Company. 


Western al-Nubariyah project on an area of 100,000 feddans: The project calls 
for producing sugar from beets, for producing vegetables for fresh packaging 

and for canning intended for local marketing and for exportation and for 
producing green and processed fodders needed for the animal production projects. 
The project also calls for building and managing the industrial units necessary 
for realizing the project's objectives. 


(U.L.S.), a British firm, has completed the project's economic feasibility and 
technical studies as part of the aid advanced by the British Government. The 
final report submitted by the company on the project has been examined. It is 
worth noting that the World Bank has expressed its willingness to participate 
in implementing this project and that it has allocated a sum of 500,000 dollars 
for preparing the blueprints of the first year's program. The bank will also 
send a delegation to study the question of financing the investments necessary 
for the areas to be distributed [for citizen ownership] as part of the project 
and that are estimated at 46,000 feddans. 


Al-Farafirah Oasis Project which calls for setting up an agro-industrial complex 
on an area of 50,000 feddans in al-Farafirah Oasis to produce fruits and 
vegetables and to process them for local marketing and for exportation. The 
project also calls for producing the fodder necessary for animal and dairy 
production and for building the plants necessary to package the project products 
in forms suitable for local marketing and for exportation to foreign markets. 


(Barkum), a U.S. firm, is conducting the project's feasibility studies. 
Moreover, there are a number of other projects for which the technical and 
economic feasibility studies have already been prepared. Negotiations are currently 


nderway with technical sides to implement these projects which include: 


An esro-industrial complex in an area of 20,000 feddans, to be implemented 
jointed by the Maryut Agricultural Company and (Technico), an Italian company. 





A project to produce and process dairy in an area of 3,000 feddans, to be 


implemented jointed by the Northern al-Tahrir Agricultural Company and (Janis), 
a Danish company. 


A project to produce protein concentrate and Hijazi clover fodder blocks in an 
area of 7,000 feddans, to be implemented jointed by the Maryut and Northern al- 
ta rir agricultural companies and France (Lucerne), a French company. 


(Engineer Tawfiq Karrarah went on to say) There are other projects that are in 


the phase of detailed technical and economic feasibility studies and that 
cover an area of 1,325,000 feddans, including: 
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A project for an agro-industrial complex on an area of 10,000 feddans, to be 
implemented by the Northern al-Tahrir Agricultural Company. Negotiations are 
currently underway with the African Development Bank to finance this project. 


A project to produce and process dairy in an area of 8,000 feddans in al- 
Khashi'ah. This project is being studied by Dutch circles with financing 
from the Netherlands Government. 


A project for an agro-industrial project for the production of fruits, vegetables 
and dairy in an area of 7,000 feddans in Western al-Nubariyah. The detailed 
studies for this project are expected to be completed within 6 months. They 

are being carried out by (GATICO), a Swiss firm. 


A project to reclaim and develop an area of 1.3 million feddans in the southern 
valley. A preliminary study has been carried out for the project and has 
demonstrated the feasibility of reclaiming 135,000 feddans by using the under- 
ground water resources in the initial phase. A study is also underway on supplying 
Nile River water for the remaining area. This is a long-term project that will 
last till after implementation of the major irrigation projects in the upper 

Nile. It requires profound and detailed studies in veiw of the enormous 
investments required--investments estimated at 3.4 billion pounds. Steps 

are currently underway to explore the resources for financing the studies 

necessary for the project. 


[Question] What arrangements has the ministry made for the agricultural 
development of the Sinai, after its restoration to Egyptian sovereignty, so 
that it may participate in the food security and Green Revolution projects? 


[Answer] (The minister in charge of realizing the Green Revolution said) 
Agricultural expansion in the Sinai seeks the implementation of agricultural 
projects to increase the green land in the area so as to participate in bringing 
about the Green Revolution in the republic and to increase production, thus 
contributing toward achieving food security in Sinai and outside it. 


Therefore, the agricultural projects in the Sinai are divided into: 


First, Areas Supplied With Water From Nile River: These are the areas located 
east of the Suez Canal, such as Sahl al-Tinah and al-Buhayrat al-Murrah 

|Bitter Lakes] projects. The policy of these projects has been drawn up on the 
basis of producing fruits--almonds, piums and citrus fruits--vegetables and 
animal products, namely dairy and meat products. 


The method of irrigation to be used is that of sprinkling. 


Second, Areas To Be Irrigated From Wells: These are the areas using wells 
with a depth of 50 to 75 meters for irrigation. They are to be exploited for 
the production of fruits--citrus fruits, alm .ds and plums--olives and 
vegetables. 
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These projects will be implemented in the suitable areas in Wadi al-‘Arish and 
along the coastal strip between al-‘Arish and Rafah. 


The method of irrigation used will be that of pipes that are quick to build, 
sprinkling, drip irrigation and shallow wells with a depth of 10 to 14 meters. 
These wells are exploited for the cultivation of vegetables in suitable areas 
that are scattered throughout the southern Sinai. Surface irrigation will be 
used in these areas. 


Third, Areas Relying on Rainfall: These are the coastal areas between al- 
‘Arish and Rafah where rainfall is relatively heavy and sufficient for the 
cultivation of some kinds of fruits, such as almonds, plums and grapes. 


[Question] Can we know the actual cost of the reclamation and cultivation of 
a feddan cf land to develop it to the degree of productivity? 


[Answer] (With the frankness for which he is well known, Minister Tawfiq 
Karrarah said) The truth is that the cost of the reclamation per feddan differs 
fromareato area and depends on several factors, of which the most important 
are: 


1. Providing public irrigation and drainage means for the areas scheduled 
to be reclaimed. 


2. The need in these areas for elevation units [water pumps] to bring them 
irrigation water or to dispose of the accumulating drainage water. 


3. The proximity of remoteness of these areas from populated centers and 
paved public roads. 


4. The outcome of the studies conducted in each area on the suitability of 
‘ts soil and on its responsiveness to reclamation, as well as the studies on 
the most suitable means for irrigating these areas. 


The reclamation costs explained later on are estimated on the basis of the 
availability of water in public canals, within the limits of the degree of 
elevation [water pumping] generally needed throughout the country and on the 
availability of public drainage means. 


These costs are also determined by the outcome of the studies conducted for 
th preparation of topographical maps, by the soil classification surveys and 
alco by all the data needed to get a reclamation project ready. In the light 
o° this data, the general plan for reclaiming an area and the most suitable 
methods for its reclamation--whether by the adoption of surface irrigation 
methods or the use of the advanced methods, such as the various forms of 
irrigation by sprinkling or of drip irrigation--are determined. 
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In the case of surface irrigation, we notice that the effective factor in the 
costs per feddan is the work needed for leveling, which ranges from 300 to 600 
cubic meters per feddan. In the case of irrigation by sprinkling, the effective 
factor is the cost of supplying and installing the sprinkler-irrigation 


equipment. 


The statement of costs also includes the housing required by the reclamation 
operations for workers in the new areas, by the need to provide the necessary 
facilities and by the costs of extending the electricity and road networks 

to develop and serve these areas. 


As for the costs of the cultivation per feddan and of reaching the level of 
productivity, these costs depend on th type of the soil reclaimed, which is 
fundamentally divided into three kinc 


Calcareous lands that require a period estimated at 4 years to reach the 
productivity level. 


Clay lands that require an estimated period of 6 years to reach the produc- 
tivity level. 


Sandy lands that require an estimated period of 10 years to reach the pro- 
ductivity level. 


The cost of calcareous lands during the period of reclamation cultivation is 
estimated at 400 pounds [per feddan]. The clay lands require a period of 2 
years of flooding and then 4 years of agricultural cycles to reach the pro- 
ductivity level. The cost [per feddan] is estimated at 500 pounds. Because 

of the long period required to bring sandy lands to the productivity level, 
reclamation is carried out for a period of 4 years at a cost of nearly 400 
pounds [per feddan], followed by a 6-year period of below-productivity level of 
cultivation costing nearly 600 pounds [per feddan]. This means that the 
reclamation of a feddan of sandy land costs nearly 1,000 pounds. 


During this period, the feddan produces a yield whose value is difficult to 
estimate. This yield can be valued at an average of 40 pounds per feddan 
during this period. 


|Question] What is the ideal solution for making the plan succeed in invading 
the desert and in eliminating its problems so as to transform it into cultivable 
land? 


[Answer] The success of the plan to invade the desert depends primarily on 
putting all expertise at the disposal of this plan without any procrastination 
that may hamper the emergence and progress of this expertise. 


The estimates made for the land reclamation projects are, for the first time, 
founded on scientific bases consisting of: 
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Coordination between the Ministry of Land Reclamation and the other ministries 
connected with the land reclamation projects, such as the ministries of 
irrigation, electricity, development and new communities, planning, finance, 
agriculture and transport and communications. 


The plan provides for participation by the private sector side by side with 
the public sector in implementing the land reclamation projects. This is 
considered a new addition to the financial resources used to implement the 
land reclamation projects. 


This plan, with its provision for including foreign capital as a partner in 
land reclamation projects, has added new capital and scientific and technolo- 
gical resources that wi!! participate in raising the capabilities engaged 

in the sphere of land «+ iamation. 


This plan's provision for distributing the reclaimed lands to the graduates 

of agricultural colleges and institutes and to small farmers and to set up 
joint projects on such lands is considered the new starting point for getting 
rid of the burdens that used to be shouldered by the state to manage these 
lands. It is also considered a new incentive to encourgae the graduates to 
work in the field of land reclamation instead of seeking civil service jobs. 
This in itself is an incentive for the Egyptian man tocreate and an opportunity 
for this man to demonstrate his talents and to release his latent capabilities 
in creative work seeking to develop the lands granted tc hir. This man 

will be urged by his ownership of the land to always seek .o realize the 
highest yield from it. 


[Question] Have the land reclamation cooperative societies achieved the goals 
for which they were established and what is the role that these societies 
can perform at present to achieve food security and the Green Revolution? 


|Answer] The Ministry of Land Reclamation, with its central and regional 
agencies, is the administrative authurity concerned with guidance, super- 
vision and control of the cooperatives formed for the reclaimed lands in 
their capacity as the popular organization responsible for developing the 
petterns of agricultural utilization within the framework on the state's 
general agricultural policy and with the goals of raising productivity, 
achieving food security and enhancing the incomes of the beneficiaries so 

as to realize for them a stable and honorable life in their new communities. 
These communities are the nucleus of the modern Egyptian village with its 
1odern concepts and its rational social behavior. 


his cooperative structure consists of three levels whose responsibilities 
.ce connected in a coordinated and integrated manner which realizes the goals 
of each level according to the provisions of its by-laws. 
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The first level represents the “local societies” whose holdings range from 
1,000 to 2,000 feddans each. The number of these societies amounts to 163 
societies including 50,000 members comprised of farmers, the families of 
martyrs and fighters and graduates of agricultural colleges and institutes. 
The total area served by these societies amounts to 236,000 feddans. The 
responsibilities of this level are defined in providing economic and social 
services to their members by supplying them with the production requirements 
and by advancing to them the loans necessary to implement agrucultural 
operations and economic projects. These societies also supervise the pest- 
control, guidance and marketing work, in addition to providing social 
services to their members, especially in the spheres of health, education 
and rural industrialization. 


The second level is represented by the joint cooperatives. The holdings 

of each of these societies range from 15,000 to 25,000 feddans. These 
societies are formed of the local societies included in one geographical area 
and united by joint projects and goals. The number of these societies is 

14 and their most important objectives are focused on providing mechanized 
agriculture and maintenance of the machinery and implementing agro-industrial 
integration projects, such as dairy projects, livestock breeding and fattening 
projects, poultry projects and beehives. 


The third level is represented by the general societies. This level represents 
the top of the pyramid of the land reclamation cooperative societies. These 
societies are formed of the joint societies and the local societies not 
included in the joint societies. The responsibility of the general societies 

is represented in bolstering their member societies in the economic and social 
spheres so as to enable them to achieve their desired goals. The most 
important services contributed by the general society to bolster its member 
societies are focused on providing the necessary guarantees to the Agricultural 
Development and Credit Bank so as to facilitate deals between its member 
societies and this bank for providing the production requirements and 
agricultural loans. A general society also helps to solve production problems 
and to streamline the production, in addition to providing the agricultural 
machinery needed to develop the method of agricultural work. It also provides 
the loans requested by the member societies to secure their production 
requirements and to implement the industrialization and food security projects 
included in its annual program. A general society also markets the cooperative 
production and offers its expertise in the spheres of sorting, arbitration 
[al-tahkim] and of marketing the agricultural crops and other products. 

This is in addition to the cooperative, social and training services that the 
general socicty advances to its member local and joint societies. 


Despite the newness of the land reclamation cooperatives and despite the fact 
that many of them lack the components of production and that many of the 
areas in which they operate lack the service and social facilities that 
secure a stable Life devoted to work and production, these cooperatives have 
realized many of their desired goais, thus confirming that they are proceeding 
on their right line of responsibility. Perhaps the most important indicators 
supporting this accomplishment and heralding its continuing growth are the 
following: 
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The rising levels of production of all crops at rates ranging from 10 percent 
to 40 percent annually. 


The constant expansion in the cultivation of nonconventional crops, such as 
vegetables, fruits, medical and perfume herbs and oil crops. The area culti- 
vated with these crops in 1978-79 has amounted to nearly 62,000 feddans. 


The development of the agricultural methods through the use of agricultural 
machinery in the various spheres of service through supplying tractors, 
ploughs, trailers, irrigation machinery, threshers, spraying equipment, 
means of transportation, spare parts and other important equipment. 


Clearing the major irrigation and drainage networks, supplying fertilizers, 
afforestation, devoting attention to pest control and fertilization operations 
and streamlining irrigation in a manner whereby the effects are reflected 

in the production. 


Devoting attention to livestock production in its capacity as a main source for 
increasing income, improving soil qualities and supplying foodstuffs. The 
number of livestock in the reclaimed land cooperatives is 110,000 heads of 
cattle and buffaloes. 


The constant increase in the value of the agricultural production of the land 
holdings of these cooperatives: In 1978, this production amounted to 40 
million pounds of crop production, 6 million pounds of animal production and one 
half a million pounds in production from the food security projects. The 
profits in the same year amounted to one half million pounds. 


Revenues from the sphere of food security through implementation of a number 

of economically profitable projects at the individual and collective levels, 
euch as poultry and livestock breeding projects, beehives, dairy plants, 

fish farms and rural industries that rely on exploiting environmental conditions 
and the available raw materials. What has been accomplished in this regard 

is considered a nucleus for bigger and more widespread future projects so that 
such projects may cover all the reclaimed land cooperatives within the 

tresework of a phased plan in order that these societies may contribute 

more strongly toward our Green Revolution and toward achieving growth and 
prosperity for our dear Egypt. 


‘Question] | asked about the ministry's interest in bolstering animal 
production in its projects. 


newer] (Engineer Tawfiq Karrarah said) There are plans and programs to develop 
.we Livestock resources horizontally throughout the country without undermining 
the currently existing balance. These plans and programs seek to raise the 
productivity of the livestock resources and to provide them with the fodder 
necessary. Moreover, there is another sphere for horizontal development 
tied to the newly reclaimed lands which cannot do without animal production 
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and where this production cannot be isolated from the cultivation plan because 
animal production is one of the major factors in improving the soil and 
raising its fertility, in addition to providing extra animal products that 
help to meet the needs of the increasing masses. 


This horizontal development is included in the plan of the Ministry of Land 
Reclamation and is implemented by the agricultural companies holding large 
tracts of the recently reclaimed areas. These companies take into consideration 
the quality and productivity of the livestock so that this livestock may be 

the improved nucleus and base for proceeding to implement successive improve- 
ment programs compatible with the productivity of these lands and with the 
stability of the farmers benefiting from these lands. 


In view of the fact that the ministry is responsible prisarily for the 
horizontal agricultural expansion plans and for the subsequent implementation 
of the food security projects that seek to provide some of the citizens’ 

needs of animal protein in its various forms--dairy products, meats, eggs, 
etc.--there should be a plan covering the various animal production activities 
and compatible with the reclaisx * ereas. 


Even though the agricultural c »r mies have acquired large areas of the 
reclaimed lands, their current « imal production programs are very modest 
despite the fact that the pote: als available to these companies to produce 
green fodder permit them to absorb large number of cattle for the production 
of meat and milk, as well as a large number of sheep. The current production 
of these companies of meat-producing cattle amounts to nearly one percent 

of the general production. 


That is why it has been decided to expand the animal production projects with 
the aim of raising the volume of the meat-producing cattle to the level of 8 
to 10 percent of the general production--a percentage representing 60,000 to 
75,000 heads of cattle annually. Thus, the production of this sector will 
have its impact on striking a balance in the market prices, in addition to 
forming a strategic reserve that gives the state the opportunity to meet some 
of the demand under urgent conditions. 


The meat production activity focuses on benefiting from the unexploited local 
resources, namely the meat-producing calves that are estimated at half a 
million calves annually and that are slaughtered while still in the phase of 
suckling and while weighing only 60 kilograms at the average. Rescuing these 
calves from slaughter, raising them and fattening them to a weight of 400- 

450 kilograms will yield an enormous meat production. If the agricultural 
companies breed and fatten the numbers of buffalo calves proposed as a first 
phase, they will produce an estimated 16,000 tons of meat annually, representing 
25-30 percent of the volume of imported meats. This figure has its significance 
in terms of the possibility of curtailing meat importation, in addition 

to providing a large volume of leathers and intestines. 
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As for the production of dairy, the plan is inclined toward the breeding 

of genuine (Frezian) livestock in view of its high productivity, while providing 
to preserve the qualities of this livestock and exerting constant efforts to 
improve it so that it may provide: 


l. Dairy products to meet some of the increasing needs. 
2. Supply the female calves of this livestock to the new farms. 
3. Sell the excess suitable for breeding to any citizens who wish to buy. 


4. Produce offspring with high hereditary productivity and fatten the male 
calves [for slaughter]. 


5. Produce a superior type of semen and freeze it under standard specifications 
so as to facilitate the spread of artificial insemination with the ain of 
raising the productivity of the livestock owned by the farmers benefiting 

from the reclaimed lands and of embarking on successive phases to guarantee 
continued improvement. A total of 31,000 heads of cattle have already been 
distributed to these farmers through the Central Fund for the Development 

of the Livestock Resources. 


Studies are also currently underway to expand the breeding of local sheep 
and improved goats and to supply them to the areas that are now being reclaimed 
in the New Valley and Sinai. 


The plan also provides for setting up modern farms for the production of 

eges, each with the capacity to produce nearly 15 million eggs annually. 

The first of these farms is being built by the Egyptian Agricultural Company. 
The second of these farms will be built by al-Nahdah Company during the 

last quarter of this year. 


Moreover, there are presently several foreign investment projects to set up 
agro-industrial complexes on tracts of reclaimed lands. Most of them include 
projects for animal production, be it dairy products or meat. 

Role of Land Reclamation Companies 


[Question! I then asked the minister about the targeted goals realized by the 
companies operating in the sphere of land reclamation. 


_Aaswer| There are six land reclamation companies, namely: 
\i-Buhayrah Joint-Stock Company. 


The Egyptial Real Estate Company. 


Ihe Public Land Reclamation Company. 








The Arab Land Reclamation Company. 
The Kawm Ambu Land Reclamation Company. 
The General Research and Underground Water Company. 


The first five companies carry out all the works connected with lar’ 
reclamation, especially earth moving and land leveling, and with «ali kinds 
of food security projects. 


These companies have been able to take part in the project to widen the Suez 
Canal and got contracts, as a result of international bids invited by the 
Canal Authority, for removing 100 million cubic meters of earth from dry land 
as part of the project to widen the canal. They completed al] this work in 
1979 and ahead of the schedule that provided for completing the work in the 
early part of 1980. Al-Buhayrah Joint-Stock Company has also taken part 

in the underwater excavation work of the Port Said branching. 


Moreover, these companies are implementing a large part of the food security 
projects throughtout the republic. 


The most important of these works are: 


l. The covered drainage works for the Drainage Authority of the Ministry of 
Irrigation. 


2. Implementing the open drainage projects and the pumping plants of the 
Ministry of Irrigation. 


3. The works to build the poultry plants of the Public Poultry Company. 
4. The works to build the plants for breeding meat-producing livestock. 
5. Land reclamation works in all parts of tae republic. 

6. Deepening the High Dam in the area of Tushka. 

As for the sixth company, it is specialized in prospecting for underground 
water and in drilling wells. tlhis company prepares area maps through 


aerial photography and carries out all kinds of work connected with under- 
ground water research and soil classification. 


(Minister Tawfiq Karrarah added) The activities of these companies have 
gone beyond the republic and reached Sudan, Libya and Iraq. The companies 
have also been able to compete with the international firms in land 
reclamation projects and have been able to prove their presence in these 
countries. 











As for 1979, the land reclamation companies consider it the year of 
marching forth with the land reclamation projects. It is well known that 
land reclamation work has been nearly stopped since the 1973 war. Those 
companies are currently working in land reclamation projects, which are 
their original speciality, in the areas of Western al-Nubariyah, al-Hajir, 
Farskur, al-Tahrir Province and the New Valley. 


The government has drawn up an expanded land reclamation program in which 
the companies will participate as part of the 1979-83 plan. 


Anybody who has been following the history of the land reclamation companies 
will find out that they have always been among the state‘s most important 
instruments for achieving its goals and that these companies have succeeded, 
thanks to God, in carrying out all the works entrusted to them. I am confident 
of their success in implementing the state's ambitious plan for achieving food 


security and the Green Revolution as defined to us by President Muhammad 
Anwar al-Sadat. 


[Question] At this point, 1 asked about the role of the agricultural companies 


of the Ministry of Land Reclamation in realizing food security and the Green 
Revolution. 


[Answer] There are also six agricultural companies controlled by the Ministry 
of Land Neclamation and participating in the realization of the agricultural 
projects and animal production projects in the reclaimed lands. These 


companies are: 

The Egyptian Public Agricultural Company which is in charge of 35,464 feddans. 
The Northern al-Tahrir Agricultural Company which is in charge of 34,524 feddans. 
fhe Southern al-Tahrir Agricultural Company which is in charge of 46,200 feddans. 
The Maryut Agricultural Company which is in charge of 41,275 feddans. 

Al. Nahdah Agricultural Company which is in charge of 14,380 feddans. 

The Upper Egypt Agricultural Company which is in charge of 43,317 feddans. 

All these companies have achieved many of the goals of the ambitious plan 

drawn up by the ministry to complete the march toward new lands within a 
framework of sound scientific planning. 

ine general goals of these companies have been defined in completing the 
reclamation work in idle lands, treating and fertilizing soil in the areas 

that have not reached the phase of economic utilization, utilizing the 


cuitivable areas by resorting to the latest scientific methods so as to reach 
maximum production in the shortest time possible while following planting 
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cycles and crop structures compatible with the quality of the soil and the 
conditions of each area, adopting the methods of concentrated cultivation by 
planting fruits and vegetables for local consumption and for exportation in 
fresh and processed forms, increasing the production of oil crops and 

fragrant herbs to meet the local and export needs of oils and concentrated 
fodders. Moreover, these goals have also been defined in exerting efforts 

to tie the crop production with the projects for concentrated animal production 
by utilizing the fodders produced and by supplying the organic fertilizers 
necessary for building up the soil. The goals are further ‘efined in carrying 
out other works that raise the level of the efficient use of the companies’ 
resources and that increase the revenues of these companies without conflicting 
with their regular performance of their work. Meanwhile, the companies are 
permitted to set up and manage food processing plants that complement their 
agricultural activity and to build whatever is necessary for them to prepare 
their products for local and external marketing in a manner that realizes the 
best economic utilization of their production. They are also permitted to 
dispose of some of their lands by sale or lease and to regulate such activity 
in accordance with the laws approved by the state. Moreover, they are permitted 
to get into partnership with public, private, Arab or foreign capital to set 

up agro-industrial projects, animal production projects and projects to cultivate 
reclaimed lands or to reclaim fallow desert lands with the aim of providing 
agricultural products for the local market and for exportation. 


The goals of the ministry's Public Authority for Agricultural Development 
Projects and of the Desert Irrigation Agency are defined in formulating the 
general policy for the reclamation, cultivation and development of fallow and 
desert lands, in conducting technical and economic studies for new projects to 
determine their feasibility, in determining the locations of such projects, 
drawing up the blueprints for them and assigning them to the executive 
agencies concerned, in participating with the various state agencies in 
planning and designing the irrigation and drainage projects and the electricity, 
water and road networks. This is in addition to the fact that the authority's 
goals include surveying and classifying the fallow and desert lands that 

can be reclaimed with the Nile water, with underground water and with flood 
and rain water. The goals further include developing the water resources 

in the Egyptian deserts, studying the potentials of the [desert] underground 
water reservoir, assessing its capacity, formulating the ideal method for 

ite utilization, conducting the necessary studies on the use of agricultural 
machinery and land reclamation and drilling equipment so as to select the 

most convenient for the land, exerting efforts to coordinate cooperation with 
the foreign and international sides in connection with land reclamation, 
following up the implementation of the international agreements concluded 

in this sphere and providing technical advice and expertise to the Arab 
countries and foreign agencies. 


62 











Finally, the real picture drawn up by the Ministry of Land Reclamation for 
invading the desert and reclaiming new lands to be added to our cultivable 
area so as to bolster our third revolution--the Green Revolution whose signal 
was given by leader and President Muhammad Anwar al-Sadat--this picture 
truly inspires hope and bright optimism in the future of our dear Egypt. 
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ROULEAU DISCUSSES ALTERNATIVES TO KHOMEYNI 
Paris LE MONDE in French 17 Aug 79 p & 
[Article by Eric Rouleau: "Iran: The Specter of Counterrevolution"] 


[Text] A series of nationalizations and confiscations, the 
absence of a coherent economic policy, permanent agitation 
among the workers, and the threat posed by an army of un- 
employed are mobilizing the well-off and the middle classes 
against the Imam Khomeyni. In the absence of a structured 
army which could put an end to the anarchy or prevent a 
civil war, the threat of which is becoming sharper, in view 
of the proliferation of parties and armed militias, many 
Iranians are hoping that Providence will send someone. 

(LE MONDE of 14, 15 and 16 August). 


Tehran--The foreign journalist landing in Tehran, [illegible] -July, gaped 
incredulously. On a long rectangular table, a friend had laid out Iranian 
newspapers, weeklies and magazines which had suddenly started in evoking the 
life and struggles, the opinions and tastes of a man who had almost never 
been spoken of since his disappearance last February: Shahpur Bakhtiar, the 
shah's last head of government, condemned in absentia to death for “high 
treason.” 


Before Bakhtiar held his first press conference in Paris on 31 July, a number 
of publications were reproducing his manifestos, recorded on cassettes and 
smuggled into Iran. Some magazines were putting him on their covers, and 
others in their headiines or their editorials. The articles devoted to him 
were apparently favorable or neutral, rarely critical. 


The remarks which one frequently heard in certain circles in Tehran vere no 
less significant. "Many bazaaris, like myself,” a prosperous rug merchant 
esid to us, “hope that within a year Bakhtiar will replace Khomeyni; further- 
more, the press is preparing public opinion for this.” An old banker, from 

a great landholding family, explained to us: "The way things are going, the 
communists will be governing Iran with or without Khomeyni. Since a liberal 


regime is unimaginable in a country like ours, I would resign myself to a 
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military dictatorship, even of a Nasir type. However, my preference is for 
Bakhtiar, a strong man who would not let himself be fooled by the Commumists.” 


The beautiful northern neighborhoods hold the former prime minister in high 
esteem {ust as much as does Tehran's business center. Wasn't he the one 
chosen by the shah to defend the monarchical institution? Didn't he resist 
up to the end, and despite the repudiation by his political friends in the 
National Front, the thrust of "Khomeynist fanaticism"? Nevertheless, the 
hope nurtured among the "taghoutis” (the dispossessed upper class) is not 
without lucidity. "The populace will never receive Bakhtiar with open arms,” 
remarks one of them, during a dinner. "They will never forgive him for hav- 
ing sanctioned with his authority the massacre of hundreds of demonstrators 
by the army, and especially, for having been sponsored by the United States,” 
another guest agrees. 


At the Guadeloupe summit last December, President Carter proposed to his 
French, English, and West German peers that they support Bakhtiar, who in his 
eyes was the only man capable of taking over from the shah, whose departure 
nlready seemed inevitable to him. A short time later, the sovereign confided 
to Ihsan Naraghi, a renowned sociologist, that he would leave Iran “very 
shortly,” and on 30 December, he charged Bakhtiar to form the new government. 
m 8 January, the White House chief had a confidential message delivered to 
the Imam Khomeyni, warning him against the “bloodbath” that would ensue if 
the exile of Neauphle-le-Chateau did not give the new prime minister a chance. 


‘ a - , 
An Enemy of Muddle 


The warning having been ignored, the repression was, in fact, particularly 
bloody. It would doubtlessly have continued if Bakhtiar had not been “be- 
trayead™” by the chief of general staff, General Gharabaghi, who had, it is 
said, negotiated in secret the surrender of the armed forces. This would 
*xplain, according to military sources, the confidence, incomprehensible at 
time, which the former prime minister displayed just a few hours before 


“ne 
nis neadliong flight. 


‘is great bourgeois of French culture, who quoted Camus or Paul Valery be- 

‘ween gunshots, who did not conceal his atheism in a deeply religious country, 

who called the Imam Khomeyni, at the height of his power, an “irresponsible 

id madman,” was perhaps on the brink of unawareness. But his remarks and 

is behavior had something seductive about them for all those who were injured 
the Islamic revolution. For him, “revolution is the muddle that makes 

yu sick"; the millions of demonstrators who demanded his resignation were 

., his eyes only a “pack of babblers"; "I am for democracy, not for the pop- 
ace,” he said. Why wouldn't he hold elections?, he was asked 2 days after 

he Tmam Khomeyni's return to Iran. “Because 9 elected out of 10 would wear 

‘he turban,” he replied. He placed confidence “in the bourgeoisie, the 

‘adres, the intellectuals"=-in brief, "in the living forces” of the nation. 

‘nd it is to these well-off or leisured elites, Westernized or “modernized,” 

and therefore secular, that he gives reason for hoping in his manifestos as 

well as in his Paris press conference. 
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Except for a ‘ew nuances, the exile of Paris is basically not far-removed 
ideologically from a good many lay personalities who animate the Iranian 
political scene. He is of the Mosaddeq family, to which belong such men 

as Bazargan, the present prime minister, Sanjabi, president of the National 
Front, Hassan Nazih, president of the NIOC (national oil company), Moqaddam 
president of the radical party, and even Matine-Daftari, grandson of Mosaddeg 
and president of the Democratic National Front, who essentially reproaches 
Bakhtiar for his ties with the United States. 


Nevertheless, of all these nationalist personalities, who are respected by 
the middle classes and who could one day, depending on the circumstances, lay 
claim to the Imam Khomeyni's succession, Bakhtiar is today the favorite can- 
lidate of the centerist “backwater,” which aspires above all to order with 
respect for private property. 


lf Martine-Daftari appears too radical, and Bazargan and Sanjabi too com- 
promised with the Islamic movement, the former head of the shah's government 
is free of these “blemishes.” He was the first, and the only one, not to 
"give in to the populace” and to denounce from the outset the “dictatorship 
of the mullahs,” and the only one to benefit from the triple support of Wash- 
ington, the top levels of the army (which he was careful not to “humiliate” 
and to which he continues to pay warm homage), and of a sizeable proportion 
of the clergy, represented by the powerful Ayatollah Shari‘atmadari. 


The Role of the Ayatollah Shari'atmadari 


This person is in a way an authentic representative of the Bazaar, 40 percent 
of whose merchants are natives of his home province, Azerbaijan, and who vow 
fidelity to him come what may. The Bazaar and Azerbaijan have traditionally 
furnished the state and the army with many cadres and the business world 
with emiaent personalities. Bazargan, Hassan Nazih, Moqaddam and Admiral 
Madani the present governor of Khuzestan and a friend of Bakhtiar's), to 
mention only these, are Azerbaijanese from bourgeois families. 


The most prominent of the conservatives and “enlightened” mullahs, the Aya- 
tollah Shari'atmadari is also a subtle politician. A monarchist in head and 
heart, he rallied to the Islamic Republic while at the same time taking every 
opportunity to challenge its foundations and its orientations, before preach- 
ing a “laicity™ which strongly resembles a disguised clericalism. He wants, 
he says, to keep the mullahs out of political affairs, but as he recently 
explained to us, he urges the establishment of a kind of religious counter- 
power which would give "directives" to the government while at the same time 
seeing to it that the latter conforms to the virtues and principles of Shi'ite 
Islam, which he would like to install as the state religion. 


However, contrary to a conviction very widespread in the Western world, the 
split between religious and lay persons is often an illusory facade, and in 
any case, is a marginal contradiction in the Iranian context. Several res- 
Olutely lay formations, ranging from the far right to the left, have each 
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their ow “correspondent” in the clergy, “their” ayatollah or “their” mllahs 
who share their political opinions. Thus, for example, the far-right integ- 
rist organization of the Fedayeen-Eslam has within it and in its leadership 
several religious personages, the best known of whom is Ayatollah Khalkhali. 
The Democratic National Front (center-left) regularly consults Ayatollah 
Zanijani, a notorious Mosaddeqist. The Moujahidin of the People ( S- 
sives), and to a lesser extent the Fedayin of the People (Marxists), support 
Ayatollah Talegani, who also mintains good relations with Sanjabi's Nation- 
al Front. Therefore one should not be surprised if the centerists collabor- 
ate closely with Ayatollah Shari'atmadari. 


The political affinities between the Azerbaijanese ayatollah and Bakhtiar, 
who have also known one another for a long time, are obvious. Both being 
partisans of a constitutional monarchy--at least they were before the shah's 
departure--as well as of a liberal economy, they are both equally anticonm- 
munist and favorable to collaboration with the Wec.. Their alliance, tacit 
or formal, rests on a postulate: any government thst wants to be stable must 
necessarily base itself on at least two of the three pillars of the Iranian 
political world--the bourgeoisie, the clergy, the left. 


The last-named is the least influential, in view of the fact that the "third 
estate” of the "moustazefin" (underprivileged) is today, in the general opin- 
ion, more or less devoted to Imam Khomeyni. He remains for them the "father 
ot the revolution” and the guarantor of its successful outcome. However, the 
tragedy of the patriarch of Qom is that he does not have allies in the lay 
camp. The former propertied classes--it goes without saying--but also a good 
part of the bazaar, the liberal bourgeoisie, the state apparatus, and most 

of the intelligentsia are hostile to him or do not identify with his policy. 
On the other hand, he objects to the left and far-left formations, whom he 
mistrusts, even though they were disposed to support his "“anti-imperialist" 
struggle--despite its having a "mystical" character in their eyes--as much as 
his social policy, which is indisputably radical. In addition, Imam Khomeyni 
ioes not have trump cards comparable to those held by the Bakhtiar/Shari' 
atmeadari tandem. No foreign power really trusts him. The press largely shuns 
nim. He appears entirely ignorant of the rules of politics. Thus he has 
nissed the opportunity to be the guide of a nation, his enemies say, to be- 
some instead the chief of a faction of the clergy, and a heteroclitic faction 
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Ayatollah Shari‘atmadeari has carried out a maneuver that has hed the effect 
putting Imam Khomeyni's back to the wall. After approving the draft con- 
‘Litution in a general way, the Azerbaijanese dignitary suddenly declared 
a favor of the old amended fundamental law, before urging tre population to 
yeott the election of the constituent assembly--and this 2 days before the 
election. He thus achieved a double objective: he closed the door on dia- 
_Ogue, Om compromise with the imam, while at the same time challenging in 
vivance the legitimacy of a constitution which would be adopted by a “poorly 
elected" assembly. Brandishing the frightful prospect of civil war, he threat- 
enei to call an insurrection of the Azerbaijanese, who represent about a 
third of the total population. He called on Imam Khomeyni, in a way, to 
surrender or defend himself. 
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ince the patriarch of Qom is tenacious and obstinate, as he has proved him- 
seit, he will doubtlessly agree to take up the challenge. He is thus cor- 
nered into using violence and repression--to which, for that matter, his ad- 
veraries push him so as to discredit him further--in order to defend his 
authority, and thereby the Islamic revolution. 

ne outcome of the trial of force remains uncertain, to say the least. The 
forces of the left and the far left, although rsecuted by the Moslem in- 
tegrists, still prefer, all in all, the “archaic populism” of Imam Khomeyni 
to the “reactionary conservatism" of a Bakhtiar. Likewise, the autonomist 
movements will not be able to join the camp of a nationalist who speaks of 
“provincial decentralization.” The army, which until « new order is estab- 
lished is divided, weakened and apathetic, is not in a position to tip the 
scales in favor of a “savior” opposed by the rank and file. 

‘$ Khomeyni’s Iran therefore doomed to a prolonged “anarchy”? In any case, 
the future of the Islamic Republic, in the short or medium term, appears 

fery zioomy. 
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KHOMEYNI DECRIES IRAN'S IMITATION OF THE WEST 
Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 2000 GMT 9 Sep 79 LD 


["Text" of speech by Ayatollah Khomeyni at Feyziyeh Theological School in 
Qom on 8 September on the anniversary of the 8 September 1978 Tehran demon- 
strations against the shah--recordedj 


[Text] Im the name of God, the most compassionate, the most merciful. In 
the exalted Koran it is written: we sent Moses to his people to lead his 
people out of darkness into light and to remind them of the days of God. God, 
the exalted and blessed one, entrusts two missions to Moses. One is to lead 
his people out of darkness into light; the other mission is to remind them 
of the days of God. All the prophets have the mission to lead the people 
from darkness to light. God, the exalted and blessed also says: God is 

the guardian of those who have believed and He leads them from darkness in- 
to light. But among those who disbelieved their guardian is the Satan 
{[Taghut] who leads them from light to darkness. God, the exalted and bles- 
sed one, puts the Satan opposite to Himself and describes the job of this 
Satan. In the same way that God is the guardian of the believers and leads 
them from all kinds of darkness and obscurity toward light, Satan in the 
same way is the guardian of the nonbelievers and leads them from light into 
derkness. These two things are placed opposite each other: departing dark- 
ness for light and destroying darkness and obscurity and leading the nation 
teward light; as opposed to destroying the light and dragging the people 
toward darkness. One is the profession of Satan and the other is the com- 
mand of God. All injustice is darkness, all backwardness is darkness, all 
attachments to the world of nature is darkness, all forms of Westernization 
are darkness. 


hese people whose attention is fixed on the West, whose attention is fixed 

m aliens, whose goal is the West, who have turned their faces toward the 
-est--all these people are immersed in darkness and their leaders are Satans. 
Eastern nations which, due to internal and external propaganda and the activi- 
ties of internal and external agents, have turned their faces toward the 

West and regard the West as the goal of all their aspirations and which have 
sold themselves and dw not know themselves, which have lost their own cele- 
brities and sources of their pride, which have lost themselves and in whose 
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place a Western mind is situated--these have Satans as their leaders and 
have gone from light into darkness. All the afflictions of the Eastern 
people, including us, all our afflictions and problems derive frow the fact 
that we have lost ourselves and another person is seated in our place. This 
is why you see that in Iran nothing is popular unless it has a Western name. 
Even our pharmacies have to have a Western name. Even our textile factories 
have to have a Western script on the edge of the cloth they make and it has 
to have a Western name, too. Our streets, too, have to have Western names. 
Everything we have has to have a Western coloring. Even the books that they 
write, these book writers, these intellectuals--some of them--either they 
give a Western name to their book or when they write something they have to 
make reference to the name of some Western person. 


The trouble is that they are Westernized as well as the people. If the 
books do not have such Western names, if the factories do not have such 
names, if the pharmacies do not have such names people pay less attention 

to them. The people pay attention to a book only when right from the start 
of the book they come across Western idioms and Western termittclogy. So that 
they might forget their own terminology and their own diction. They have 
completely forgotten their own glories, they have beried them and have re- 
placed them with other people. All this is darkness and the Satan has led 

us trom light into this darkness. 


We have been dragged to this darkness by the Satan. The Satan of recent 
times, of our own time, encouraged this Westernization. They referred every- 
thing to the West. They borrowed everything from the West. They borrowed 
every school of thought from the West and forced it down our throats. At 
that time, our universities were Western universities, too. Our economy was 
Western. Our culture was Western, too. We have completely forgotten our 
own identity and have replaced it with a Western identity. As soon as some- 
body gets ill, they say he should be sent to England. That he should be 
sent to Europe. We have doctors here, too. I have heard that one of the 
relatives of Mohammad Reza--the deposed, the accursed--was suffering from 
tonsillitis. They brought somebody from Europe to operate on his tonsil- 
litis, while the removal of tonsils is a simple operation and our doctors 
can do it. What does it indicate to the world when someone who has been 

put in charge of a country by force and he is known to be the shah of the 
country, he does not even believe that there are doctors for tonsillitis in 
Iran? What a damage it does to Iranian medicine and to Iranian doctors. 
What a treason this is to the Iranian nation, that it is charged that 
throughout the Iranian nation there is not one doctor who can perform a 
tonsillectomy and that they have to bring somebody from abroad to perform 

a tonsillectomy. How auch does this assist imperialism and the West and 
how much does it damage to the honor of our nation’ 


When | was young, I remember that my eyes were weak as they still are. At 
that time Amin al-Mulk--may God's mercy be upon him--was an eye specialist 
and [| went to Tehran to treat my eyes. Someone whom I knew and who knew 

Amin al-Muik said that one of the famous people had some trouble with his 
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eyes and went to Europe to consult ome of the eye specialists there. The 
doctor or the professor he had referred to had asked him where he came fron. 
He had replied chat he came from Iran, from Tehran. The doctor lad asked 
him: Is not Amin al-Mulk still there? He had replied: Maybe he is but I 
don't know him. As this person told me, the doctor told that person that 
Amin al-Mulk was the better doctor. 


We have good doctors but out minds have become Western minds. Even the 
doctors are the sam When you go to one of them, even they say that you 
should go to Europe, because their minds have become Westernized. They 
have lost themselves. They have lost their power. They have lost ‘heir 
honor and nationality. 


As we have lost them, too. All of us have lost these. So long as the na- 
tion retains this Westernization, it will not find independence--so long as 
the books of our writers are such that even when they write something which 
comes from us they have to refer to the name of such-and-such foreign per- 
son, such-and-such Western person. So long as you do not get rid of this 
dependence you shall not attain independence. So long as our ladies--I 
don't mean you [in the audience] because you are the masses--so long as our 
ladies believe that such-and-such a fashion should come to us from the West, 
such-and-such decoration should come from the West, as soon as something is 
dome in the West they imitate it, so long as you do not get rid of this inmi- 
tation you cannot be human and you cannot be independent. If you want to 
be independent and if you wish to be acknowledged as a nation and if you 
want to become a nation you should give up your imitation of the West. So 
long as you are capitivated by this imitation you should not hope for inde- 
pendence. So long as our writers do not give up borrowing all their words 
from the West, they should not hope for the independence of their nation. 
So long as these names of the streets, pharmacies, books, our clothing 
material, everything are mot changed--only the mosques so far have not had 
Western names and that is because they have not changed their identity-- 
everything we have will have a Western name. USoth those who write these 
books use Western names and you who want to read them or those who read 
them do not show any interest in those books if they do not have Western 
nares. 


Those who disbelieved their guardian are of the Satan. Those who deny God's 
bounties have the realities hidden from them; thoce who are in doubt and in 
darkness, have the Satan as their guardian and the work of the Satan is to 
lead them from light into darkness, to drag them from light, from absolute 
}.eth, from guidance, from independence, from true existence, from Islam 

t ward darkness. At the moment, we have lost ourselves, we have lost our 
ortes, we have lost our celebrated persons. So long as you do not find 
that which you have lost you will not attain independence. Go and search 
and find it. Go and search and find [word indistinct]. 








So long as we are like this, so long as our writers are such, so long as our 
intellectuals think in this way, so long as our freedom lovers are looking 
for Western form of freedom, we shall continue to be in this plight. They 
shout: There is suppression, there is suppression, there is no freedon. 
What kind of freedom has been denied? They say the clergymen do not allow 
the men and women to go to the sea and roll around each other, that these 
clergymen do not allow our youth to be free and to go to the bars, to the 
casinos, and to be immersed in corruption. There is no freedom, they say. 
The clergyaen do not allow our radio and television to show naked women and 
those ugly, horrible and e«-ameful scenes and to aislead our youth and child- 
ren. This is an imported freedom which has come from the West. It is an 
imperialist freedom. The imperialists have dictated to those who are treach- 
erous to their own country to propagate these kinds of freedom. They are 
free to use heroin, to smoke opium, to go to gambling houses, or go to the 
houses of pleasure. What is the result? The result is that the youth who 
should devote themselves to the country become indifferent to the destiny 
of the country, an opium addict cannot think about the country. Those peo- 
ple who have been deceived from abroad--and those people who if they are not 
deceived from abroad are the foreign agents--they propagate corruption. 

They propagate actions which lead our youth to prostitution. The result 

of their actions is that in a country which depends on the strength of the 
youth, whose youth must have the strength of the youth, whose youth must 
have the strength to adminis.er it, they take this strength away from the 
youth. He can no longer think about what happens to his country, what the 
governments are doing to his country, what was done to his country by 
Mohammad Reza. These thoughts leave his brain, the serious thought is re- 
placed by a flippant thought. 


A person should be able to think about his own destiny, but they have taken 
away this power of thinking from him. This freedom which should be called a 
colonialist freedom is different from the freedom which should exist among 
the mation. This is a freedom whice has been imported from abroad and has 
changed our youth to what they are now. The youth who gets used for a few 
days to this behavior, who gets used to all this pleasure will have no 
further thought for who takes away our oil, who takes away our iron and 

who takes away our gas. He has no thought for such things. He says: Why 
should I bother? Let me enjoy wyself. Why should I spend my time on such 
things’? This is what they have done to us. So long as our thoug).tless 
writers do not save our youth and so long as they do not propagate a healthy 
freedom and so long as they do not prevent a decadent freedom through their 
pens ard their actions, we cannot have any hope to have a free and inde- 
pendeat country and we should take this hope with us to the grave. Moses, 
may peace be upon him, was given the gission to lead his people from dark- 
nees to light. This is the mission of all the phophets to lead the people 
from all this darkness, from all things which are contrary to humanity, 
which are contrary to the interests of the nation, to take them out of all 
this and to turn them toward light and immerse them in light. An enlightened 
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heart cannot bear to see that they are trampling under foot all his glories 
and all his sacred things and not say anything. An enlightened heart cannot 
bear to see that his nation has been dragged to such a misery and that even 
around Tehran people live in holes and say nothing. The colonialists vant 
to bring you up in such a way that you are completely indifferent about 
everything; so that you do not ask shy our poor have remained so poor 
while our oil has been taken away by others; so that you do not even think 
that we have such problems. 


Don't just look at the present time when light has entered your ‘searts. Look 
at 10 or 20 years ago and see if there was any resistance against these peo- 
ple who were plundering all our possessions, no, there was none. They had 
nothing to do with such murmur, there was no talk either in our sajles, 
mosques or universities. Nowhere. 


The second mission which God, the exalted the blessed one, entrusted to 
Moses was to remind them of the days of God. All the days belong to God, but 
some days have some special aerit due to which it became a day of God. 


The day when the revered prophet emigrated to Medina was a day of God. The 
day when he left Mecca was a day of God. The day when God showed his jover, 
when a prophet, who was rejected by everyone and who could not live in his 
own country and his ow’ house, conquered Mecca and all the tyrants and all 
the rich and powerful people came under his power thereby enabling him to 
say: Now you are free, now you can go--this was a day of God. The day when 
Ali--may God's peace be upon him--drew his sword and wiped out all the corrupt 
people, those cancerous cells--that, too, was a day of God. Those devout 
people whose forehead bore the mark of prayer but who did not know God, vere 
the people who [few words indistinct]. They rose against the commander of 
the faithful, may God's peace be upon him, they rose up against him due to 
the events which took place in Seffin. The imam, may God's peace be upon 
him, knew that if they remained they would corrupt the nation. They «illed 
all of them, except a few who fled. This was a day of God. The days when 
God, the exalted the blessed one, sends down a calamity to punish the nations, 
ends down an event, sends down a flood, sends down a storm in order to 
whip the people in order to make them human--tlhese, too, are the days of 
Ged, the days which are related to God. The Sth of June was also a day of 
God, a day when a nation stood up to a great power and faced 5 months of 
martial law. But at that time, the nation had no strength, the nation had 
still not been made; the nation had not yet woken wy and this is why it 
vas defeated. It seemed to be a day of defeat, “wt that day was the begin- 
ing of the triumph of the nation. 


« date we are here to commemorate, § Septembe , was a day of God, a day 
when awhole nation, man and woman, young and ol‘, rose up and gave their 
sleod in order to achieve their right. This was a day of God; 8 September 
was a day of God. Yow should re ;wber it. You sould commemorate these 
days of God, as you have done. These days of God should not be forgotten 
because they create human beings. These days brought our youth out of 
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the houses of pleasure and sent them to the battle fields. These days of 
God awaken and awoke our nation. Remind the people of the days of God. 
Don't forget these great days which happened to our people and which were 
the days of God, such as 5 June and 8 September. 


The day that wretched man [the shah] fled was a day of God. A day when a 
nation which had nothing defeated a power in such a way that he could not 
stay. His power was not just his own but the power of all his supporters. 
The whole world had stood up in front of one nation. I knew all these things. 
The whole world was first supporting him and then his successor, this Bakhtiar, 
and they intended to keep them in power. America was grabbing with both hands 
to keep Bakhtiar in power. They sent messages to me saying: He is one of 
us, he belongs to us. They were servants. Don't you find it strange that 
they maintain somebody under a certain guise for 10 or 15 or 20 years, ina 
national guise, in a false national guise for the day that they may make 

use of him. So that one day he may do some service for them. This is pos- 
sible, it is also possible for a person to claim to be honest, to be a 
nationalist and even curse the foreigners and write articles against them 

so that he may find a place in the hearts of the people for the day when one 
person leaves he can take his place to safeguard the interests of foreigners. 
Don't find it strange, as in fact it took place and you saw it. They used 

to tell us: Don't go back to Iran yet. They wished to assemble their forces 
and to get rid of the principal persons so that there would be no further 
possibility of returning. That, too, was one of the days of God. One of the 
great days of God, the exalted and the blessed one, was the night that they 
Staged the coup d‘etat, the night when we were in Tehran and when they an- 
nounced the martial law and extended it to days, so that nobody would come 
out during the day. Later they informed us that that night they were deter- 
mined to kill all the leaders of the people and all the elders and (?put an 
end to the whole issue). God desired otherwise. The uprising of the nation, 
that brilliant uprising of the nation, the committed nation-~-and gradually the 
forces which were on the other side joined this side--this was a divine oc- 
currance and was one of the days of God. Don't forget that they gathered 

all their (?forces and used all their deceits) to stage a coup d’etat in 

one moment and kill all the people who might be able to do something and 

to turn the nation back to its earlier condition. God did not desire this. 
This is why it was a day of God, because on that day you the illustrious and 
illumined nation with your hearts filled with faith were not frightened and 
on that day you poured onto the streets although they had declared martial 
law. You poured onto the streets and their plans were nullified. They 
wanted the streets to be deserted so that they could station the tanks on 

all the corners and then commit that crime. God, the blessed and exalted 

one, came to the rescue of this nation and that day is one of the great days 
of God. 


All the powers were supporting them, not oniy the superpowers, other powers 
were also supporting them, all those who follow the direction of the wind 
supported them too. But God, the exalted the blessed one, showed his bounty 
toward you and supported you against all these great powers and cut’ short 
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the hands of the aliens from your country. I hope it will be like this 
right to the end. Remember these days. Don't forget these days, these 
great days which are of the days of God. Remember them. Don't forget about 
the 5th of June because that was the beginning of the Islamic movement in 
Iran. 


Don't forget the 8th of September because that is aiso one of the days of 
God and we should not forget it. We gave so many martyrs, we gave so much 
blood on that day. Our nation rose against the agents of she foreigners, 
their blood was shed but they won. This is also a beginning. There are so 
many days that we cannot even count. The days when they attacked in utmost 
cruelty and you, men and women, stood up to them in utmost courage. One 
person told me that I have seen it with my own eyes that one young boy who 
was only 10 or 12 years old who was riding a motorcycle rushed toward a tank 
and was crushed and killed by the tank. But this was the spirit which had 
been aroused in the people that even a 12-year old boy attacks the tank 
with his empty hands. You, too, with your empty hands managed to destroy 

a 2,500 year empire and put an end to 2,500 years of rule by criminals. 

If you look at history you will see that there was not even one person among 
them who was not a criminal, there were just degrees of criminality. Even 
those who are thought to be residing in heaven, even they were criminals. 
Even Saffavid King Shah Abbas made his own son blind lest he might rise 
against him. He was like the rest, too. 


However, the person who was the origin of crime was this son [the shah], even 
his father did not share his originality in crime. He had inherited crime 

as well as being a criminal. [sentence as heard] The man who was the origin 
of crime, he who kept us behind in the name of "great civilization," wanted 

to obliterate our dear Islam in the name of Islam, he wanted to destroy the 
honors and glories of our nation, he wanted to destroy our great history. 

His originality in crime was greater than anybody else's and he is now a 
fugitive wandering I don't know where. Don't forget these great days. Our 
intellectuals and writers and all the learned and intellectual groups should 
pay attention to their own glories. They should not lean so much toward 

t.e West. When you write a book the contents are your own, why bother about 
what someone else has said? To hell that he said something: Do you refer 

tv a foreign name in order to make our young people unhappy and to take them 
out of their own frame of mind? 


You, as a nation, should resolve that if a pharmacy has a foreign name you 
will not buy anything from that pharmacy until it changes its name. Our dear 
niversity people should note that if someone makes reference to others in 
\is books, then they should not buy his books. They should not read such 
oks. They write such things because they want to have customers. If 
the customers leave them they will stop writing what they do. If an item 
is not in demand it will not be supplied. You should resolve that these 
things which are dragging you toward the West and which are trampling your 
glories under foot and replacing them with Western contents--you should re- 
frain from reading them, you should turn your backs on them. You should 
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turn your back to these books with material from Lenin and Stalin and other 
poisonous snakes--you should not buy such books. You are not forced to 
buy books. Don't buy such books. Don't read such books. 


The time is late and I don't have time to talk about the problem that we 

will soon be confronted with--the universities and the conspiracies which 
they plan to hatch in the universities. I have no time to talk about them 
now but our youth, who are mainly committed, who are mainly nationalists, 

who are mainly believers in Islam, should not allow some people to come to 
the universities and cause disturbances and hatch plots. They should turn 
their backs on them. They should not read their books. I don't say burn their 
books. Burning them is wrong but there is no burning worse than rejecting 
them. If they set fire to them they think there was something in them. But 
if you turn your backs on them the problem will be solved. Don't buy their 
books. Don't be the customers of the products that they bring. Let them 
bring them and hear them there. Let them bring 100 tons of them. Don't 

burn them and don't tear them apart. But don't read them and don't buy them. 
tf you don't read them and don't buy them, then after a few days you will see 
that there will be no trace of them left. They bring these books for you to 
read. They want to drag you from Easternization toward Westernization and 
the worst form of dictatorship. They want to impose the worst form of 
dictatorship upon you. Don't read these books. 


If, God willing, there is another opportunity I will talk to you more about 
this subject. I cannot do justice to this subject now. I pray for you that 
God, the exalted the blessed, in the same way that he showed his favor and 
bounty to this nation and released this nation from the evil of foreigners 
and the evil of the servants of the foreigners, in the same way he will con- 
tinue to vouchsafe his bounty to this mation so that the foreigners can never 
again penetrate this nation. May God bestow well-being, health, honor, 
strength and steadfastness upon you and free you from these freedoms which 
are imperialist ones and which have been imported from abroad to this coun- 


e 
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KHOMEYNI PLAYS ENEMIES ON ALL SIDES 


Paris AL-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 27 Aug 79 pp 2-3 


[Text] Fighting between Kurds and revolutionary guards in 
the Kurdish town of Pahveh was the signal last week 
for Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini to last out at a host 
of opponents and he made jt very unlikely that civil 
war — or a series of civil wars — can now be averted in 
Iran. His challenge to his enemies was clear: put up or 
shut up. Indeed, so violently did he rail against his foes 
that Tehran Radio, tightly controlled by his own 
supporters, censored one of his speeches by cutting 
some of his remarks ahout the Kurdish spiritual leader, 
Sheikh TF -zedine Hossemi 

The fighting at Pahweh set the Ayatollah on the 
warpath against the Kurds. Proclaiming himself 
commander-in-chief of the anned forces, he ordered a 
gencral mobilisation and dispatched troops and 
revolutionary guards to the region bordering Iraq. He 
also outlawed the Kurdish Democratic Party and more 
than a score of captured Kurdish rebels were shot by 
firing squads for “corruption” and for “waging war 
against God and his representatives.” He descnbed 
Sheikh Hosseini and the KDP’s leader Abdel Rahman 
Ghassemlou as “corrupt” and “infidels” and ordered his 
followers to hunt down Kurdish rebels, prompting 
appeals from Kurds to UN Secretary General Kurt 
Waldheim, The Ayatollah, the appeals charged, was 
bent on genocide 

The Kurds were by no means the only targets of 
the Ayatollah’s wrath. The army and the government 
“had done nothing to restore order at Paveh,” he said. 
There were hints from one of his supporters that a 
soldiers had disobeyed orders to fight, which would 
not be surprising in view of the Shah's policy of 
favouring non-PFarsi mimorities in his armed forces 
Meanwhile, Aboi Hassan Bani Sad’, one of the Islamic 
revolution’s leading ideologue: charged that the 
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government was full of “reformist” ministers and was 
thus unsuited for the task of ruling Iran. It was the 
government's weakness that had led to a multiplicity 
of centres of power and not the other way round, Mr 
Bani Sadr wrote in Jngilab Isiami 


Lay opponents of the Islamic revolution were also 
treated to a tongue-lashing by the Ayatollah, who 
likewise left no doubt that he would crush any 
opposition from this quarter. He told the assembly 
which last week began a month's study of the draft 
constitution that he wanted Iran's political life 
restricted to a single party “or a couple of good ones” 
and that other political groups must be outlawed. 

Opposition journalistes, writers and intellectuals 
had “abused the freedom given them,” Ayatollah 
Khomeini said, adding that “they must henceforth not 
be allowed to write anywhere.”’ Translating words into 
deeds, the authorities shuttered more than 20 
newspapers and journals, throttling what virtually all of 
remained of the opposition press. Six foreign 
correspondents were likewise expelled. The British 
Broadcasting Corporation’s correspondent was one of 
those given the boot and he was told by officials at 
the Ministry of National Guidance that there was 
nothing personal in the order. They did not object to 
his dispatches but were kicking him out because of 
other BBC broadcasts about Iran. This was old hat for 
the BBC — the Shah did exactly the same a few years 
ago. 

Ayatollah Khomeini charged that intellectuals and 
leftists “who speak of liberty and progress for the 
workers are the same people who set fire to 
wheatfields and do not allow workers to retum to 
their jobs or even to vote. They claim that it is the 
turban (the clergy) that is destroying the country when 
the truth is that it is the turban that has the greatest 
influence among the people an¢ which, during the last 
five months, has done its utmust to reconstruct the 
country and has acted indulgently toward: 
counter-revolutionaries . If the Islamic revolution had 
behaved like other revolutions and has executed 
quickly several thousand evildoers, there would be no 
sroblems at present.” 

The Ayatollah’s followers have also called on 
unofficial groups to hand over any weapons in their 
possession, but in the present atmosphere in Iran any 
attempt to disarm political militias is likely to spark 
off more fighting. And while the Ayatollah did not 
apparently include in his diatribes the other non-Farsi 
minorities, his anathema against a Sunni religious 
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leader in Kurdestan as an “infidel” will not be lost on 
other Sunnis in Iran even though the Ayatollah 
stressed that Sunnis were the “brothers” of the 
country’s Shiite majority. 

The stage is thus set. Apparently the Ayatollah 
believes he is strong enough to take on all comers at 
once. Certainly, the regiv>*’s lay opponents on the left 
are 2t present hopeless’) ‘ivided and there does not 
appear to be any . wdination between minority 
communities such as the Turkomans, the Baluchis and 
the Arabs of Khuzestan (the latter being greatest 
potential danger because they live in the oilfields and 
have been receiving arms and support from Irag). 
Individually, the Ayatollah might therefore be able to 
crush his human enemies. 

But there is another enemy which could deliver 
the coup de grace if something is not done quickly. 
Iran's economy, after six months of disorders and 
Stagnation, could bring him down. The bazaari 
merchants who financed the strikes against the Shah 
are now either hostile to the regime or unwilling to 
open their purses to help feed the unemployed, 
especially since the ban on exports of carpets and the 
disruption of imports of consumer goods has been so 
damaging to their trade 

Recently, the Shah's last Premier, Dr Shahpou: 
Bakhtiar, predicted that the revolutionary regime 
would be brought down by the weight of its own 
“unfathomable stupidity” and last week he said he did 
not think the Ayatollah would survive a year in power 
Dr Bakhtiar has taken a leaf from the Ayatollah’s book 
by using cassettes to carry his voice to Iran just as 
Ayatollah Khomeini did with such devastating effect 
when he was in exile. In addition, a group of exiles in 
France announced that they are going to smuggle into 
Iran copies of an opposition newsletter 
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IRAN 


NATLONAL FRONT VIEWS DISCUSSED 
Tehran AYANDEGAN in Persian 25 Jul 79 p 1 


[Article: “National Fronters Want Dissolution of the Revolutionary Council 
and Reshuffle of Government" } 


Excerpts] In its first press conference the National Front put out its 
views on the revolutionary council, the government, general unrest and the 
constitutional convention. 


National Front candidates for the press assembly were announced as; Karim 
Sanjabi, Eng. Kazem Hassibi, Ebrahim Karimabadi, Naosrattolah Amini and 
Or Mehdi Azar, all old members of the front. 


Asghar Parsa who spoke in place of Sanjabi who was ill, said that the primary 
issues were the makeup of the government, the revolutionary council, the 
constitutional convention and the constituent assembly. Parsa made the 
ollowing points: 1. A united approach must be preserved to bring about a 
legal government, the adoption of a constitution, the election of a consul- 
tive assembly, the election of president and the formation of a government. 
Unity must be on the basis of Ayatollah Khomeyni's leadership and the cooper- 
ation of all true followers. All parties and political and social groups must 
protect this unity and national understanding and set aside their differences. 
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IRAN 


VIEWS OF AMBASSADOR TO USSR CRITICIZED 
fehran AYANDEGAN in Persian 19 Jul 79 p 6 


[Article: “Proposals of Mr Mukri are Incorrect, Why Doesn't Mukri Heed the 
Leaders of the Revolution?" ] 


[Text] Dr. Mokri during a conversation with a correspondent of PARS NEWS 
AGENCY discussed economic relations between Iran and the Soviet Union and 
assessed the divergences in the nature and quality of Iranian relations with 
the Soviet Union in a way we took notice of. We bring you parts of this in 
detail and in this connection call your attention to the words of the Iranian 
ambassador to tue Soviet Union. 


Mr. Mokri during the discussion leaned towards building a second gas pipeline 
to the Soviet Union and proposed that the Iranian government buy merchant 
hips from the Soviets to export its goods to Europe. We added, “If the 
soviet government shows more friendship and understanding and makes it clear 
tnat our relations are not one of a super power with a country in process of 
evelopment, then I see no difficulty. In fact, even one say a pipeline 
carrying Sarakhs gas might be built to supply energy for the factories of 
Cencral Asia (Turkmenestan, Tajikestan, Uzbekestan, Kazakstan). He made this 
tement on 5 Tir [26 June 1979]. 


Mokri as a supposed representative of the government and people of Iran 
suuld by his actions protect the interest of the peonle and know the lessons 
of past unequal economic relations with superpowers and should present proper 
proposals in the areas of economics and politics. Unfortunately, the recent 
co versation and past statements he has made have shown that he does not 
re resent the basic economic interests or the desire for independence of the 
nian people. How can these deviant and entirely one sided proposals he 
cribed? Is he terrified of this superpower and its economic and political 
Mr. Mokri’s view that the Soviets have changed their attitude 
irding litics and relations with peoples of the world, including Iran? 


st ask Mr Moiri on what compensation or income is the gas agreement with 
Soviets based to justify his view that even a third pipeline would be a 








good thing? Wasn't it in recent months that a government spokesman said 
that the gas agreement brought great losses to Iran every week? Isn't it 
clear that the Soviets pocket great profits weekly from the sale of Iranian 
gas at exorbitant prices? 


In addition, Mr. Mokri supposes that Iranian relations with the Soviets vill 
be like those of a superpower with a third world country, settled with 
“friendship” and “understanding.” The aggressive Soviets, wolflike, use their 
great economic, political and military power to oppress peoples and engage in 
savage exploitation. They understand only force and the club. 














IRAN 


MESHKIN SHAHR KOMITEH DISSOLVED 
Tehran AYANDEGAN in Persian 18 Jul 79 p 12 


/Text/ Meshkin Shahr-AYANDEGAN reporter. Eng. Gharavi, governor of Eastern 
Azarbaijan, reacting to events in Meshkin Shahr ordered the dissolution of 
the city komiteh and the disarming of its members. 


To implement this order troops from Tabriz were moved here to disarm the 
komiteh. However, the komiteh members confronted the troops and refused 
to give up their arms. 


Because of this refusal the komiteh was blockaded by the troops from Tabriz 
and Aradebill. 


The governor of Easter Azarbaijan told AYANDECAN that the head of the komiteh 
of Meshkin Shahr has left his post and only certain individuals are resist- 
ing. We are trying to solve the problem peacefully. 


The governor added that we sow have control and if the komiteh members 
ontinue to resist we will .ake the proper steps. 


Concerning events in t. ‘ity, the governor emphasized that no one ad 
»4 7 


beca killed, but that because of some destruction and the closure of streets, 
it was not possible to inspect the city. 


Latest reports from Meshkin Shahr indicate that armed komiteh members have 
tied their homes with their weapons and have gone to the village of A.in, 
and soidiers are pursuing then. 


orrespondent in his dispatch added that recent events arose over disputes 
i. wut water distribution and that extensive damage has resulted. Several 
sec, stores and cars were destroyed or set afire. The windows of most 
res, houses and offices have also been broken. 


resent the city is at a general standstill. Offices and even bakeries 
re closed. Store and business owners of Meshkin Shahr announced that unless 
total peace is restored they will not reopen. 








According to statistics issued by Dr Mehraban, head of the Red Licn and 
Sun Hospital of Meshkin Shahr, 39 people had been injured and were in the 
hospital. Ome was killed by a rock thrown at hin. 


Of the wounded nine had been shot and four of them were sent to Ardebil. 


Col Aqdassi, commander of the Ardebil gendarmerie battalion, suffered a 
superficial wound in the left hand. 


Maj Nikbakhtian, new Meshkin Shahr chief of police, who was appointed 2 days 
ago, told AYANDEGAN by telephone, that according to information received 
from doctors, 45 people had been wounded and a bath house worker named Ali 
had been killed. 


He said that the city is completely closed down and villagers who lived in 
Meshkin Shahr have gone to their homes. After the storm the city is now in 
control. 


He said that signs of fire and damage were all over the city. 


Finally, he said that the police are doing their duty but that they lack 
sufficient power to stop all the incidents. 


After the outbreak of disorder and breakdown of security 3} days ryc, by 
yesterday afternoon the city was calming. At six in the evening, the residents 
of the city participated in a massive walk headed by Ayatollah Seyyed Soleyman 
Mosavi. 


A representative of the provincial government of Eastern Azarbaija announced 
in the Meshkin Shahr Martyr's square that as ofthat day (yesterday) the city 
komiteh was dissoved and its members had 24 hours to turn in their weapons. 
After 24 hours anyone found with a weapon will be considered an enemy of the 
revolution, will be arrested and brought before the revolutionary court. 
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IRAN 


PROPOSAL TO PROCLAIM 28 MORDAD A DAY OF MOURNING 
Tehran AYANDEGAN in Persian 28 Jul 79 p i 


{Text/ Political groups proposed today that 28 Mordad, the day that the 
government of Dr Mossadeq was overthrown by the CIA and international Zionisna, 
be proclaimed a national day of mourning and we should dedicate ourselves 

to follow the road he took against the Shah on 28 Mordad 1332. 


Dr Fatemi, leader of the Today-Yesterday group said in this regard that the 
government of Dr Mossadeq was overthrown on 28 Mordad by the CIA and by 
events brought on by international Zionism. For 26 years the nation suffered 
under Imperialism and Zionism the dirtiest most bloodthirsty regime in the 
world. 


Therefore, 28 Mordad is a day of national mourning and on this day the 
nation should follow the same path that he did in opposing the traitorous 
Shah in 1332. We should go to his house, Kakh Ave. No 109, to mourn the 
lownfall of his government and celebrate the victory over corrupt devils 
26 years later. 


CSO: "O06 


85 








TRA) 





KLY MEETING OF TEHRAN KURDS HELD IN STREET 
Tehran AYANDEGAN in Persian 28 Jul 79 p 12 


/Excerpt/ Thurseay afternoon at the weekly meeting of Kurds resident in 
Tehran Saramedin Saedeq Vaziri, the spokesman, discussed the problems of 
Kurdistan for those Kurds residing in Tehran. 


This seeting was to be beld at the Technical University but the group vas 
met by closed doors. Discussion between the Kurdish officials komiteh 
members, at the school produced no results. The meeting therefore took 
place om the street. Sadeq Vaziri made a speech on behalf of the society. 
Several people tried to prevent the meeting by telling Vaziri that he had 
to stop using Kurdish and speak in Persian. Vaziri answered, “It is our 
right in a gathering where everyone is a Kurd to use our mother tongue. 
This right is stated in the preliginary draft of the constitution.” 


The secretary of the society told AYANDEGAN reporter that he had reserved 
the university for the meeting a week in advance, but ’ at the time was 
changed to next week by the university because of entrance examinations. 
Today, when we arrived the doors were closed. in spite of the good will 
of some of the komiteh, many showed opposition, or to put it better, 
complained about the meeting. 


she reason they gave, was that we could not take the responsiblity for order. 
In reality, however, for months the Kurdish groups residing in the capital 
have held meetings in peace and quite. 
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VIEW OF POLITICAL ORGANIZATION OF IRANIAN ARABS 
Tehran AYANDECAN in Persion 29 Jv. 79 p 3 


JArticle: “Political Organization of Iranian Arabe Will Not Participate In 
Press Assembly”/ 


jText/ The political organization of Iranian Arabs has issued a criticisn 
of the government of Khuzestan and finds fault with summary executions. it 
says that the accusation of seperatism is baseless. 


We read further in the statement, “In the atmosphere where civil rights are 
suppressed and the necks of freedom lovers are crushed under fascist boots, 
what hope can there be for free elections and free participation in 4 press 
assembly’ Iranian Arabs believe in the icrritcrial integrity of Iran and 
the victory of the Islamic revolution. They represent the fulfillment of 
») years of hope looked for in the assembly. The spirit of freedom should 
move out of the shadow so that true independence can be enjoyed. if demo- 
eratic principles are not observed, the standards for free elections and 
rosperity cannot be accepted. 


t can be seen that democracy and free ideas are in a disasterous, almost 
m-existant state, due to the pressure groups who impore their ideas on 
il, and restriction replaces liberty. Even participation in assembly electicas 
campot be free and impartial. In view of this and because of the slim chanc: 
winning in the elections, the political organization of Iranian Arabs will 
mot take part in the elections. Partici,ation would mean an endorsesent of 
all actions taken against the people and against those who have died. The 
status quo and the future conditions of the oppressed people of Iran cannot 
be accepted. The assembly, whose charter is being discuse-d, has not met the 
mt important problem, the autonomy of the people, which has been forgotten. 
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IRAN 


STUDENTS IN KERMANSHAH RESTLESS 
Tehran AYANDEGAN in Persian 25 Jul 79 p 4 


[Text] Yesterday a group of Kermanshah University students occupied the 
Faculty of Sciences building. 


This occupation took place in protest against the expulsion of Hekmat 

Baba‘i, a student in the Faculty of Sciences, which the occupiers called 
illegal, and Bab'i's unauthorized arrest and imprisonment by the university's 
resident committee. 


In a statement the group also expressed its dissatisfaction with the actions 
of the head of the uriversity and Salimi, the director of Faculty of 
Sciences, and the university authorities’ lack of attention to their 
demands. 


The students ere also protesting the head of the Faculty of Sciences’ 
disregard for students’ basic political freedoms, ani the influence wielded 
by the head of the university in the University Council. 
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IRAN 


OBSTACLES TO CHERIK ACTIVITY IN ABADEH, GORGAN 
Tehran AYADEGAN in Persian 1 Aug 79 p 4 


[Text] Yesterday in Abadeh a group of people prevented the distribution of 
leaflets by the Cherikhay-e Fedayi-e Khalq, pulled down their posters from 
the walls and tore them up. 


These posters concerned the draft constitution. One of them said, “How 
the rights of the masses are trampled upon in the draft constitution." 
Afterwards a representative of the Cherikhay-e Fedayi-e Khalq in Abadeh 
contacted AYANDEGAN and protested the action, calling it contrary to basic 
freedom. 


Yesterday, Dr Ferdows Jamshidi Rudbari was stopped from delivering a speech 
as candidate of Cherikhay-e Fedayi-e Khalq group from Mazanderan. The 

group which stopped the delivery of the speech, also cut the microphone 
wires and tore down fabric banners at the handball sports grounds of Gorgan, 
where the speech was to be delivered. 


Earlier, other candidates of Cherikhay-e Fedayo-e Khalq were stopped from 
speaking in Amol and Babol. 
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IRAN 


BAKHTIAR TRIBAL ORGANIZATION ACTIVITY 
Tehran AYANDEGAN in Persian 23 Jul 79 p 3 


[Text] The Bakhtiari group residing in the capital issued a communique to 
announce its formation. The communique, in referring to the formation of 
Bakhtiari societies and organizations in the cities of Khuzestan, stated 
that: “Based upon the wishes of all the societies and the Bakhtiari 
organization announces the establishment of a central office, thus making its 
existence official. In the hope that this organization, as a link among 
societies and organizations which enjoy the support of over 3 million 
Bakhtiaris, can realize its important role in the human history of Iran, 
as one of the vigilant and upright guardians of the unity of the holy 
motherland of greater Iran, and its culture. Long live Iran--honor to the 
vigilant and combative Bakhtiari people." 
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IRAN 


POLITICS OF TORKMAN SAHRA DESCRIBED 
Tehran AYANDEGAN in Persian 27 Jul 79 p 4 


[Text] The Torkman People’s Political and Cultural Club nominated two persons 
to membership in the Assembly of Experts. 


The fifth conference of rural councils of the Torkman Sahra was held at the 
Gonbad-e-Kavus Youth Center. At this meeting Vali Mohammed Akhund, national 
and spirtual leader of the Torkman people, spoke on unity and iraternity 
with the peoples of Iran and nominated true representatives of the Torkman 
people to defend the interests of the hard-working towns and villages. 


He also discussed the union of the region's rural councils and support for 
the wishes of the nationalities. The Torkman People's Political and Cultural 
Club published a statement announcing that it would participate in elections 
for the Assembly of Experts. Part of the statement read: "The proposed 
basic law does not make the slightest reference to the concerns and interests 
of the Torkman people, and is not based on the people's true interests. 
Therefore, the club, acting in the knowledge of the people's interests and 
desires, which until now have been misrepresented by ignorant and self- 
interested elements, will take part in the elections to the Assembly of 
Exverts. It nominates Shir Mohammad Derakhshandeh Tumaj and Abdolhakim 
Makhtum as the candidates of the Torkman people. 
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PERSIAN GULF VILLAGE LIFE DESCRIBED 


Tehran AYANDEGAN in Persian 24 Jul 79 p 5 


[Text] Heashniz is one of the outlying areas of Bandar Langeh, and is 
located alongside a plain 54 kilometers southeast of the Gavbandeh rural 
district. It is 182 kilometers from Bandar Langeh along a dirt and gravel 
road. 


It is typified by date-groves and gardens, along with tobacco and summer 
crops. The tropical climate is most suitable for raising animals such as 
camels, but small herds of other animals also graze in the small pastures. 
Malaria is endemic, and is also transmitted to the inhabitants by rural 
pilgrims passing through the ports. 


Heashniz has 75 families and a population of 420. Because of the poor 
returns from agriculture, and the lack of alternative employment, a number 
of villagers have emigrated to places like Qatar in search of work. A 

few have found employment in the oil industry. Most of the population 
remaining in the village consists of women, children and old men. Heashniz 
is a Sunni Muslim village, like most of the other nearby villages, and its 
habitants speak Persian as their mother-tongue. 


The village has only two mosques, one mill, a clinic and a primary school. 
Some time ago the villagers, out of their own pockets, purchased a small 
electric generator, which guarantees the village several hours’ electricity 
in the evening. Also, there is a food store in the village, which satisfies 
some of the peoples’ main needs for food as well as some clothing. 


On a hill overlooking the village is a fortress from which powerful khans 
formerly ruled. Until recently, it was occupied by a group of villagers 
who had no other home or shelter. 


Several small landowners do business with a bank located ten kilometers away 
in the village of Buchir. A while before, a kind of small bank had been 
opened in Heashniz, but it was closed on account of the limited local market 
for its services. 
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Some of the small landowners in Heashniz have deposits in the bank at Buchir, 
which they draw on to buy pumps, agricultural equipment and similar items. 
The co-operative society and other government organizations in Buchir also 
extend their services to Heashniz. 


Heashniz also has a mill, which grinds the village's inadequate wheat crop 
into flour. Most of the villagers satisfy their corn requirements by buying 
them in Bandar Langeh or Bandar ‘Abbas. 


The village does not have piped water. It gets its water from a spring, 
wells and reservoirs which store water from the rainy season. 


Legal questions and problems are dealt with by the headman and village 
elders who, however, do not have any real executive authority. 


The village clinic is not very well equipped or effective, and the villagers 
go to the province's central hospitals for treatment of illnesses. 


Production and Ties to the Land 


The inhabitants of Heashniz obtained their lands through the agrarian land 
reform. Those without land, or whose lands are too small, work on the others’ 
lands as sharecroppers. 


These arrangements generally fall under one of the following categories: 


l. The owner of the land, seed and ox turns them over to the cultivator, 

who is completely responsible for farming the land. At the end of the season, 
the landwoner and the cultivator divide the product equally. Since wheat 

and barley are not irrigated in Heashniz, the amount of the crop to be 
divided varies according to the amount of rainfall in a particular season. 


2. In some cases, the landowner only provides the seed, and the cultivator 
plows the field. The two still divide the crop equally, which is a less 
equitable system than the first one. 


3. In some cases, where the owner is absent or unable to work, ‘planters’ 
do the work of maintaining the date-palms, such as regular watering, 
picking the fruit, etc., for which they get a half-share in the crop. 


li Heashniz, traditional agricultural tecianiques are still used. Plowing 
i: done with an ox or donkey hitched to a plowshare. 
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Otper Occupations 


Those who work in the village, and wix are not destitute or compelled to 
emigrate, include livestock-owners and pedlars as well as farmers and 
orchard-owners. Pedlars bring needed tools and other articles from the 
cities, which they sell to the villagers. These articles include rice, 
barley, cement, cooking oil, fresh fruit and vegetables, and small household 
necessities. 


These pedlars take in about 1200 riyals per day when they are selling. 


In the offseason, the farmers usually do simple work in the village, for 
which they earn 35 to 70 tomans per day. 


The women, unlike those in other provinces along the coast, do not veil 
their faces. They wear native clothes, and their work consists mainly of 
keeping house and bringing water from the spring. They carry the water 
several kilometers in 20-liter cooking oil cans. Because of the 182- 
kilometer distance to Bandar Langeh, iceboxes and some refrigerators are in 
use. No daily newspaper reaches Heashniz, but the radio is sufficiently 
available. 
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IRAN 


PRIVATE PROPERTY SEIZED IN KHUZESTAN 
Tehran AYANDEGAN in Persian 25 Jul 79 p 4 


{Text} All financial and other property belonging to Hassan ‘Arab, the well 

known capitalist and director of the dissolved newspaper PARCHAM-E KHAVAR-E 
MIANEH [BANNER OF THE MIDDLE EAST], and a dedicated supporter of the ousted 
Pahlavi regime, has been seized. 


The Public Prosecutor of the Islamic Revolution of Abadan and Khoramshahr 
told a PARS reporter in Abadan that the seizure of all of ‘Arab'’s financial 
and other property had been decreed yesterday, including several nightclubs, 
hotels and also bank deposits. He added that the exact extent of the holdings 
of Hassan ‘Arab, who under the old regime helped spread corruption on earth 
by opening several nightclubs, is not yet known, but that an investigation 
has begun. According to the PARS NEWS AGENCY report, Hasean ‘Arab is 
presently outside the country. 


8921 
CSO: 4906 


95 

















IRAN 


FOREIGN INVESTMENTS ANNO ‘INCED 
Tehran AYANDEGAN in Persian 19 Jul 79 p 4 
[Article: “Foreign Countries Have Invested 510 Million Dollars in Iran"] 


[Text] According to an informed source of the Ministry of Economic Affairs 
and Finance told PARS NEWS AGENCY that investors from foreign countries have 
made committments to invest in Iran. This official said that industrial 
nations have documented agreements to invest 800 million dollars in Iran but 
at the time of victory of the revolution had only been able to supply 150 
million dollars in machinery and cash. 


Of this, 140 million dollars had been returned. This amount of investment 
does not include loans. The official provided the names of the investing 
countries as follows: 


America 147 million dollars, Japan 167 millicn, Germany 65 million dollars, 
France 29 million dollars, Sweden 20 million doilars, England 21 million 
dollars, Italy 29 million dollars, Holland 11 million dollars, Sweden [sic] 

8 million dollars and other countries 13 million dollars. In all, 26 foreign 
countries have invested in Iran, 
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IRAN 


STEEL PRODUCTION REACHES 95 PERCENT 
Tehran AYANDEGAN in rersian 17 Jul 79 p 4 


[Text] Production at the Isfahan Steel Mill has increased to 95 percent 
capacity. 


Mohammad Ali Motagi, operations director of the Isfahan Steel Mill, told 
PARS NEWS AGENCY yesterday that this year the mill will produce 640 thousand 
tons of cast iron, from which 60 thousand tons of steel will be produced. 

it is proposed that 554 thousand tons will be used for iron bars and rails 
for the market. A total of 444 thousand tons of coke will be produced. 


Even with the stoppages and slowdowns during the events of the revolution and 
the shortage of coke and raw materials it is within the capabilities of the 
mill to reach 95 percent capacity. The difficulties resulting from the stag- 
nation prior to the revolution, lack of transport, shortage of coke production, 
which at times forced us to use the coke ovens 30 hours instead of 16, were 
overcome and in our view the present production approaches ideal. 


The operating director described the extensive workings of the mill and com- 
mentod that the construction of high furnace number two had been completed, 
the work of “agglomeration" and coke production unit had reached 80 percent, 
rolling mill 500 reached 70 percent, rolling mill 300 reached 30 percent. 

It should also be said that 35 percent of the expansion of unit two has been 
completed and it is predicted that production will reach approximately 1.9 
million tons of steel during the second half of the year, almost three times 
the current production, 


He noted that there were some provocative elements in the mill who occasionally 
cai sed problems. These were the same SAVAK elements who unfortunately had 

not yet been purged and who with their friends and other negative people they 
have created deviations among the simple and uneducated masses. 
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IRAN 


BRIEFS 


AIRLINES COMMUNICATIONS WORKERS STRIKE--The strike of communications workers 
of the netional airlines has entered its fifth day. The communications 
workers want equal wages and benefits and an end to discrimination betweer 
themselves and the controllers. A repersentative of the workers told 
AYANDEGAN yesterday morning that two representatives of the national adminis- 
trative and personnel departments talked with the communications workers. 

The, proposed to pass on the requests of the strikers for discussion but after 
two months there has been no action or agreement. [Excerpts] /‘ehran 
AYANDEGAN in Persian 29 jul 79 p 1] 9448 


"KEYHAN-E AZAD‘ PUBLICATION--KEYHAN-E AZAD [FREE KEYHAN] has obtained a licease 
and will soon publish. The paper will be published by 20 writers, reporters 
and translators of KEYHAN. Another group of KEYHAN reporters will aiso join 
them. KEYHAN-E AZAD will be under the supervision of an editorial board. 

Last evening an editorial meaber of KEYHAN-E AZAD told AYANDEGAN that material 
to be used in the paper will be collected irternationally and that some of 


his colleagues were presently preparing the first edition. [Text] [Tehran 
AYANDEGAN in Persian 29 Jul 79 p 1] 9448 


SAQSHEBANDI LEADER VISITS QOM--The leader of the Naqshebandi Moslems of 
Lebanon visited Ayatollah Khomeini. Adnan Yassin, leader of the Naqshebandis 
Moslem of Lebanon said that during the visit he had discussed the situation 

of Moslems in Lebanon with the Ayatollah in the hope of getting aid fcr 

them. The Nagshebandis also have followers in iran, | ly_those in Kurdistan 
under the leadership of Sheikh Osmar Naqshebandi. /Text/ /Tehran AYANDEGAN 

in Persian 29 Jul 79 p “i/ 9448 





ISFAHAN SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY--The Socialist Workers Party has issued a 
statement concerning the prevention of the party's election activities 

in Isfahan as follows: “After the announcement of the Socialist Workers 
Party candidates for the press assembly from Isfahan savage attacks have 
taken place to silence the voice of the party in Isfahan. These attacks, 
directed against sellers of the newspaper KARGAR /WORKER/, members of the 
party and candidates for elections, i.e. Mrs Shahreh Amin and Messrs Norik 
Aghazarian and Nurollah Farzan, were directed by a rightist group consisting 
of 50 or 60 people who are krown. This has led to injury of members and the 
prevention of party activity in Isfahan. [Text] /Tehran AYANDEGAN in Persian 
28 Jul 79 p 1/ 9448 
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IRAQI OIL TANKER FLEET: GROWTH OF NATIVE RESOURCES 
Baghdad AL-IRAQ in Arabic 28 Jul 79 p 9 


[Article: "The Iraqi Crude Oil Tanker Fleet: a Shining Example on Road 
of Revolution; Ambitious Plan to Have Iraqi Crews for Crude Oil Tankers; 
Native Seafaring Cadres Are Creative Capabilities That Strengthen 
Revolutioa's Plans") 


{Text} The creation of the Public Organization of Iraqi Oil Tankers on 
the lith of April 1972 was an important and a significant event in the 
history of our struggling country. While the first phase of the direct 
national investment project for the northern al-Ramilah field was being 
put into operation, the Iraqi crude oil tanker, al-Ramilah, was docking 
quietly at the port of al-Faw. Al-Ramilah is one of seven tankers from 
Spain that have arrived one after the other. Iraq had concluded a 
purchase contract for these tankers in 1970. 


The arrival of al-Ramilah to the country means a great deal to the 
revolution since it will do away with the international monopolier that 
control the tankers’ market. 


In order to strengthen the Iraqi fleet, especially after the hist srical 
nationalization resolution on the first of June 1972, eight new super 
tankers were purchased from Sweden and Japan. Iraq now owns 15 crude oil 
tankers with a total capacity of 1.5 million tons. 


At the height of the festivities of our struggling people on the occasion 
of the llth anniversary of the Glorious 17 July Revolution, we met the 
director general of the Public Organization of Iraqi Oil Tankers in the 
governorate of Basrah where the organization is located. The director 
general talked to us about the role which the organization has been 
playing via its seagoing fleet and especially after the historical 
nationalization resolution. 


He said, “It was a historical moment when the first shipment of national 
crude oil was exported; it was produced at the National Investment 
Project for the northern al-Ramilah Field by the native cadres who are 
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employed at the Public Organization of the Oil of the South. Ever since 
that day the organization has been making a major effort in spite of its 
limited capabilities. But the continuing support from the leadership of 
the party and the revolution has had a major effect on bringing the 
organization to its present condition. The organization does in fact 
own tankers of different sizes that sail the seas and the oceans where 
crude oil is marketed to world markets. 


"Since embarking upon this kind of seafaring activity is new to our 
Struggling country, we did suffer somewhat early in [our] operation, 
especially with regard to providing seafaring cadres. At the present 
time, however, and in the light of the leadership of the party and the 
revclution, we have 225 native seafaring cadres who are distributed among 
all the tankers in a manner that is consistent with the organization's 
aebitious plan to place Iraqi crews on these tankers.” 


"sen will the process of placing Iraqi crews on these tankers be 
completed?" 


The director general says, “With the exception of the ciptain and the 
chief engineer, it is expected that the full process of placing Iraqi 
crews on LIragi oil tankers be compled in 1982. Preparation for these 
positions requires an internationally determined period of time. 


“At the present time the Arab Gulf Academy for Marine Studies is con- 
sidered the principal source for helping to provide the organization 
with seafaring cadres. A new group, consisting of 15 marine officers, 

5 telecommunications officers and 10 seamen, first class, will be hired 
this year to work on our tankers. There are also 50 trainees who did 
complete their theoretical studies in Yugoslavia and are now actually 
serving their tour of duty in order to obtain a seafaring certificate to 
work on our oil tankers.” 








The director general affirms that the organization currently has 35 
persons in leadership positions who can be relied on to navigate the 
tankers in the coming years. There is also another number of leadership 
cadres who are graduates of the Arab Gulf Academy for Marine Studies; 
they are about to begin work on the tankers. Helping to provide the 
organization with leade:ship cadres is an important matter for the 
success of the process of placing Iraqi crews on the tankers. 


fhe director of shipping affairs says, “The percentage of native sea- 
faring cadres who are working on our tankers has increased noticeably 
‘mn recent years as a result of the efforts that the ore nization is 
making through the continued support of the leadersbi, c. the party and 
the revolution.” 


He added that the matter of promoting native seafaring cadres on our oil 


tankers continues to proceed efficiently for the purpose of successfully 
carrying out the process of placing Iraqi crews on the tankers. 
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New Cadres on the Tanker Kirkuk 


While our struggling country was celebrating the ilth anniversary of the 
Glorious 17 July Revolution, the waters of the Arabian Gulf were also 
fluttering glee ully beca--se new cadres had been promoted on board the 
tanker, Kirkuk. as it lay rt anchor near the huge port of al-Bakr in the 
Arabian Gulf. 


We met some of our native seafaring cadres on board the tanker, Kirkuk. 
They spoke about life at sea and about the exhausting efforts that are 
made in sea work. 


Third Officer ‘Abd-al-Salam Dawud Husayn says, "We have achieved significant 
progress in seafaring activity as a result of the organization's considerable 
and continuing support for the seamen who are working on the oil tankers.” 


He adds, “The placement of Iraqi crews on the oil tankers is the goal of 
the native cadres, especially since our cadres have the ability and 
capability to operate any tanker. All [our) experiences affirm this fact.” 


Mr Kazim Karim ‘Abd ‘Ali, second engineer, says, "The native seafaring 
cadres who are working on Iraqi oil tankers «'« different from those who 
were working when the organization was established. Having had actual 
practice and harsh experiences in marine work, the cadre now has advanced 
and developing capabilities for operating these tankers. This is a fact 
that is known to all. But it is the cadre shortage that is delaying the 
process of placement of Iraqi crews on the tankers. It is a process 
which I consider tc be one of the fundamental problems in our struggling 
country.” 


Mr Kazim adds that support must continue on a broad scale because marine 
work is different from any other work. It is, therefore, necessary to 
provide all the requirements for comfort and recreation to the seafaring 
cadre which is in a constant struggle with the sea. 


Sailor ‘Abd-al-Hasan Jabbar Maz‘al who is considered one cf the energetic 
seafaring cadres says, “Although sea life is harsh, we are overjoyed to 
be working on Iraqi tankers." 


Mr ‘Abd-ai-Husayn [sic] is asking that the organization fill every shortage 
area on the tankers, and especially [with regard to] recreational matters 
because (their cost] is insignificant compared with the economic returns 
[they would yield]. 


Sailor “Abd-al-Sahib ‘Abd-al-Hadi who is considered one of the pioneers 
of marine work says, “The native seafaring cadres who are working on the 
Iraqi oil tankers are working night and day on the open seas and oceans 
to realize our ambitions and the hopes of our struggling party for 
creating an Iraqi fleet that has the capability to sail the seas. [They 
are working night and day] to complete the success of the great 
nationalization effort." 
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He adds that the placement of Iraqi crews on the Iraqi fleet is a basic 
process that must be accomplished evpeditiously “because we suffer a 
great deal when we work with foreign crews." 


The process of promoting Iraqi cadres on board the tanker Kirkuk is not 
the last [such] operation; it has been preceded by other promotions on 
the tankers. [This will continue] until the placement of Iraqi crews on 
lragi tankers is completed. This process is considered a fundamental 
goal for the leadership of the party and the revolution in Iraq. 


What remains for you to know, dear reader, is that the Public Organization 

of Iraqi Oil Tankers has the following tankers: al-Ramilah, Khangqin, 

Jambur, Baba Karkar, Bazarkan, Kirkuk and ‘Ayn Zalah. The capacity of 

each one of these tankers is 35,370 tons. In addicion, the organization 

owns the following tankers: Tariq ibn Ziyad, with a capacity of 118,000 

tons; al-Yarmuk, with a capacity of 144,000 tons; al-Qadisiyah, with a 
capacity of 155,000 tons, al-Mutanabbi, with a capacity of 130,000 tons; 
‘Amuriyah, with a capacity of 155,000 tons; al-Farahidi, with a capacity 

of 144,000 tons; Hatin, with a capacity of 155,000 tons; and al-Mustansariyah, 
with a capacity of 155,000 tons. 


The Ministry of Oil 


Media and Public Relations Division 
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ISRAEL 


EXPLANATIONS OFFERED FOR DAYAN'S RECENT POLITICAL MOVES 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 7 Aug 79 p 9 


{[Article: “Ever Since His Recovery Dayan Repeatedly Surprises Everyone With 
tis Political Stands"] 


[Text] Ever since his recovery Dayan has been surprising his colleagues in 
the Cabinet and the public at large. In each of the four Cabinet meetings 
held since he came back to work Dayan proposed a resolution or expressed 
opinions that were quite a surprise. In all cases his positions were adopted. 
He has been proving his considerable personal weight in the government, but 
the fact that the other ministers tend to accept his opinions does not 
necessarily show that they fully understand him. 


In the government meeting of 15 July, the first attended by Dayan following 
his operation, he stunned the ministers with the following ideas: The 
situation in the Middle East and the role of the United States there should 
be reevaluated. Since the signing of the Camp David accords far-reaching 
changes have taken place in the region and they shoula be taken into account. 
The United States should be more involved in the relations between Israel and 
Egypt, and we should strive to form a pro-Western bloc. To this end we 
should propose to the United States to undertake operation of the airport 
that Israel is about to vacate in the Sinai. The other idea that Dayan 
voiced is that Israel does not stress its authority over east Jerusalem. 


In the coalition meeting of 22 July Dayan convinced his colleagues to adopt 
his opinion and oppose the American idea of replacing the UN emergency force 
in the Sinai with observers. 


Motives 


A week later Dayan came up with the following: The Egyptians are violating 
the peace treaty by operating the El-‘Arish airfield under military rather 
than civilian authority. There is no interministerial coordination on visits 
to Egypt, there is no cohesive government policy regarding the UN supervision 
of the security agreements in the Sinai (thus Dayan alluded again to the 
question of UN observers which he had raised at the previous meeting), there 
are ministers who talk in front of American representatives and create the 
impression of a non-unified government position. 
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In the government meeting of 5 August Dayan shocked the other ministers when 
he sharply criticized the government, accusing it of ineptness. Dayan openly 
attacked Simha Ehrlich's economic leadership. On the one hand he criticized 
the government and the country as limp entities, and on the other hand he 
encouraged everyone to wake up and muster some courage. In addition he 
recommended a moderate stand on the issue of UN observers aad avoiding the 
adoption of resolutions which would discontinue the IDF withdrawal from the 
Sinai or which would force the UN observers to leave the peninsula. 


In the course of other discussion in the past 4 weeks Dayan voiced other 
ideas. he opposes the Zgyptian position which would like to see the Red 
Cross involved in a plan of visits of Egyptian students in Gaza. He claims 
that Egypt has to be dealt with on a reciprocal basis and that we ought to 
show a hard line when it demands gestures and exceptions to the peace treaty. 
He complains of erosion of the peace treaty and warns against weakness on the 
part of Israel. 


The ministers wonder: What does Dayan want and what are his motives? On the 
face of it his approach shows leadership. The mar sees the government at its 
weakest and he adopts positions designed to wake it up from its complacency. 
Some of his pronouncements sound as though they should come out of the prime 
minister's mouth. The difficulty in this explanation for Dayan's moves lies 
in the simple fact that the man has no ambition to become prime minister, 
since he has no political base to achieve such a goal. His parliamentary 
strength is well known, and everyone remembers that his political ambitions 
have infiuenced his position vs Menahem Begin. It is therefore strange to 
ascribe to him far-reaching political ambitions for national leadership. 


There are those who explain his extreme positions as a reaction to his 
operation and his recuperation thereof. This explanation is rather 
farfetched considering the man (those who are of this opinion have not talked 
to Dayan following the operation) and his definitely theoretical mind. 


Paving liis Way Out of Government 


There are those who suspect that Dayan is just paving the way to leave the 
government based on his disappointment with its functioning and the dangers 
facing the peace treaty with Egypt. 


It seems that it may be just as well to latch on to this explanation, 
although it cannot be accepted at face value. The peace treaty seems--to 
layan--to have acquired a dangerous direction. Autonomy has become a means 
<o intensify Palestinian pressure on the world, and the possibility that 
gypt may have the upper hand over Israel in further confrontations is 
becoming more and more real. Dayan is furious because Israel agreed to 
forego the American grant (to construct the airfields in the Negev) and to 
convert it to a not too easy loan (at 9 percent). True, Begin gave 
Washington the opportunity to change the grant to a loan, but the prime 
minister told Cyrus Vance that his gesture (to give up the grant) was a slip 
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of the tongue and that Israel expected President Carter to keep his promise 
and finance the transfer of IDF installations from the Sinai to the Negev. 
But the American administration forced difficult terms on Israel: a loan 
rather than a grant. 


Dayan is also angry because of President Sadat's objection. The Egyptian 
president promised at one time that Israel would maintain the right to bid 
on Sinai oil at world prices. Recently Egypt tricked everyone and set very 
high prices for its Sinai oil. When Israel attempts to buy this oil she will 
have to pay $10 (per barrel) above international oil prices. The foreign 
minister considers this « breach of faith and wants Israel to reject it. 


At the same time Dayan sees the intensifying international effort on the 
issue of autonomy and how it could become an infant Palestinian state. It 
is possible that he is afraid of a situation where Cairo will have the upper 
hand in a confrontation over the West Bank. This will happen against the 
background of the American concept which sees the Israeli-Egyptian agreement 
as a partial move only, which does not necessarily serve the American 
interest in that it removes from its sphere of influence countries like 
Jordan, and it also endangers oil imports from Saudi Arabia. 


If this last explanation sheds some light over Dayan's recent stands (and 
there is no certainty there) it can only be said that he is a bit late. The 
potential in the autonomy plan of it's becoming a recipe to ensure the rise 
of a Palestinian state is not new. It was with the negotiations with Egypt 
from the very first. The anger over the change of the terms of the American 
aid is also out of place since these terms were discussed between Jerusalem 
and Washington before the agreement was signed. 


There is only a logical consistency in Dayan's recent stands considering the 
way Egypt and the United States are implementing the peace. Israel has the 
right to expect full reciprocity from Cairo and Washington in carrying out 
the commitments to which *he three countries agreed. If what motivates 
Dayan is the desire to force Egypt and the United States to honor their 
commitments then one can identify with him. The question is where do his 
suggestions to put the United States in charge of the Sinai airfields, his 
criticism of the government of which he is a member and his comment regarding 
Israel's authority over East Jerusalem fit in. 


If all the above explanations do not correctly interpret Moshe Dayan's recent 
moves it seems that the following statement holds: this man still stirs 
nervousness in Israeli political life, just as he has for the past 30 years. 
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ISRAEL 


LABOR PARTY UPHEAVAL, ATTEMPTS AT REORGANIZATION DISCUSSED 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 9 Aug 79 pp 9, 10 


{[Article: "New Lineup for Party Convention Places in Question the Power of 
Each of the Four Liberal Ministers"] 


{Text] As the Liberal Party convention is approaching there may be new 
lineups and power centers which may place in question the power of each of 
the party's four ministers. 


The earthquake now happening in the Liberal Party within Likud has clear 
repercussions in the Tel-Aviv region. Here is the traditional stronghold of 
the party under Finance Minister Simha Ehrlich. It is here that the main 
political resources of the whole party can be found. Just like the 
historical "Gush" of MAPAI and the Labor Party so also the Liberals have 
given rise to a center from whic’ roots have reached out beyond Tel-Aviv and 
found solid strongholds in Haifa, Jerusalem, Netanya, Ramat-Gan and other key 
branches of the party. 


The Liberal center was an expression of the party collective headed in the 
past by Ehrlich, Dr Elimelech Rimalt, Arye Dulchin and the late Yosef Sapir. 
They were supported by David Shifman, deputy mayor of Tel-Aviv, Yitzhagq 
Caspi, council member of Tel-Aviv and head of the organizing department of 
the party, Israel Sakharov, party treasurer, Yitzhaq Berman who headed the 
center, Netan'el Matalon who up until recently was chairman of the 
secretariat and who was recently appointed ambassador to Uruguay, and 
chairman of the younger generation, public relations man David Admon. This 
center has disintegrated in recent months, rather noisily so, and its 
splinters were scattered in all directions. 


Member of Knesset Avraham Sharir, Likud's chairman and up to the recent 
election general secretary of the party, Members of Knesset Sara Doron and 
Berman are trying to resurrect the center. At present without too much 
success. In Tel-Aviv a new movement has been forming and there are calls for 
a total revamping of the party. This alliance has been met with disdain and 
contempt, at least outwardly so, among its opponents in the party center and 
in the Tel-Aviv branch. Its organizers maintain that it is growing and will 
cause far-reaching changes in the party by the December convention. 
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Realinement 


This front, fed by government crises and Ehrlich's diminishing influence, 
consists of the following trio: First, Minister Yitzhaq Modai, who is 
already running for leadership in the party anticipating the power struggle 
that Ehrlich will leave behind. He is also actively competing with Minister 
Gideon Patt. The second of the trio is Deputy Mayor of Tel-Aviv David 
Shifman, who started the “center for change," trying to replace the existing 
center. Shifman also has far-reaching ambitions to climb to the party's top 
leadership. In this concerted joint effort he is to build the party from 
within for the final struggle on leadership. The third slot in the trio !% 
held by former deputy finance minister Member of Knesset Yekhezke'el Flumin, 
who, ever since his resignation, has severed ties with Ehrlich's people and 
especially Minister Patt and Member of Knesset Sharir. 


He, too, has political ambitions which later on may be in conflict with those 
of Modai. But for the time being the two have common goals and struggles. 
Flumin is considered to be the key man of the younger generation, which is 
managed by Admon. The latter, in turn, is in cahoots with Modai and Shifman. 
Following the rift between himself and Ehrlich, Member of Knesset Flumin said 
candidly that “it is not unlikely that Modai and I will really get closer." 
At the same time it is not clear whether Flumin and Admon represent all of 
the younger generation. The two have organized the “young center" and some 
young members have joined then. 


Shifman's people have rented an office on 4 Gilbo'a St in Tel-Aviv. This is 
the center of the young generation in their struggle to take over the 
Tel-Aviv branch. Yitzhaq Berman is not sitting idle either. He and his 
colleagues, with the support of party Treasurer Sakharov and Minister 

Ehrlich rented offices in Kikar Malkhei Israel in front of the party offices, 
and they are all set for the struggle. The expenses of both groups are 
enormous, amounting to tens of thousands of pounds per month. Members claim 
that these are not party funds but those of supporters. 


Shifman's Revenge 


Shifman's leaving of the center headed by Yitzhaq Berman (and supported by 
Simha Ehrlich) poses some questions as to the power of this group. Moreover, 
because of this, Berman's role is not clear. Does he intend to build a 
faction that will support Ehrlich? Will the center disassociate itself from 
the internal struggle? Member of Knesset Berman claims that the group will 
be nonaligned. In spite of this he held some meetings with Ehrlich and 
Sakharov, who also represents Minister Patt. He discussed with them the 
revival of the center in time for the convention. 


Considering Shifman's resignation and the trends to establish another front 
headed by him in Tel-Aviv, Berman proposed to Ehrlich to try a new approach-- 
break up the center into a number of factions and thus attract more votes. 
Ehrlich opposed this because he feared it would be interpreted among party 
members as a sign of weakness. 
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Members of this faction think that offering Member oi Knesset Berman to head 
it rather than Shifman is what made the latter establish his own faction and 
join Modai's camp. Shifman also does not hide his deep disappointment that 
the center did not support his candidacy for minister of transportation. 
Ehrlich and his colleagues, according to him, preferred to let Herut have 
the ministry and in turn let Moshe Nissim join the government as minister 
without portfolio. Shifman therefore decided to get even. 


What is happening in Tel-Aviv is just a mirror image of what is happening 
among the Liberals in general. As a party of the bourgeois it is supported 
by the middie class, merchants and independents. The party has no production 
plants and its members do not represent public concerns or institutions with 
a lot of political clout. Its potential activists are limited in number and 
most of them are around Tel-Aviv. Therefore most of its Knesset members are 
from Tel-Aviv and Gush Dan: Ehrlich, Flumin, Sharir, Menahem Savidor, Yosef 
Tamir, Sara Doron and Yitzhaq Berman; Modai (Herzliya), Moshe Maron (Ramat 
Gan) and Gideon Patt (Savyon). Two are from Jerusalem: Avraham Katz and 
Moshe Nissim; two are from the northern section: Gustav Badian of the 
workers’ faction (Haifa) and Pesakh Grofer, a farmers’ representative 
(Sinyamina). 


The massive Tel-Aviv representation in the Knesset of the Liberal faction was 
a natural outcome of the concentration of party activity in Tel-Aviv. In the 
last internal elections, held in 1975, the Tel-Aviv branch had 28 percent of 
the convention delegates, about 800. The central faction was the main one 
and received 51 percent of the votes. 


Following the local victory the faction signed agreements with most of the 
other Tel-Aviv factions, among which were Nahari, Salpeter and the workers’ 
faction. This organized power center made it possible for the faction, with 
the support of Ehrlich, to come to the 1975 convention as the main and most 
united group. This is how the way was paved for ties with periferal areas: 
Dr Yosef Engel, head of the Haifa branch, Moshe Nissim and Avraham Katz in 
Jerusalem, Moshe Miron in Ramat Gan, Tova Baratz of Beier Sheva, Arye Klang 
o. Ashdod, Dov Avidan of Netanya, Dov Barzilai, former mayor of Hadera, and, 
of course, the unholy alliance with the workers’ faction headed by Shmu‘el 
Rachtman and Tzvi Rener. The faction received a fictitious percentage of 

25 in the convention, which ensured it and Ehrlich a dominant role in the 
party. 


Lack of Muscles 


‘41l Shifman's separate organization bring about the change in the power 
‘tructure in Tel-Aviv, and, as a result, in party branches throughout the 
country? Member of Knesset Sharir is trying to help organize the central 
faction. He was absent during the previous elections, since he was consul 
general in the United States. Upon his return he was appointed general 
secretary of the party--a post which he held until after the general 
elections. In his estimate he is like a "storm in a teacup. Everything goes 
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according to a personal rather than ideological criterion. The party today 
is like a volcano about to erupt. There are underground quakes. Nothing 
will be resolved before the convention and it is impossible to say now who 
is stronger and who is weaker." 


The internal reorganization of the Liberal Party in Tel-Aviv is taking place 
at the same time chat the personal struggle at the party's helm is taking 
place. The latter has been hushed up in recent weeks. It should be pointed 
out that the struggle between Modai and Patt takes place against the 
background of Ehrlich's intention to resign as chairman of the party's central 
committee. He intends to claim the job of party chairman, much like Begin's 
position in herut. The question therefore is who will be elected to the job 
that Ehrlich will vacate? It is obvious that whoever it ends up being will 
be second to Ehrlich within the party. Both Modai and Patt are eyeing the 
job. In view of that there now is a possibility that Minister Nissim will 
be elected chairman of the party's central committee, as a compromise and in 
an effort to avoid the “bloodbath” within the party. Another idea, put 
forward by Gideon Patt and Ehrlich and supported by organization branch chief 
Yitzhag Kaspi, is that the job to be vacated by Ehrlich not be given to a 
minister but to a full-time activist. 


These proposals are designated to alleviate the internal tension and portray 
the image which the four ministers would like to present: of idyllic life 
within the party following the storm over the subsidies and the resignation- 
firing of Flumin. “Ehrlich is not in a position where his status will be 
tested by the Finance Ministry," says Shifman. “Ehrlich should be the 
leader, but not alone and not with those around whom he maneuvered. le has 
to choose his own center of power. In my opinion our faction has power and 
Ehrlich will need it. Modai's power in the party will be more pronounced 
than that of others.” ; 


The reorganization within the party goes on while the present expected 
popularity of Ehrlich is on the downhill. It is set up to coincide with the 
reorganization wihin the government (if it comes about), or in case Ehrlich 
decides to no longer serve as finance minister. Ehrlich's future in the 
government and in the party is the one unknown hovering over the 
reorganization within the Liberal Party. 
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JORDAN 


MAJOR WATER PROJECTS WILL END JORDAN'S WATER CRISIS 
‘Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 4 Aug 79 p 5 


Article by Muhammad al-‘Abadi: “Two Huge Projects to Solve Jordan's Vater 
is, Providing 380 Million Cubic Meters of Irrigation and Drinking Water” ] 


[Text] A solution to the water crisis has begun to appear on the horizon. 


It will not be long before this crisis is finally ended, bu virtue of two huge 
water projects in addition to a number of other water projects which will pro- 
vide water not just for people but also for the land. These projects will there- 
fore increase national income and achieve self-sufficiency for the Jordanian 
people in agricultural and animal products and their derivatives. 


One of the projects, which together will provide about 130 million cubic aeters 
of water a year by 1963, is the al-Mugaran Dam project and its appen- 
Gages, which will be finished in four years and will provide 370 million cubic 
meters of water a year, 120 million cubic meters of which will be pumped to 
citizens in the Capital and Irbid Governorates to meet their drinking water re- 
quirenents. 


The second project is the al-Azraq Water Project, which will provide from 6 to 
10 million cubic meters of drinking water each year starting early next year, 
and which will help alleviate the water crisis as of early 1960, 


His Highness King Husayn has chaired more than one meeting to look for ways of 

ing water, and has issued royal directives to expedite the inplenenta- 
tion of all pending water projects. Deadlines have been set for the completion 
of some of these projects. 


The al-Mugaran Dan 


Recent studies have been completed on the construction of the al-Mugaran Dan, 
which is considered the highest dam in the Middle East. At present final 
designs for the body of the dam and its various projects are being drawn up, 
preparatory to submission to international bidding for the dam's construction 
on 1 February 1980, The company which gets the contract will begin implemen- 
tory work for building the dam on 1 April. 
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The project calls for building the daz as follows: 


1. Constructing the body of the dam on the Yarmuk River in the al-Mugaran 
District; 


2. Constructing a diversion dam at the outlet of the East al-Chur Canal; 


%. Extending the East al-Chur Canal by 14.5 kilometers to connect with the 
Dead Sea, so as to irrigate 16,900 hectares by sprinklers ani convert 13,500 
hectares from surface to sprinkler irrigation; 


&. Constructing a power plant at al-Mugaran and King Talal Dam; and 


5. Providing the Capital and Irbid Governorates with about 120 million cubic 
meters of drinking water. 


Completion of Preparations 


In order to carry out this huge task, work began on preliminary field stuities 
for the project in April 1976. An economic and technical feasibility report was 
prepared for the project in June 1977 and studies began at the end of April 1977. 


After that, in June 1977 work began on the preparation of the project’s final 
studies and designs, and a number of bids for detailed stuiies were assigned: 


1. Geological studies and studies on drilling exploratory wells, conducted by 
two companies--one Jordanian and one American. Approximately 120 exploratory 
wells were drilled in the region, having a combined depth of 13,000 meters, 
Some 4,000 meters remain to be drilled and stuiied before the end of this year. 





2. Excavation of test tunnels, which is being done by a Korean company. Some 
1,900 linear meters of tunnels have been excavated; ten of these tunnels are on 
the “yrian side and ten on the Jordanian side, There remain 700 linear meteors 
to be completed by the end of this year. 


3. Soil mechanics stwiles being done by a Jordanian company. The field and 
laboratory studies of the materials needed to build the dam have been completed. 
These stuiies show that all the materials needed to build the dam and the body 
of the dam, and the rocks needed for the concrete work, are available, 


4, Surveying operations; the American company conducting them has finished all 
the field and office work for the survey, and 32 topographic maps of the dam 
~egion and seven maps of the reservoir region have been prepared. 


5+ Geophysical studies; the American company charged with conducting these 
studies has finished drilling the exploratory wells and tunnels, surveying the 
region geophysically, and preparing geologic maps of the various rock strata 
of the region. 
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The Jordanian government has concluded agreements with major world companies 
to carry out these preparatory works, in addition to the local national exper- 


tise which has been used to complete this project in the quickest possible tine. 
The Dam’s Economic Benefits 


As a result of these beneficial stuiies, an American consulting company is at 
present the final designs for the dam, It will be acters high, 
i.e, 178 meters above sea level, and will have a storage capacity of about 
370 million cubic meters to be used for irrigation ani for people. 


The dam to be built will be an earthfill dam consisting of soil, rocks ani 
clay, with tumnels and other concrete installations. The daz will create a 
big lake branching off into Syrian ani Jorianian territory, as can be seen from 
the map. 


The daw will provide water not just for lani, but for the Jordanian people as 
well, Work is now under way and is proceeding as fast as possible, so as to 
benefit from the water which will be made available to solve the kingdoar’s 

water crisis. Work in progress on this aspect is expected to be completed in 


the water to ‘Amman and Irbid as quickly as possible 


The dam will irrigate 150,000 donums of farm land ani will generate an esti- 
mated 67 million kilowatt hours, enough to operate the sprinkler pumps and 
provide the electric light needed by the villages located around the das. 


The dam will increase the donum’s productivity and will make it possible to 
establish animal, poultry and fodder farms, not to mention the fish resources 
which the huge lake created by the dam will provide. 


When the dam becomes a real development factor, capitalists will begin to flock 
to the region, and plants will be established to process agricultural produce 
am to provide fodder, This will require the construction of more towns, 


Therefore the dam will provide vegetables, fruits, poultry and dairy products 
at lower prices, 


The costs of building the dam and its associated projects will be 250 million 
Jordanian dinars, and it will bring in a net income of more than 30 million 


dinars in 1978 prices, 
Al-Mugaran Is a Source of Arab Pride 


The al-Mugaran Dam, on which york is progressing night and day, is a source of 
pride for Jordan and the Arab nation, because such a huge material achievement 
will realize a great deal for this nation and people. Therefore, we heartily 
applaui the Jorianian expertise which is supervising the ongoing dam construct- 
ion work, 
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I tried to get more abundant information on this project, but those implenent- 
ing the project are always at the work site. But it is a positive indication, 
for the officials’ absence from their offices supervising work at the site 
means that the project will be completed on tine. 


[Portion missing fron original } 


4, Drilling a number of ground water wells and increasing the pumping capacity 
of existing wells; and 


5. Pinishing work on dams now under construction, 


There remains one th for us to say. Facts ani figures confirm that Jordan, 
at the beginning of 1960, will see the beginning of the end of the water crisis 
from which it is nuww suffering. By the end of 1980, about 10 million cubic 

meters of water will be available to the capital, ‘Amman, in addition to exist- 
ing quantities estimated at 17 million oubic meters, This means that the cap- 
ital will get about 27 million cubic meters of water from present water sources 


ami the al-Agrag project. 


If we add to this the 120 million cubic meters of water which the al 
wi for J 

the early 1960's. Thus the big hope is that the water crisis will be solved 
in 


ami taat the day when water will te bountiful 
projects is very close, 
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KUWAIT 


U.S. WARNING TO SOVIETS ON AFGHANISTAN LABELED AS SUSPICIOUS 
Kuwait AL~-WATAN in Arabic 11 Aug 79 p 12 
[Editorial by Fu'ad Matar: “Both Interfered"] 


[Text] This “suspicion” that the United States has attached to the Islamic 
revolution that has been proceeding in Afghanistan for months calls for 
astonishment. The U.S. administration has exploited the successes achieved 
by the Afghani revolutionaries and their approach toward the capital, Kabul, 
and notified the Soviet Union that it will consider any intervention in 
Afghanistan's domestic affairs a serious issue. 


The argument of the United States, as explained by BRZEZINSKI, President 
Carter's advisor for national security affairs, is that “the United States 
acted judiciously and carefully during the Iranian crisis. We expect the 
others to refrain from making any efforts to impose external beliefs on peoples 
with deep religious and national feelings.” 


It is obvious that the United States is acting as if it wants to take control 
of the Islamic revolution in Afghanistan. Had there been goodwill, the 
United States would have made its warning without exposing it. The protocol 
of dealings between states does not permit the issuance of warnings without 
making such warnings public. 


From wnat we know about the Islamic revolution in Afghanistan through our 
meetings with some of this revolution's leaders, we can say that Afghanistan's 
revolutionaries will be extremely upset and angry with this U.S. protection 
which they do not need and which they view as one of the aspects of inter- 
vention about which President Carter's administration is complaining. 


There remains the question: Why this U.S. position toward the Islamic 
revolution in Afghanistana and is the United States really eager for this 
revolution's success? 


The United States is not concerned and has never underscored its concern 
for the deep national feelings of peoples. All that there is to the issue 
is that it wants to confront the Islamic revolution in Iran and the only 
means for such a confrontation is another Islamic revolution. 
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the framework of the current war equation, then Israel would emerge from it 
with the lion's share because it considers Egypt on its side. In fact, 
al-Sadat is engaged in a codification (taqnin) operation to unite his plans 
with Begin’s plans against “his Arab enenzies.” 


As for <hese enemies, they are in fact unreal enemies. I wish they had 
reached the status of the Nigerian president who nationalized the British 
shares in B.P. [British Petroleum] Company because it supplied «/1 to 
Rhodesia, thus bolstering its war efforts against his friends, namely the 
Zimbabwe revolutionaries. 


On our Arab arena, new “revolutionary” theories are applied to support the 
Palestinian revolution, one of which is to establish warm political economic 
relations with “my enemy's friend.“ This contagion is spreading because the 
U.S. “friend” can do nothing against the Israeli “ene.;." 


This approach is identical to Saunders’ statement that “stopping the flow of 
U.S. weapons to Israel is not the best means to deal with Israel's Mid- 
eastern policy.” We pick up these statements and turn them into theories 

in our official policies. Thus, a part of Lebanon gets lost and the Zionist- 
imperialist theories invade our minds before they invade our lands. 
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KUWAIT 


IRAQI COUP ATTEMPT SAID SIGNALLING DANGER FOR IRAQ, ENTIRE ARAB AREA 
Kuwait AL-WATAN in Arabic 1 Aug 79 p 10 


[Editorial by Sulayman Fulayhan: “Coup Attempt in Iraq and al-Sadat's and 
Jackson's Predictions" ] 


[Text] Observers in the east and in the west are still wondering about 
what has happened in Iraq and how the abortive coup attempt took place at 
a time when the Iraqi leadership seemed to tighten its control of the 
authority. These observers are still asking: Why have these events 
happened? 


Nobody seems to have a clear answer to this amazement and to the observers’ 
astonishment. But if we examine the developments that have been experienced 
by Iraq internally and externally, it would become easier for us to conclude 
the serious consequences of the latest coup attempt. This is because Iraq 
has witnessed a period of political stability which lasted for 11 years after 
three military coups, the first being that led by "“abd-al-Karim Qasim against 
the monarchic regime in 1958. 


This period of stability has been distinguished by two phenomena. The first 

is a political phenomenon under which the parties to the National Front in 

Iraq lived a long honeymoon which reflected clearly a broad participation 

in the government, even though the Ba'th Party continued to have the final say. 
The second phenomenon was an economic one under which Iraq laid down the 

strong foundations of economic development especially after the nationaliza- 
tion of oil and of the subsequent flow of oil revenues. 


This is why the abortive coup attempt has evoked astonishment, especially 

that those who took part in it are from among the party and revolution 
leaderships. It is indubitable that this attempt has “sounded the alarn,” 

not only for Iraq but also for the area because it has come in the wake of 
Iraq's emergence from its self-imposed isolation to the Arab confrontation 
arena. This means that the states hostile to the Arab cause had to move to 
strike Iraq internally so as to obstruct the creation of the Iraqi-Syrian 

unity which has been expected to form the mainstay in the confrontation against 
the Zionist enemy. 
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On this basis, we may be able to interpret al-Sadat's recent predictions 

about “lakes of blood" in Syria and the neighboring countries. We may be even 
able to interpret the predictions of the Egyptian regime's information media 
on this very coup attempt. But what is more serious than this and that are 
the predictions made yesterday by U.S. Senator Jackson on the “eruption of 

a big explosion in the Middle East before the end of this year similar to 

the political revolution that has taken place in Iran,” especially since 
Jackson is a member of the U.S. Congressional Intelligen.e Committee! 


Even though we are convinced that military coups rarely occur under the 
shadow of democratic political development in any country, we still believe 
that the elements of external pressure can help to touch off the situation 

in this or that country. We warned after the Camp David treaty of the covert 
offensive that will be launched by the United States to tear apart the links 
of the Arab solidarity which has formed a protective barrier in the face of 
the treaty. Has the coup attempt taken place in Iraq within the framework 

of this indirect offensive against the Arabs, especially since Baghdad has 
played an influential role in foiling the passing of the treaty and in 
isolating the Egyptian regime? 


Even though we do not exclude this possibility, we will let the Iraqi leader- 
ship itself provide the answer. 
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ISRAEL SAID PLANNING TO LIQUIDATE PALESTINIAN ARMED FORCES IN SOUTH LEBANON 
Kuwait AL-WATAN in Arabic 3 Aug 79 p 1 
{[Editorial: "“Litani No 2"] 


[Text] Israel is currently engaged in a war of annihilation against the 
Palestinians in Lebanon. According to the foreign press, this war seeks to: 


Strike the Palestinian strongholds in al-Nabatiyah and Fatah land. 
Restore the isolationists’ domination over Lebanon. 


Eliahu Ben Elisar, the director of Begin's office, says that "al-Sadat-Begin 
agreement in Alexandria over Lebanon's unity and sovereignty means that the 
two are in agreement on the Syrian forces’ departure from Lebanon.” 


If, as observers say, the isolationist military campaigns against the 
Palestinians seek to prepare for a Litani Operation No 2, i.e., for launching 
a new Israeli invasion to strike the Palestinian positions, then the invasion 
forces will be moving close to the red line of the Syrian forces. 


The foreign press has revealed that Begin's plan behind such an invasion is 
to challenge the Syrian forces to war and to link withdrawal of the Israeli 
invasion forces with withdrawal by the Syrian forces from Lebanon and that 

the plan also seeks to dictate the Israeli peace terms on the Syrian regime. 


In such a case, the Israeli plan presumes that the Palestinian military 
presence will be destroyed and that nothing of the PLO will be left for the 
United States to recognize. This plan is certainly the outcome of an agree- 
ment between al-Sadat, Begin and Carter. It seeks primarily to "realize 
some Palestinian interests in the Israeli manner" after destroying the 
Palestinians’ armed force. 


In the face of all that is happening in southern Lebanon, all are standing 
like spectators while Begin and al-Sadat are the active side that is imple- 
menting the plan step by step. All are apprehensive of the likelihood of 
an explosion in the area. But should such an explosion take place within 
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But the Islamic revolution in Afghanistan is not the revolution of the United 
States. If it had been so, this revolution would not have been able to 
threaten the regime which is supported by the Soviet Union, the people would 
have turned away from it and would not have raised its banners and fought in 
its ranks. Consequently, the U.S. warning is no more than a "suspicion" 
which, we hope, will under no circumstances hamper the Islamic revolution 

in Afghanistan. The zeal of this revolution'’s strugglers has been kindled 
by Imam Khomeyni's revolution in Iran. 


To put it briefly, the U.S. warning is tantamount to an open intervention 


similar to the direct Soviet intervention and both forms are rejected by 
the strugglers of the Islamic revolution in Afghanistan. 
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ARAB ECONOMIC BOYCOTT SEEN AS EFFECTIVE WEAPON, IF STRICTLY ENFORCED 
Kuwait AL-WATAN in Arabic 11 Aug 79 p 12 


{Article by ‘Izz-al-Din al-Tantawi: "Boycott Must Include All Countries 
Cooperating With Israel"] 


[Text] When Anwar al-Sadat held his press conference with Menachem Begin in 
Jerusalem on 21 November 1977, the Israeli Radio correspondent asked him 

two questions which were among the most noticeable questions addressed to 
that conference. The first question sought a speedy date for the termination 
of the Arab economic boycott of Israel and the second concerned Egypt's new 
position toward the relations with the Soviet Union. The two questions may 
outwardly seem remote from one another but are in fact closely linked to 

one another. They were prepared carefully and as a result of long study 

and thinking. 


Israel, which received Anwar al-Sadat on his capitulationist visit, wanted 
and still aspires to segregate Egypt from its Arab nation and to then isolate 
it from its international ties. 


Termination of the Arab boycott of Israel on the part of Egypt remained for 
a long time one of the fundamental goals of world Judaism [Zionism] which 
has continued to aspire for economic control over the Arab homeland, 
especially over Egypt. 


As for the Egyptian-Soviet relations, they have continued to be throughout 
the past quarter century one of the keys of the Arab movement to confront 
the U.S.-Israeli domination of the area. This is why Israel keeps track of 
the development of these relations and why it yearns to torpedo them and 
destroy any positive yield that they may produce. 


Even though al-Sadat took care of this issue voluntarily from the outset 

by turning his back to the Soviet Union and by, at the same time, throwing 
himself without any bargaining or any price in the arms of the U.S. influence 
which pushed him toward the separate peace with Israel, the Arab boycott- 
whose significance has been ridiculed by the western media that have slandered 
this boycott and called for defying it--has continued to be the fearful 
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obsession. Israel has been scared of this obsession, has been trying to 
escape and deceive it and has been working earnestly and desperately to get 
rid of it. 


Even though the boycott has not been as effective as it was hoped it would be 
in blockading the Israeli economy and in squeezing its neck to the point of 
suffocation--for numerous reasons which cannot be discussed here--this boycott 
has been and will continue to be a symbol of the Arab nation's determination 
to ouster this malicious cancerous body which has sneaked to the land of 
Arabdom and to uproot this body before its roots reach the heart of the Arab 
homeland and before its dangers spread with the spread of its limbs toward 

the homeland's eastern and western parts. 


The story of the Arab boycott since it assumed its present form as an Arab 
weapon in the arena of the Arab-Israeli conflict is a long story with intri- 
cate chapters and numerous phases. What is important in this story now is 

to discuss the role that the Arab boycott must play since Israel has been 

able to penetrate the boycott wall on the Egyptian front as a result of the 
obstruction of Egypt's Arab role and of the elimination of Egypt's performance 
of its national responsibilities in confronting the enemy militarily, 
economically and ideologically. 


It is not enough to extend the Arab boycott of Israel to include Egypt or 
the Egyptian organizations cooperating with Israel, as decided by the 
Baghdad summit, 


Rather, we must take deterrent, advanced and developed steps, measures and 
precautions to fill the gap created by Egypt's absence from the arena of 
confrontation with the enemy and even by Egypt's shift from the circle of 
the boycott of Israel to the circle of economic cooperation with the enemy. 


The Baghdad summit resolutions will be futile if we restrict them to just 
blacklisting the Egyptian organizations cooperating with Egypt. Rather, the 
bo’cott weapon must be used in this phase of confrontation with Israel and 
with the forces supporting it as a real and effective weapon which is 
brindished not only in the face of Israel and Egypt but that is used against 
all the forces supporting Israel's aggression and seeking Israel's survival 
and permanence, especially the United States and some European countries. 


Even though throughout the 30 years following Israel's creation we have not 
b:en able to defy the states that planted Israel in our land seriously and 
practically, the Arab nation's position is different today from what it was 
“n 1948. The capabilities and resources in the hands of the Arabs at 
present permit them to try these resources to exert pressure on the states 
supporting Israel so that they may return to the right, abandon the wrong 
and stop defying the Arabs and disdaining their rights. 


We can easily and without difficulty impose the economic boycott against any 
state that seeks to antagonize us, to harm our interests, to distespect 
our feelings and to insist on undermining our causes, 
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The west, which has adopted the concept that “there are no permanent friend- 
ships or permanent hostilities but permanent interests," must awaken from 

its inebriation to find that we have begun to implement this concept in our 
relations with the other countries, that we do not put our hands in the hands 
of those who plot against us, that we do not permit our wealth to flow to 
those who conspire against our interests and that we punish those who harm 

us by turning our backs to them and we reward those who do us good turn by 
doing them a good turn and by strengthening our cooperation with then. 


There is no divine, human or national law, convention or legislation that 
prohibits us from economically boycotting Israel and those who collude with 
Israel to undermine and hurt us. Rather, duty requires us to use the economic 
boycott weapon to the furthest and severest degree possible so that those 

who have continued to take us lightly and who have continued to assert that 
the Arabs are a lifeless corpse, that the Arabs have agreed not to agree and 
that the Arabs can do no good and no harm--so that these people may know 

that we are a nation capable of dealing two blows for every blow by whosever 
seeks to harm us, to undermine our interests and to defy our aspirations 

and goals. 


The economic boycott will be painful when we implement it strictly and it will 
restore reason to the heads of those who disdain us when its fires burn them. 
This boycott's yield will be a blessing politically, economically and nationally. 


We look forward to seeing the question of this boycott at the top of the 
agenda of the expected Arab summit so that the entire world may know that 
we are serious in our resolutions and that we are determined to preserve our 
rights and to repel the aggression of those who attack our interests. 
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CARTER BLASTED FOR BLAMING U.S. ENERGY CRISIS ON OPEC 
Kuwait AL-RA'Y AL-—‘'AMM in Arabic 15 Jul 79 pl 
[Editorial: "Carter Is Trying To Weaken the Arab Front"] 


[Text] The NEW YORK TIMES, the most prominent American newspaper, took 
it upon itself to offer advice to the Carter administration to stop 
"talking nonsense about occupying oil fields and holding OPEC 
responsible for the energy crisis in the United States." The newspaper 
disclosed that there is somecme who is trying to purposely put the 
blame for the crisis on OPEC, "but the truth is not so simple and 

most Americans are aware of that." The newspaper added that "there 

are other reasons [for the energy crisis], such as rapid drainage of 
reserves in the United States, continuous waste and limited local 
production.” 


This talk is important only because it was published by a well-known 
American newspaper. We have said the same more than once. But its 
appearance in the American press means that media misinformation 
against oil-producing Arab nations has finally clashed with the simple 
facts that cannot escape the ordinary American citizen. He knows that 
oil companies sell him the barrel for four times the declared OPEC 
prices. He also knows--which is an important point--that these 
companies save their American oil in their wells while they continue 
to drain the Arab and international oil, leading to an increased 
economic and oil crisis within the United States and worldwide. 


In plain words, Arab oil is not the cause of the crisis; the cause 
lies within the United States, which is the cause of all contemporary 
crises in the world. 


The United States wants political, military and economic control of the 
world. Therefore it is attempting what seems to be a real, officially 
unannounced, world war. 





We do not know whether President Carter, in his speech on oil today, and 
after his long retreat in Camp David, would insist on his aggressive 
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Opinions which he hinted at during the Tokyo Summit and its aftermath 
late last month. We doubt, however, that he would change his stand, 
despite the existence of relatively moderate views in American 
newspapers, as long as the temptation of staying in the White House 
overwhelms his mind and as long as there is lobbying by Zionists and 
representatives of the imperialist program within the American bases 
of authority. 


This program, in coalition with the Zionists, is the creator of the idea 
of conquering the Arab oil sources, or threatening to do so, solely for 
political purposes and to cause worldwide hatred of the Arabs. The 
authors did not pay any attention to the embarrassing contradictions on 
which they based their stands. If Americans consider oil vital for the 
United States’ security and they would fight to guarantee it, why did 
they not try such a method on the Iranian oil, which after the 
revolution seems to be one of the reasons for the stirring up of oil 


hunger? 


But Arab oil only seems to be the “vital matter." Because of it, the 
Arab oil-producing countries must be frightened to death, live under 
threats and pressures, and be forced to stop their liberation battle 
to regain Palestinian rights in Palestine. 


The United States minister of defense said that any movement within the 
Arab petroleum region which does not appeal to Washington would be 
considered a justification for the execution of the American plan of 
conquest. In essence, the United States, after excluding Sadat'’s Egypt 
from the Arab-Israeli struggle and placing it on the side opposed to the 
Arabs, considered that the Arab military role was over and was already 
destroyed and paralyzed. Now the United States wants to destroy the 
other Arab weapon, petroleum, by threats of taking over and provoking 
hatred against petrol-Arabs in order to tame all Arab power sources. 


In other words, the United States, who placed its shipyard at Israel's 
military disposal and gave her political support through signing the 
Egyptian-Israeli treaty, wants to pull out the last Arab talon, which 
is petroleum, thus forcing the Arabs to kneel down submissively. 


The oil crisis was fabricated to prevent the Arabs from using oil, their 
strongest weapon, in their struggle; thus enabling the Camp [David] 
agreements to overwhelm the Arabs and their land. 


The United States is handling the operation of gradually disarming the 
Arabs in an organized and planned way until American-Israeli peace is 
established on all the Arab lands and the Arabss unconditionally drop 
their weapons, including oil. 
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Planners in Washington and Tel Aviv assume that Egypt's getting out of 
the Arab front, throwing the burden on the north-eastern front places 
the Arab military force in a sealed bottle being destroyed by its 
internal problems and struggles. Complementary to these assumptions, 
the oil weapom must be subdued to a similar condition through several 
methods including threats to invade and take over preparation of world 
public opinion to accept anyth’/ng against this “Arab oil monster,” 
leaving the petroleum-Arabs in a state of fear and alarm; that is, 
getting out of the field and leaving the tamed Arab oil paralyzed as 
well. 


This is the game, so what does Carter have to tell us today?! 
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COUNCIL OF MINISTERS GIVES BUDGET DETAILS 


Increase Approved 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 24 Jul 79 p 3 


[Article: "Council of Ministers Approves the General Budget for 1979-80; 
Revenues 3.2 Billion Dinars, Expenditures 2.2 Billion; Salaries 466 
Million, an Increase of 108 Million Over Last Year") 


[Text] At its session yesterday, chaired by His Excellency Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister Shaykh Sa'd al-‘Abdallah, the Council of Ministers 
approved the general government budget for fiscal year 1979-50. 


Total government revenues, according to Official Announcement No 3, 
are 3,241,323,000 dinars, of which 3,120,537,000 dinars are oil 
revenues and 786,000 dinars revenues from government ministries and 


departments, representing 3.7 percent. 


Total revenues of last fiscal year amounted to 2,301,738,000 dinars. 
This year's revenues show an increase of 939,585,000 dinars. 


Total expenditures in the new budget amounted to 2,250,000,000 dinars, 
an increase of 309,000,000 dinars over last year's total expenditures of 
1,941,000,000 dinars. 


The revenues were allocated as follows; 2,000,250,000 dinars for 
expenditures; 324,133,000 dinars as reserve for future generations; 50 
million dinars to increase the capital of Kuwait's industrial develop- 
ment fund; and 617,190,000 dinars as general reserve. 


466 Million for Salaries 


Expenditures were as follows: 466 million dinars for Chapter One, 
salaries and wages, 124 million dinars for Chapter Two, general 
expenditures, 395 million dinars for Chapter Three, construction 
projects (an increase of 108 million dinars over last year), 150 
million dinars for Chapter Four, unclassified expenditures and transfer 
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payments, which includes armaments and strengthening of the military, 
increasing the capital of the savings and loan bank, compensation for 
Kuvait’s Municipality, University and Public Housing Committees, 
advertising, commitments to the Baghdad Summit Conference and scholarships. 


324 Million for Future Generations 


Ten percent of revenues vere allocated as reserve for future generations, 
amounting to 324,133,000 dinars. Fifty million dinars vere allocated 

to increase the capital of the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Develop- 
ment (KFAED). The balance of 617,190,000 dinars was transferred to 

the government's general reserve fund. 


Monies were distributed by sector. The general organizational, 
financial, security, justice and foreign contract services sector 
received 543 million dinars; the social, educational, health services aud 
public acquisitions sector received 545 million dinars; the informational, 
religious, housing and utility services sector received 279 million 
dinars; the economic services sector, including metallurgy and 

extraction of metals, shipping, transportation, electricity, vater, 
commercial, industrial and agricultural activities and the fishing 
industry received 557 million dinars; and the unclassified services 
sector, including supplementary authorizations, received 50 million 
dinars. 


Reasons for Increased Revenues 


Minister of State for Council of Ministers Affairs ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz 

Husayn explained that effective 1 July Kuwait's obligations for Arab 
support will be according to the decisions of the Baghdad Summit 
Conference, as has been the case in the past. The minister also pointed 
out that the most important reason for the increase in revenues over 
last year was the increase in the selling prices of crude oil, gas and 
refined products, and also the increased income tax revenues from oil 
companies that will be collected under the income tax lav. 


He added that, although there was an increase in non-petroleum 
revenues, their ratio to petroleum revenues is still low because the 
latter revenues also increased. 


Application of the Employment Lav 


The minister said that Chapter One, salaries and wages, increased over 
last year by 198 million dinars, the most important reason being the 
application of salary schedules according to Law No 15 of 1979, related 
to civil service, new appointments, implementation of necessary 
promotions of government employees, addition of some new uniforms 

and imporvement of the social conditions of some workers. 
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Chapter Two, general expenditures, increased over last year by 14 
million dinars, the most important reasons being moving departments to 
new buildings, new special educational programs, beginning vork on 4 
register of civil service employees, establishing a number of 
diplomatic missions overseas, expanding the use of computers, opening 
40 new schools, providing more housing especially for studentz, 
supporting information services to camfront the information opposed to 
Arab causes, opening new health clinics, allocating sums to maintain 
new hospitals and expand postal services, receiving the campleted nev 
passenger terminal in the New Kuwait International Airport, and 
miscellaneous consultations and research. 


Priority of Construction Projects 


Chapter Three received a 5 million dinar increase over last year. 
Special concentration was made on this area to finalize projects, 
adjust overall costs for some approved projects, undertake new vital 
projects in the electrical, water, roads and transportation sectors, 
and coordinate construction activities which are performed by different 
ministries. 


The minister of state explained that priorities were given to utilities 
and vital projects in the power, water, sewage and road sectors due 

to their strong connection with the implementation of other approved or 
new projects. 


Also allocated for this chapter was the sum of 30 million dinars for 
projects that may be initiated and approved by the Council of Ministers 
during the current year. 


Increased Acquisitions 


Public acquisitions increased over last year by 65 million dinars due 
to the move to acquire a number of districts within and outside the city 
limits, in accordance with the approved construction plan, as vell as 
expediting occupancy of small houses and expanding recreational beach 
facilities. 


Unclassified Expenses 


The minister of state said that Chapter Four, unclassified expenses and 
transfer payments, increased over last year by 117 million dinars. The 
most important reason for the increase was the higher membership dues 
in international, regional and Arab establishments and organizations 
and the allocation of special monies to meet discrepancies in workers’ 
salaries retroactively from 25 February 1979 to 30 June 1979. 
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Aliso allocated was 35 milliwm dinars for a loan payment to the Kuvait 
Oil Company, which was used toward operation expenses incurred from 
9 February 1975 to 30 June 1976. Other sums vere allocated to cover 
expenses for the purchase and construction of Kuvaiti embassies 
overseas, and also to meet the Arab Summit Conference obligations. 
Another 11 million dinars was allocated for expenses of production 
and operation in Port ‘Abdullah Refinery, as well as for the increase 
in authorizations to lower cost of living expenses by increasing 
govermment-supported foodstuffs and corstruction materials. 


The Council of Ministers also approved yesterday the budgets for the 


University of Kuwait and the National Council for the fiscal year 
1979-80. 


GENERAL BUDGET COMPARED TO LAST YEAR'S 








1979-80 1978-79 
l. Revenues-estimated at 3,241,323,000 
dinars as follows: 
Petroleum Revenues 3,120,527 ,000 2,166,726 ,000 


Ministries & Departments Revenues Rs 115,010,000 
3,2 i, , » 301, ’ 


2. Expenditures-estimated at 2,250,000,000 
dinars distributed as follows: 


Chapter One-Salaries & Wages 466,000,000 358 ,000, 006 
Chapter Two-General Expenditures 124 ,000, 000 110,000 ,000 
Chapter Three A-Construction Projects 395,000,000 390,000 ,000 
B-Public Acquisitions 150,000,000 85,000,000 

Chapter Four-Unclassified Expenditures 
& Transfer Payments 1,115 ,000,000 000 , 000 
2,250,000, 000 Her GaS 000 


3. Distribution of Revenues: 


Puture Generation Reserve 324,133,000 230,173,800 
Increase in Capital of Kuwait Fund 

for Arab Economic Development 50,000,000 50,000,000 
General Government Reserves 617 ,190,000 60,564 200 


Ministry & Departmental Expenditures 225,000, 000 1,941,000 ,000 
3,241 000 











Editorial Reviews Budget 
Kuwait Al-QABAS in Arabic 24 Jul 79 p 3 
[Editorial: "Diversification of Income Becomes a Necessity"™] 


[Text] The general government budget, which was approved by the Council 
of Ministers yesterday for the new fiscal year, gives a bright picture 
for Kuwait's ambitions relative to revenues and expenses, and at the 
sare time takes great care in supporting the government's reserves and 
the reserves allocated for future generations. This means designating 
10 percent of the annual government revenues for future generations, 
taking precautions against running out of oil. 


However, there is good reason to pause and consider an important fact 
about the budget. 


Revenues from oil comprise 96 percent of the government revenues, while 
returns from ministries and departments comprise only 3 percent, which 
is a frightening ratio considering that the latter's revenues have 
increased 5 million dinars over last year's budget, and that the 
difference between oil revenues and other revenues is related to the 
increase in oil prices. 


This wide gap emphasizes the importance of concentration of the government 
on changing income sources in Kuwait and encouraging local investments 
and industrial development by all possible econamic means. 


Oil is an exhaustible resource, and relying so solely on it creates an 
imbalance in Kuwait's economy. This will become increasingly dangerous 
as the country's oil reserves approach exhaustion. 


Diversification of incame sources is a pressing issue that cannot be 
delayed. It requires both short- and long-range planning to originate 
a major change in Kuwait's development plan, concentrating on 
production, not consumption. 


9455 
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KUWAIT 


HOUSING BUDGET ANNOUNCED BY OFFICIAL SOURCE 
Kuwait AL-RA'Y AL-AMM in Arabic 18 Jul 79 p 2 


[Article: "The Housing Authority 607 Million Dinar Budget To Be Spent 
on Constructing Approximately 30,000 Houses" ] 


[Text] A responsible source at the Public Housing Authority declared 
that the overall budget for housing projects being implemented in 
different regions amounts to approximately 706 million dinars. This 
sum is allocated for the construction, completion and maintenance of 
approximately 26,000 government houses allocated to the middle and 
low income employees and to replace shacks. 


The sources added that it is anticipated that the Public Housing 
Authority will expand its future projects for which more funds will be 
authorized, reflecting the importance of the role the Authority plays 
in both social and economic spheres in the country. 


The Public Housing Authority had been allocated the sum of 200 million 
dinars when it was first formed in 1974, to enable it to begin performing 
its duties and meet the increasing citizen demands for all types of 
rovernment housing, in accordance with the general policy s«t by the 
government to provide suitable housing to all citizens who need houses 
rnd cannot afford to build their own or borrow money from a savings and 
loan bank, and also those who own no other property and have a large 
Kuwaiti family. 


Due to the importance of the role the Public Housing Authority plays in 
meeting the country's needs of the three types of government housing, 

an additional 300 million dinars was added in 1977 to the original 200 
million dinars previously authorized for the Housing Authority. This 
addition was intended for the construction of more government houses that 
were requested by approximately 20,000 applicants. During 1977, 

another sum was added to the overall total in the amount of 107,185,000 
dinars to construct a new group of government houses built in the Arabic 
style to replace shacks. 
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A broad program was set up to implement two large projects to construct 
these Arab.c style houses in the Jahra’ and al‘Salibah regions, making 
the total authorized sum for the Public Housing Authority reach 
706,085,000 dinars. 


The above sum includes the construction, completion and maintenance of 
approximately 26,000 government houses distributed as follows: 


2,284 houses for middle income citizens 

11,013 housed for low income citizens 

9,696 Arabic style houses to replace shacks 

2,950 apartments for middle and low income citizens. 


The different types of government houses under construction by the Public 
Housing Authority totaled 25,943. 


Additionally, all the services and public utilities needed by residents 
of the regions where housing construction projects are taking place 

are provided, including roads and city streets, water, electricity and 
telephone network installations, sanitary and rain water drainage systems, 
etc. 


Statistics gathered by the Public Housing Authority show that technical 
and engineering systems have taken great strides towerd achieving the 
goals to justify the Authority's establishment. These statistics are: 





- The number of houses already constructed for housing projects is 
1,686 with a total value of 38,886,000 dinars. 


- The houses currently under construction are 21,307 government houses 
with a total value of 426,354,000 dinars. 


- The new project houses currently being designed or are under study 
are approximately 2.950 houses with a total cost of 134,760,000 
dinars. This makes the total number of government houses already 
constructed or to be constructed approximately 26,000 houses costing 
approximately 600 million dinars. The total project cost includes 
the construction of services and utilities needed, including the 
following: 


Schools (kindergarten, elementary, intermediate and secondary) under 
construction for the housing projects reached 89, plus 70 mosques (local 
and central), 2 youth centers, 3 nurseries and 7 public gardens. The 
total number of shops is 83 and shopping centers (branch or main) 9. 


9455 
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GRAND MUFTI SAYS CHRISTIANS HOLD KEY TO DETENTE 
Beirut AL-NAHAR in Arabic 28 Jul 79 p 6 


[Article by Nabih Bashu: "Al-Mufti Khalid in Sidon: Christians Hold 
Elements of Detente and They Must Come Up With Initiative Because They 
Shoulder Responsibility" ] 


[Text] Sidon--Al-Shaykh Hasan Khalid, the Grand Mufti of the Republic 

of Lebanon, has urged the Christians in Lebanon "to adopt a great position 
by taking the initiative for detente because they hold the elements of 
bringing about detente. They must proceed to take this position because 
they hold the responsibility before history." 


These statements came in a speech which the grand imam delivered yesterday, 
Friday, at the Greater ‘Umari Mosque in the old town of Sidon on the occa- 
sion of completion of the repair work in this mosque which is considered 

an archeological and a historical site. 


The mosque was thronged with crowds of congregators led by al-Shaykh 
Ahmad al-Zayn, the Shari'a Judge of Sidon city, and a number of clergymen 
and ulema. 


Grand Mufti Khalid opened his speech with an explanation on the meaning 
of fasting and on its spiricual, physical, health and moral goals. 


He then dealt with the Lebanese situation, saying: "Ramadan is passing 
while the life of the Arab nation and Islamic nation continues to be the 
same, while southern Lebanon continues to suffer as it has been suffering 
very heavily for the past 4 years and while successive events continue 

to bring it destruction, death, bloodshed, tyranny and Israel's aggression 
from which man cannot defend this south. This blood that continues to be 
shed will remain a testament of Israel's tyranny and a testament of many 
meanings." 


He added: "What is the role of the Muslim man in Lebanon and in other than 
Libanon when Lebanon continues to live a daily tragedy? In the south and 
in the capital, the tragedy is in the souls and in the communities. What 
is the role of the Arabs when Israel shows us no mercy and when we are 
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given no sympathy by the United Nations which considers us a morsel [qat'‘an] 
and rushes to swallow us? Nobody will have mercy on us unless we have 

mercy on ourselves because this issue may last long. Therefore, we must 
approach it seriously, must rise to fight this corruption and must rejuvenate 
our life and our faith so that it may be effective and productive." 


Dealing with the role of the Christians in Lebanon, he said: "The Christians 
in Lebanon must adopt a great position by taking the initiative for detente 
because they possess the elements for realizing this detente. They must 
proceed to adopt this position because they shoulder the responsibility 
before history." 


He added: "I have been informed that the group of Christian deputies in 
the Parliamentary Bloc are upset because the cabinet has been formed and 
they have had no share in it. I agree with them that they should have a 
share in the cabinet. But I also tell them, out of hope in them, that they 
should have now a more united, consolidated and devoted position of sacri- 
fice for Lebanon. They should now realize the inter-Lebanese detente.” 


Regarding the Arab role toward Lebanon, he said: "They now have a bigger 
role than before at both the internal and external levels. Internally, 

they should offer Lebanon all the riches and wealth God has given them 
because Lebanon has given and will continue to give the Arab nation a lot. 
Therefore, these countries must offer Lebanon a lot so that it may be able 
co regain its past condition and may perform a positive role in the Arab 
policy. Externally, the Arab countries must take positions and stops to 
prove to the world that they are in solidarity with Lebanon because the 
cause of Lebanon is their cause and is the cause of the Arabs from the ocean 
to the Gulf." 


8494 
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NEW PHALANGISTS TAKE PARTY MEMBERSHIP OATH 
Beirut AL-NAHAR in Arabic 30 Jul 79 p 4 


[Article: “Five Hundred Phalangists From al-Shawf Take Oath of Affiliation 
With Party"] 


[Text] Before noon yesterday, a Phalangist rally was held in al-Hikmah 
schoolyard during which 500 new party members from al-Shawf area took the 
oath in the presence of Bashir al-Jumayyil. 


Rafiq ‘Id delivered an address in the name of al-Shawf in which he said 
that strengthening the belonging to al-Shawf “comes through Phalangist 
affiliation." 





Joseph al-Hashim, chairman of the Phalangist al-Shawf District, then delivered 
an address in which he talked about "the suffering of the inhabitants of 
al-Shawf who have been evicted from their lands to be replaced by strangers." 


He added: “National detente can only be achieved through al-Shawf and 
through the repatriation of its inhabitants because they represent the 
model of coexistence and because al-Shawf is a miniature picture of Lebanon 
with its various spiritual families whose dispersion has come within the 
framework of the premeditated plan to disperse the Lebanese people and to 
squander the Lebanese land." He also said: "We don't know today which 

is the real legitimacy and who is responsible for the land, security, 

the people and the homeland and we don't know whether we have to live under 
various forms of occupation--security occupation, political occupation and 
governmental occupation--and to delude ourselves into believing that we 
live in an independent and democratic state in which the government is 

the government of the people, for the people and through the people.” 


He noted that the cabinets change “while the tragedy persists, while the 
government is ruled from inside and from outside, while the people are 

divided inside and outside, while the Arabs among us disagree and agree 
over us, while the foreigners among us clash with each other and bargain 
over us with oil and while our government continues to rule in the name 
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of sovereignty, in the name of the authority, in the name of security, 

in the name of the constitution and in the name of legitimacy as if it 
were (Santiago) who was appointed commander of the Bolivian naval forces. 
What is strange is that Bolivia has no sea shoreline and no naval borders." 
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SHAM'UN ACCUSES SYRIANS OF ESTABLISHING SAM SITES IN RA'‘'S BEIRUT 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 30 Jun 79 p 4 
[Article: "Sham'un: Syrians Have Set Up SAM Missile Bases in Ra's Beirut"] 


[Text] Ex-President Camille Sham'un headed at noon yesterday a meeting 
of the National Liberals Party's Political Council in the presence of 
deputies Nadim Na'im, Michel Sasin, Nasri al-Ma'luf and Nadim Salim and of 
members Henry Tarabulsi, Emile Mukarzal and Habib al-Mutran. 


Speaking at the end of the session, Sham'un said: The meeting was an 
ordinary periodic meeting during which we reviewed the general situation. 
Naturally, the discussion touched on the government and the possibility 

of the cabinet's formation. What draws attention is that when people talk 
about the cabinet it is as if they are talking about a long-range issue. 


Sham'un added: “The discussion also dealt with the international conditions 
concerning the Middle East and the expectation of the eruption of events 

at an international level, considering that the latest incidents have gone 
beyond the local framework and that the clashes are no longer confined to 
the Israeli forces and the Palestinian forces." 


Concerning the developments in Syria in the wake of the Aleppo Massacre, 
Sham'un said: We refrain from expressing any opinion on this issue so 
that it may not be said that we seek to interfere in Syria's domestic 
affairs. 


Asked about the Syrian military reinforcements and the use of SAM missiles 

in some areas, Sham'un said: "I have been informed that the Syrian forces 
have resorted to a concentrated deployment of SAM missiles in Ra's Beirut (!) 
and in some mountain areas in the past 24 hours. I believe that this step 

is aimed at the Israeli air force and not at the Lebanese forces." 


On the other hand, the Liberal deputies have reiterated that there is an 
inclination to assign [somebody to form the cabinet] at the beginning of 
next week. However, these deputies have refused to provide any details on 
the inclinations concerning the color and structure of the cabinet. 
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STRUCTURE, GOALS OF AL-MARADAH ORGANIZATION OUTLINED 
Beirut AL-NIDA’ in Arabic 29 Jul 79 p 2 


[Interview with Sam'an ‘Azizah, Official in Charge of al-Maradah Organiza- 
tion in Shikka and al-Batrun; "We Are Determined to Free Lebanon of the 
Phalangist Lackeys; National Detente Is Present; Christians Must Be Saved 
From Band of Renegades") 


[Text] Who are al-Maradah fighters and leaders? How do they understand 
the current political situation in Lebanon? What are their goals and what 
is their role in the northern area, especially in al-Batrun and Shikka? 
What is their opinion of detente among the Lebanese, of the Phalanges Party, 
of Israel and of the Arab situation? 


All these are questions worthy of being addressed to an official of al- 
Maradah and they have been addressed in an interview, the first of its 
kind, with Sam'an ‘Azizah (al-Mir), the official in charge of the organiza- 
tion in Shakka and al-Batrun. ‘Azizah answered all the questions frankly, 
beginning with the name "al-Maradah" and ending with their role in Shikka 
and al-Batrun and their position toward all the issues projected on the 
Lebanese arena. Following is the text of the interview: 


[Question] Your organization is known by the name of al-Maradah. What is 
the significance of this name historically? 


[Answer] The name al-Maradah goes back to a group of people in history 
who lived with dignity and who followed a distinguished line represented 
in courage, sacrifice and attachment to freedom. Numerous historians have 
disagreed in defining the origins and role of al-Maradah. We on our part 
understand al-Maradah as a history of steadfastness, intellectuality and 
openness. We cling absolutely to his historical concept. In our Lebanese 
historical lictionary, Ihdin was the cradle and bastion of al-Maradah 

and the shield for their spread throughout Lebanon and the Arab area. 


[Question] Is the action of your organization restricted to military 
activity or is your organization a military and a political organization 
and what are your political goals? 
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[Answer] Al-Maradah is not just a military organization. It is an intellec- 
tual, political and military organization founded on firm intellectual and 
patriotic bases, the most important of which are: 


A. Openness to men with their various creeds and religions. 
B. Attachment to freedom and to sacrifice as a means for freedon. 


C. Fighting all the aspects of backwardness and isolationism and confronting 
all the forms of racial, fascist and sectarian tyranny against man. 


D. Faith in the unity, development and protection of the homeland. 


As for the political goals, they have become clear to all the citizens, 
including the ordinary citizens. The most important of these goals are: 


Safeguarding the unity of the Lebanese people, territories and state. 


Maintaining Lebanon's natural affiliation, namely the Arab affiliation of 
destiny, struggle and geography. 


Refusing to deal with Israel and fighting all the partition, resettlement 
and occupation plans for which the International Zionist Movement, supported 
by the United States and the world regimes allied with it, is working. 


Fighting the resettlement of the Palestinian people in Lebanon at the 
expense of the Lebanese sovereignty and the Palestinian cause and supporting 
the legitimate Arab rights, especially the right of the Palestinians to 
repatriation and the restoration of Jerusalem as a free Arab capital. 


Supporting the legitimate and constitutional Lebanese authority so that 
t may spread its control over the entire soil of Ledanon and clinging to 
che advanced democratic system as the fundament of the Lebanese entity. 


Rejecting the sectarian calls [al-maqulat] and the mini-state theories, 
especially the Maronite mini-state being sought by the Phalanges Party, 
out of our faith that the Maronites have no role outside Lebanon's unity 
and its Arab affiliation. 


These patriotic political goals are not born by new circumstances, as some 
people imagine. They date back to tens of years and the treacherous 
Ihilin massacre came only as a result of these goals. 


[.:estion] It is well known that your organization is a Zgharta-oriented 
[zghartawi] organization. Do you intend to expand your political activity 
so that non-Zgharta people and persons from other sects may join it? 


[Answer] The question started with a fundamental fallacy, namely that 
al-Maradah is a regional Zgharta-oriented organization. Al-Maradah goes 
beyond Zgharta and Zgharta is only its main base. Al-Maradah includes 
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citizens from all the Lebanese sects. However, the fact is that al-Maradah 
is required to continue to expand its area and its membership. It is along 
this axis that we are working currently. 


[Question] You were in the same trench with the Phalanges and the Liberals 
during the Lebanese war. How and why did you abandon then? 


[Answer] This is no longer a question. All the Lebanese know the full 
reasons for our disagreements with the Phalanges and the other sides 

allied with them. Our disagreements with the Phalanges started during the 
second half of the two-year war. Those disagreements remained at the theo- 
retical level and were not translated into the practical level for reasons 
connected with the position of the two-year war. When the war ended and 

the Syrian forces entered as legitimate Arab Deterrence Forces, we laid 
down our weapons and supported the legitimate authority. We also supported 
the restoration of the Lebanese army establishment and of the other legiti- 
mate establishments. But the Phalanges rejected the return of unity and 

of legitimate peace to Lebanon. At this point, the disagreement worsened. 
When the Phalanges, on the orders of Israel, decided to seize the legiti- 
mate peace and to replace it by fascist security, we opposed this plan and 
rejected the policy of collecting protection money and taxes and of betraying 
the homeland by dealing with Israel. The Phalanges exerted efforts to 
humiliate us and to partition Lebanon. This is why the Ihdin massacre was 
perpetrated. But the theoretical calculations did not tally with the actual 
calculations and we are determined to liberate Lebanon from the lackeys. 





[Question] How do you evaluate the soundness or faultiness of your positions 
and allia:ces during the Lebanese war and have you engaged in self-criticism? 


[Answer] In the Lebanese war (the two-year war), our defense positions 
were sound and patriotic. We did not extend our hands to the enemy, fought 
the resettlement and partition plot and foiled its first and second phases. 
We are now working to foil the third phase which is being implemented by 
the Phalanges with the support and guidance of the ominous Camp David trio. 


[Question] What, specifically, are the goals of the plot planned by the 
U.S. administration and Zionism, its ally, and whose Lebanese instruments 
are the Phalangist and Sham'unite gangs? 


[Answer] The plot planned by Zionism and its farm, the United States, 
seeks the occupation of southern Lebanon by Israel and the destruction 

of the Lebanese state. It then seeks to offer the south a gift to the 
Palestinians after paralyzing it militarily and materially. It also seeks 
to use the partitioned Lebanon as a base for striking the Arab regimes 

and controlling the destinies of the Arab economy. The recent U.S. threat 
to occupy the sources of oil is nothing but a proof of this. 


[Question] It is said that you are aligned with a certain Arab side. What 
is your comment on this statement and how do you define your position toward 
the Arab regimes? 
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[Amswer] There is a difference between alignment in its negative sense 
and between a clear and courageous position. We are aligned with Syria 

im the free and positive sense, i.e. we support the Syrian initiative on 
the Lebanese arena and we agree with courageous and historic Arab position 
of al-Asad's Syria. Our relations are good with all the Arab states that 
reject the separate peace that is aimed against Lebanon, its people, its 
interests and its destiny. 


[Question] How do you envisage the position of true confrontation against 
the Zionist-imperialist onslaught to which the Ars: iomeland has been 
exposed in the wake of Camp David and the stops cogzlementing it? 


[Answer] By signing the contract of Arab treason, Egyptian President 
Anwar al-Sadat truly committed an unforgivable crime against Egypt and the 
Arabs. Confronting the plan adopted by al-Sadat is a national and Arab 
duty. We understand this confrontation as the full and practical imple- 
mentation of the Baghdad cummit resolutions. 


[Question] The position of Ex-President Sulayman Franjiyah vis-a-vis the 
Zionist plans for a Phalangist-Sham'unite alliance deprive the fascist 

plan of a large degree of its political, geographical, human and legal 
dimensions. This position also constitutes the fundamental mainstay for 
the triumph of Lebanon's unity. So, what is your position toward Sa‘'d 
Haddad's mini-state and what would your position be in case a racial 
[*unsuriyah] state is declared in the territories controlled by the Lebanese 
Front? 


[Answer] We have said that we support Lebanon's unity and Arabissj and 

we have paid pure blood as a price for our national belief. Accordingly, 
we reject absolutely the mini-state of the mercenary Haddad and we urge 
the state to eliminate his movement and to spread the army control over 
the south in a-cordance with the international, Arab and Lebanese resolu- 
tions. We also reject any mini~state in Beirut or in other parts and will 
continue to fight until no Zionized person is left on the soil of Lebanon. 
We urge the Christians to oppose the Phalanges' plan for a lifeless and 
disfigured mini-state. 


[Question] Ex-President Franjiyah's position constitutes a fundamental 
element in striking the suspect sectarian intensification attempts. What 
is your position toward secularization as one of the means of national 
detente? 


|Answer] We oppose all forms of sectarianism and of religiou is. 
« 4 we view secularization as a path for Lebanon's salvation. 4.4 «& 
what Tony Franjiyah, the martyred leader and teacher, expounded anc . at 
leader Robert Franjiyah underlined in the press conference he held on the 
fiest anniversary of the treacherous Ihdin massacre. 


[Question] What, in your opinion, are the bases on which detente must 


be founded and which can unite all the Lebanese factions? Define your 
position vis-a-vis the inter-Maronite detente in particular. 
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[Answer] At present, there is national detente among all the Lebanese, 
exluding a band of renegades that brandish their swords over the necks of 

a segment of the citizens in Kasrawan and Beirut. This band is not Lebanese. 
Lebanon must be purged of it and the Christians must be saved from its 
domination. 


As for the call for inter-Maronite detente, we have declared that there 
will be no detente with those who deal with Israel. Marunism is the enemy 
of Zionism and the state is required to implement Bayt al-Din resolutions 
against these traitors. 


[Question] In the light of your political positions, where do you meet 
with the National Movement and the Palestinian resistance? 


[Answer] The points of meeting with the National Movement are Lebanon's 
unity, bolstering Lebanon's legitimate authority and rejecting deals with 
Israel. The agreement will continue as long as the National Movement adheres 
to these principles. As for the Palestinian resistance, we meet with it 

when it rejects resettlement practically and when it respects the Lebanese 
sovereignty and we disagree with it when it swerves from this line. 


[Question] What, in your opinion, is the best formula for uniting the 
forces opposed to Zionizing, fascisizing and partitioning Lebanon? Where 
has the coordination with the other national and democratic forces reached? 


[Answer] Uniting the ranks does not come about by just declaring fronts 
and programs. Many are the fronts that are experiencing stronger conflicts 
among the forces forming them than the conflicts with the enemies! Uniting 
the ranks comes about by rising above trivialities and above selfish and 
temporary interests and by turning the rifles toward the common enemy. 

There is full coordination among the forces hostile to Zionism and believing 
in Lebanon's unity. This coordinaticn has been embodied on gore than an 
occasion, especially in the 13 July strike and in the quadrilateral Zgharta 
meeting. 


[Question] How do you view the future Lebanese situation in light of the 
recent developments in the Lebanese arena? 


[Answer] The future is made by the Lebanese. Lebanon's future will, God 
willing, be bright despite the wounds, the destruction and the plots. 


[Question] What is the goal behind your coming to Shikka and what have 
you done so far at the military, political and social levels during your 
presence in Shikka? 


[Answer] The goal behind our coming to Shikka is to help its inhabitants 
to realize an honorable and secure life, to help the legitimate authority 
protect the innocent from the Phalangist germ and to create an atmospieie 
of prosperity for Shikka's community after all the Phalangist destruction 
it has suffered. Ae for what we have done at the various social levels, 
we will let Shikka people answer this question. 
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[Question] Im the wake of the Shikka rally and of the religious ceremonies 
on the anniversary of the Ihdin massacre, we have noticed a positive change 
in the relations of the inhabitants of al-Batrun and Shikka with al-Maradah 
in particular. How do you explain this development and what are your future 
plans in Shikka? 


[Answer] The positive relations between al-Maradah and Shikka inhabitants 
have been positive from the start. The Shikka rally which was held by 
Shikka students on the first anniversary of the Ihdin massacre is nothing 
but an affirmation of this fact. One of the positive points of the rally 
is that it has deepened, improved and strengthened the relations, and this 
is natural. We will continue to carry out whatever is likely to strengthen 
the relations that date back originally to distant historical roots. 


Concluding the interview, al-Mir Sam'an thanked the press and the informa- 
tion media for what they are doing to bolster the battle of the Lebanese 
unity and national sovereignty. He also called for still greater informa- 
tion efforts and moral andmaterial sacrifices under these delicate circun- 
stances where the challenges are rising to new levels and are assuming 
new forms that make the plot more dangerous and ferocious. 





Al-Mir [Prince] Sam'an ‘Azizah. 


R494 
CSO: 4802 
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MOROCCO 


PAPER URGES POLITICAL, MILITARY FIRMNESS AGAINST ALGERIA 





Casablanc.. AL-MUHARRIR in Arabic 23 Aug 79 p 1 LD 
[Editorial: "The New Algerian Plan Smashed in Bir Enzaran Battle") 


[Excerpts] There is no doubt that the present state of tension in north- 
west Africa is different in many aspects and characteristics from what 
it was a few weeks ago. 


In order to clarify this fact you only have to review the series of 
events during the period between the Monrovia conference and the 
restoration of El Dakhla town, the capital of Rio de Oro Province. 
Before the 16th OAU Conference the political and military initiative 

was clearly in the hands of the Algerian rulers. The outcome of the 
African meeting came as a result of Algeria's diplomatic action and 
intensive and coordinated military action. In fact, Algeria has been 
able to wrest from the OAU support for its will to dominate the "Western 
Sahara" in the name of “self-determination.” Algeria has used the 
African resolution as a new card to pressure Mauritania. In the mean- 
time, Algeria expJoited not only Morocco's mistakes but also Mauritania's 
difficult conditions. Thus Algeria achieved what it wanted through the 
bilateral agreement signed in the Algerian capital. 


As far as the OAU and Mauritania are concerned the Algerian plan suc- 
ceeded but it has failed in the military field--that is, the military 
occupation of Rio de Oro Province. 


There were two reasons, one complementing the other, for the failure of 
the second part of this plan. The first was the firm stand by the 
Royalist armed forces in the face of the invading POLISARIO forces and 
the second was the declaration by the inhabitants of El Dakhla of their 
aiherence to their Moroccan identity and refusal to be separated from 
the motherland. The firm and heroic stand by the Royalist forces in the 
face of the mercenary forces inflicted not only a military defeat on 
Algeria but also a political defeat. 
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The determining factor in this gain is that Morocco this time freed itself 
of the method of reluctance and hesitation and adopted that of taking the 
initiative and being firm. It showed a firm will at the appropriate time 
both in the military field and 2n the diplomatic level. Thus the integral 
military and political offensive has foiled the Algerian designs. 


Having said this, we would like to repeat what we have been saying for 
the past 4 years--that the problem can only be solved actually on the 
ground that its solution depends on an offensive policy in which diplo- 
matic action is complemented by military action and that hesitancy and 
a lack of resolve have been the cause of complications of the problen. 
The course of events following Bir Enzaran battle is evidence that 
Morocco has no choice out to change its plans for completing the lib- 
eration of the usurped land and to follow a new and comprehensive 
strategy based on strong political will and firm military action, as 
has happened in the past few days. 


However, this comprehensive strategy will not be all-embracing and cap- 
able of achieving victory in the short term or the long term unless its 
basic elements consist of strengthening the interna). front so as to 
revive confidence and enthusiasm among the masses. It is said that a 
country's foreign policy is usually a reflection of its internal policy. 
Therefore, if our situation in the international field is suffering 
serious difficulties it is only because we are suffering from similar 
difficulties in the internal field. It is clear therefore that last 
week's victory will not be a continuing victory unless Morocco triumphs 
against what it is suffering from internally. By this we mean the 
blatant class exploitation and the repeated attacks on public freedom 
and democracy. 


So will Morocco conquer itself internally so that it may conquer its 
opponents abroad? This is what the coming days will prove. 








MOROCCO 


"LE MATIN’ ON SAHARAN PEOPLE'S ‘ALLEGIANCE’ TO MOROCCO 
Casablanca LE MATIN in French 19 Aug 79 pp 1, 3 LD 
[Article by Ahmed Alaoui: "A Double Victory") 


[Excerpt] Thanks to His Majesty King Hassan II's political genius and 
the sacred national union around his person and his throne and thanks 

to the courage, spirit of sacrifice, selflessness and patriotism of the 
Royal Armed Forces, we have achieved in rapid succession two victories 
in the political and military spheres in this month of August so full of 
memories and anniversaries. 


First, the political sphere. 


Following Mauritania’s defection and its withdrawal from the part of 
Sahara which it administered, we have regained the Oued ed~Dabah 
Province and completed our territorial integrity in accordance with 
our historical and legal rights and the population's freely expressed 
desire. 


As a result, contrary to what certain people may have said, the situa- 
tion has greatly improved in our favor. Everything is now clear and 
obvious. There are no longer any ambiguities and uncertainties. The 
Mauritanian alibi can no longer be used by our adversaries--it is now a 
question of a conflict between Morocco on the one hand and Algeria and 
its mercenaries on the other. 


Furthermore, we still have a common border with Mauritania--the need for 
which His Majesty King Hassan II has emphasized--and we are still anxious 
to have especially close relations with it on a basis of cooperation and 
fraternal feelings. 


This means that things have turned out well for us. 
And if there were still any need to produce further proof to demonstrate 


the Moroccan nature of Sahara and tne attachment of its people to the 
fatherland, the inhabitants of Dakhla and the Oued ed-Dahab tribes--the 
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Ouled Dlim, the Laaroussyine, the Ouled Cheikh Ma El Ainine, the 
Tidgharine, the Filali and so forth--which in any case all have rela- 
tives in the north have vividly provided it by renewing their allegiance 
to the king, thus showing that they have remained faithful to their 
history, their forebears and their country. 


A real reunion has taken place and it has become apparent that coloniza- 
tion has .ot destroyed this attachment since during that entire period 
the inhabitants of Sahara have continued to recognize the sultan of 
Morocco as their imam and their sovereign. 


This is the power of an allegiance which has prevailed irrespective of 
frontiers and which has preserved indestructible ties notwithstanding 
any artificial and arbitrary borders. 

Resolutions extorted from either the OAU or the United Nations are 


impotent in the face of this determination since the local inhabitants 
are resolute and it is their resolve that counts. 


CSO: 4400 
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MOROCCO 


BOUCETTA STATES AGREEMENT TO ARAB MEDIATION ON SAHARA 
Doha QNA in Arabic 0830 GMT 28 Aug 79 JN 


[Text] Abu Dhabi, 28 Aug--Moroccan Minister of State in Charge of 
Foreign Affairs and Cooperation M'hamed Boucetta has stated that his 
country is ready to agree to any Arab mediation that will help settle 
the dispute between Algeria and Morocco concerning the Western Sahara, 
whether such mediation is in the form of an Arab summit or individual 
Arab efforts. 


In an interview with the Abu Dhabi newspaper AL-FAJR today, the 

Moroccan minister said that his country has always believed that issues 
of interest to the Arab nation should be discussed within an Arab frame- 
work to enable the Arabs to direct all their potentials to their con- 
frontation of Zionism and of Israel's occupation of Palestine and the 
Arab territories. 


Boucetta added that his country considers the so-called POLISARIO as 
having no legal existence as a party to the Western Sahara cause. He 
added that Morocco will defend the Sahara as an indivisible part of 
Morocco. 


Boucetta added that his country has prepared important studies on the 
Palestinian and Jerusalem cause to inform world public opinion whether 
in Europe, the United States or international organizations to have them 
put pressure on Israel so it will agree to a just settlement of the 
issue. However, he added, the enemy will only submit to force and to 
our determination to liberate our territories which he has usurped. 


CSO: 4402 
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MOROCCO 


BOUCETTA'S SPEECH PRIOR TO LEAVING FOR HAVANA REPORTED 
Rabat MAP in English 1219 GMT 31 Aug 79 LD 


{(Text] Rabat, 31 Aug (MAP)--M'hamed Boucetta, Moroccan foreign affairs 
and cooperation minister, left here Thursday evening for Havana, where 
he will attend the works of the non-aligned countries foreign affairs 
ministers. 


Shortly before his departure, the Moroccan minister made a declaration 
to the Moroccan news agency MAGHREB ARAB PRESS (MAP) in which he namely 
said that "Morocco is a country founder of the non-alignment movement, 
and King Hassan II had participated, at the moment, when the basis of 
the non-alignment were put in Belgrade September 1961." 


"The non-alignment movement,” he added, “was created to be an element 
of balance between the two blocs, which confrontation threatened peace 
in the world. It is also, as its name indicates it, a movement which 
must express the peoples will and their aspiration for peace, well- 
being and development." 


"The critical period of the movement it is presently experiencing, 

nc cessitates the presence of all its members, namely its members 
founders, in order to go back to this balance for which it was created," 
Boucetta went on. 


Regarding the problems which mainly concern Morocco, namely the situa- 
tion in the North West African region, Boucetta emphasized that “we 
feel, and we have always expressed it, that the non-alignment must 
‘void marginal problems, and not interfere with bilateral conflicts, 
»ecause it may create more dissension among its members, and threaten 

ts own existence. It is in this respect that we have already affirmed 
that the so-called Sahara question ‘which is nothing else but the per- 
fecting of our unity and territorial integrity,’ does not fall within 
the province of the non-alignment," Boucetta stated further. 


"The structural and organizing problems are also posed to the non- 
aligned movement, namely the question of consensus. We feel that the 
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consensus must be the real expression of the members will. The problems 
which cause an opposition, even if it concerns one country member, must 
not be discussed. It is in this respect that we will deal with the 
so-called Sahara question, because it is a marginal and bilateral prob- 
lem. I believe that for Morocco, this question only means the per- 
fecting of the territorial integrity, as it was also expressed by the 
Moroccan people. We will try to explain this point of view, as we will 
also try to convince the maximum of countries, and contribute to the 
settlement of other world affairs," Boucetta concluded. 


CSO: 4420 
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MOROCCO 


BRIEFS 


CUBAN MEDIA CAMPAIGN PROTESTED--The Moroccan prime minister has sent a 
letter of protest to his Cuban counterpart concerning the hostile 
campaign being waged against Morocco by Cuban media, particularly Cuban 
television. The campaign is connected with the problem of the so-called 
Western Sahara. [Text] [Rabat Domestic Service in Arabic 1200 GMT 

28 Aug 79 LD} 
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MASSIVE AID NEEDED TO SAVE REGIME 
Paris AL-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 20 Aug 79 pp 1-2 


[Text] It would be a grave error bordering on folly to 
underestimate the seriousness of last week's rioting and 
sirikes in Sudan. President Jaafas Numeiri managed to 
ride out the storm — at least for the time being — but 
the political cost has been high and will certainly go 
higher. And not just for President Numeiri. What last 
week's rioters were signalling to Sudan's Arab 
neighbours and its friends in the West was the first act 
of a tragedy. A tragedy of dashed hopes and 
mismanaged resources. The tragedy of a country with 
great potential gripped in a vice of poverty, unable to 
help itself. And, as in the classical theatre, there will 
be the second, third, fourth and fifth acts of the 
Sudanese tragedy if its friends do nothing. Help is 
needed. Quickly. 

President Numeisi charged that Communist 
schoolteachers had incited their pupils to take to the 
streets of Khartoum and other cities to fight security 
forces. He sacked Gen Abu el-Gassim Mohamed 
Ibrahim, a close personal friend, from his posts as First 
Vice President and Secretary General of the ruling 
Sudanese Socialist Union, replacing ham in the vice 
presidency by Gen Abdel-Magid Hamid Khalil, the 
Defence Minister, and himself assuming the party job. 
He also ordred a roil-back of 20 per cent in the price 
of gasoline. It was an increase of gasoline prices of 67 
per cent the previous week which triggered the riots, 
which coincided with a five-day strike by 200,000 
transport workers protesting against higher living costs 
due to reduction in subsidies on basic commodities 
demanded by the IMF as the price for balance of 
payments assistance loans. 

President Numeiri's accusations against the 
Communists and “a nearby atheist state” were 
probably not altogether wide of the mark. Communists 
and pro-Iraqi Baathsts are strong inside Sudan's 
student union, which presented him recently with a 
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memordandum demanding the re<stablishment of 
freedom of the press, the dissolution of the SSU as the 
country’s only legal party and the dismissal of the 
government. But that is far from the whole story, as 


called for a crackdown against Communists and 
“stheists” and appealed for a return to order im a 


nationwide broadcast. “There is (economic) hardship,” 
he admitted. “But the present is better than the past 
and the future is promising. The discovery of of in 
Sudan has become a reality and development projects 
will shortly materials: ~ 

Brave words indeca. But words alone will not tum 
back the tide of economic misfortune that is rising in 
Sudan, a.country caught in the classic vicious circle of 
Third World poverty. Nor will oil, if recent discoveries 
are truly significant, come in time to break the circle, 
which draws cever-tighter because of Arab political 
rivalries. President Numeiri (and Gen Ibrahim) have 
given qualified backing for Egypt's President Anwar 
Sadat and his peace treaty with Israel, a factor which 
has led to a severe restriction on the flow of Arab 
investment capital to Sudan as well as alienating many 
middie class Sudanese. 

But support for Egypt is not the only reason why 
Arab oil producers do not look with favour on Sudan 
as a pole for investment. Talk of transforming Sudan 
into “the bread-basket of the Arab World” is no longer 
heard today even though Sudan's agricultural potential 
in terms of fertile land and water resoruces are as vast 
as they ever were. What is lacking, however, are the 
basic infrastructure needed to harness the wealth that 
lies in Sudan's soil and the human resources needed to 
manage the country through the economic difficulties 
that development engenders. There is also corruption 
on a massive scale in Sudan and President Numein 
delivered a scathing indictment of mismanagement at a 
meeting of SSU leaders called when the latest disorders 
were gathering momentum. According to officials, he 
warned his listeners that the would dissolve the SSU 
and “do away with all of its leaders because of thei 
impotence in confronting the country’s problems.” 

Perhaps the most ironic aspect of Sudan's tragedy 
is that its current desperate economic plight is due to 
its efforts to build a better tomorrow. Just as 
elsewhere in the Third World, economic development 
means imports of capital goods and mounting external 
debts. Imports cif sqared from SL 115.4 million in 
1971 to SL 341.3 million in 1976 (SL 1 = $2.87 at 
present) and they topped more than $1.1 billion in 
1978. Exports have failed to keep pace and Sudan was 
estimated to have a current and capital account deficit 
of $300 million for the 1978 financial year when the 
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bueks were clond m June of lot year. Last Apal, dic 
current account deficit? was put 3t $500 million by us 
Deputy Secuctany of State Warten Clantepher when 
he ahed Cages t+ ad Selon “veough what he 
desctthed as 2 ‘plave Imanecery cis 

Sudan's catcrnal debt has lhcwne rocketed from 
$252 mdbon in 197] to $1.13 billion m 1976 and 
about $1.8 billion at the end of the 1978 financial 
year, when the debt scrvice ratio was estimated at 30 
per cent. Inflation is admitted two be at least 20 per 
cent a year but tue US estimated nt af between 30 and 
40 per cent carher ths year and price imcrcasts, 
especially hegher transport costs, will send the rate 
higher still Last May, the IMF threw Sudan a lifchne 
by allowmg the country to purchase up to 200 million 
Special Drawing Rights then cach worth $1.27 over a 
three-year period with part of the purchase to be 
underwritten by loans from the Fund's Witeveen 
Facility with the ann of helping Sudan revitalise its 
existing agriculture and redwect farming to export 
crops. Last year, the IMF demanded a devaluation of 
the Sudanese pound and otece stiff restramts as the 
prce for its help, this year, the Fund is understoad to 
have lstened with some sympathy to Sudanese 
warnings that helt-toghtenmng would lead to mtolcrable 
politcal pressures 


A conciliator by nature 


In some respects, the riots in Sudan resembled the 
food nots that rocked President Sadat’s regime im 
January 1977. Those riots were the mam spur that 
impelled the Egyptian leader to fly to Jerusalem, the 
disorders m Khartoom could well prompt Pressdent 
Numewi to take the opposite course and move closer 
to Mr Sadat's Arab opponents. It ss significant that May 
Gen Omar al-Tayeb, ientified by our sister publication 
An Neher as Sudan's chief of security, was reported to 
have wesited Tripoli last weekend. According to Libya's 
official JANA news agency, he conferred with Col 
Moammar Qadhafi, the most unrelenting of President 
Sadat's foes 

But Preadent Numer! must act with greai caution 
if he looks along the rejectionst road. A move m this 
direction would leave Egypt's southern flank exposed 
and the econom consequences of any shift away 
from Egypt would also be considerable. In his present 
parlous political condition. Present Numem will 
undoubtedly think twice about angering Egypt, which 
has helped to bad him out on more than one occawon 
when rivals tried to topple him from power 
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By asture, Prewdent Numem s a concilator. 
Although he can be extremely tough when dealirg 
with thase who have attempted to overthrow him, he 
s abo the man who browght a long and murderous 
cwd war m southern Sudan to an cad by negotiation 
and who sought to be reconciled with Sadeg al-Mahdi, 
the former Prime Mimaster who is the leader of Sudan's 
powerful Ansar sect. He has promised changes soon m 
the government, but there must be questions about 
whether bs undoubted pulitccal chdls wall be enough 
to keep him mm power of whether, without swift and 
pencrous help, Sudan can be prevented from going on 
to the rocks, with or wethout Presadent Numeii 
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ROOTS OF SEVERE ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES EXAMINED 
London 8 DAYS in English 11 Aug 79 pp 20-21 
[Article by Jim Antoniou] 


[Text] SUDAN « often touted as the future bread Sct «> problems are twululd. On the 


basket of the Arab world, but & remanns once 
of the least developed nathums on carth Thee 
Rot serprrang ina world wn winch 2 quar- 
ter of the ree arch and development budget 
(ot $3 7b 2 year) & spent on miltary tech- 
nology, while only 3 per cent & spent on 


ag! «ulture 
But the msue is not wemply one of research 
and development m Fifteen 


agriculture. 

years of cwill war between the people of 
Sudan, one half situated m the Musi 
north, eth a commen Arabic heritage, and 
the other half on the Negrosd south. divided 
by many small tnbes, put the ecomomy on a 
rack wot 1972, when President Jaafor 
Numein negotiated peace 

Today, Sudan faces severe balance of 
payments and dumestx resource problems 
While these are familar to developing 
cowntres, they are acute m the Sudan 
Because of the balance of payments, and 
budgetary diffiulnes, Sudan's growth 
prospects depend on forengn capital and on 
enoowtaging private mmvestment In the past 
few years, the Arab cowntnes have been the 
largest sowrce of caprtal in Sudan But judg- 
ung by the constant flow of USAID consul- 
tants recently, Amenca now wants a 
of the action. On the other hand, Britam's 
overseas development munistry can only 
boast of the ad already allocated, before 


the new Tory goveroment cut rts funds dras- 
teally. Newertheless, ower the neat few 
years, Sudan's sit year programme 
(1977-83) ws capected to be implemented at 
a total cost of $2hn 








one lund dhere ss raped erban growth (7.2 
per< of of year) and growimg numbers of 
wths «6 £, and on the other, the regronal 
com aces of urban capanwon and large 
devels, Aen projects. 

With an average howscheld mcome of 
only $1,685 a year, some 70 per cent of the 
urban households cannot afford a wsmple 
one-bedroom house — the least capemsrve 
solution, as Calculated by the department of 
howseng. Furthermore, the Fetates Bank, 
the promary mortgage lending mstituton, 
has run out of funds and has not msucd any 
mew loans im the past two years. 

About 40 per cont of the country’s 18 
mmtlon people lve mm the east central regron 
and half of the country’s urban population rs 
concentrated here, close to the many mad- 


ern developments along the two Niles and 
the Red Sea coast. In contrast, the south 


and west sparsely populated but towns 
such as Juba and Wau are growing rapidly. 
In the north, the main problem ms urban 
Khartoum has a population 

of 1.25 million, over one -thurd of which are 
immigrants, occupying group quarters or 
remteng space im another family compound 
Sudan has also played a significant role as 
a receiver of ref . Sonce 1967, Sudan 
has taken m 230,000 Eritreans, 10,000 
Ethiopians mainly from the Tigray prowince 
te escape comcrnption, 5,000 from Zaire 


and recently some 30,000 Ugandam who 
arrived om south Sudan snce the hegunmung 


of this year. There are also many N 
who have settled, particularly mm Port Sudan 
m the course of the poigromage to Mecca 


The proticms of mnfrastructure and thew 
mmpact on development are partecularly m 
Port Sedan, the country’s only docpestcr 
pert. A part of the aty of Port Sedan. a has 
lemetod shup manocuvring and bathe oppor- 
tunsty for capanwon. As a result port capac- 
ty % saturated. 

in the medium and long term, the gov- 
crameat s objective 5 to provide 2 mew port 
at an undeveloped stc 40 km south at 
Suston Immediately, the government's am 
i» to mcrease Port Sudan's productivity to 
handic foreign trade wntil the new port 


beoumes operational 

But shippeng & only one of Port Sudan's 
problems A major msec othe growth of its 
pupelaton, estemated between WH) OOM) to 
400,000. This has caused water shortages 
While comsemptien has soared the emder- 
grownd water level has gone down over the 
past few years. Another muwec » where the 
rate of supply has mot encreased m the pant 
ten years, though dramatic changes havc 
taken place m Port Sudan 

Almost four fifths of the populatrun non 
low mowne and half of the popelatwn atc 
squatters Already well over $0000 poupte 
have been resettled m planncd arcas wath 
access to services. But there & a howung 
shortage for all moome group. and Port 
Swden rents are the highest un the country 

Yet Port Sudan i to be the cowntry’s 
man growth centre Industral capaneen 
«ill take place mamily m the eorth of the 
town and rewsdential mm the south A map 
opportunity « likely to be the old town of 


Suakin and the coast road. A satelite town 
has heen proposed for this area for some 
at 100 people 

Despite urban growth 13 milhon Sudan- 
ew still depend on the land. Of these 16 
millon (mestly Arabs such as the camel 
herding Kabalush. the cattle herding Bag- 
gare and the Beja m the Red Sea moun- 
tans} can he sand to be true nomade. A 
further 700,000 angrate each year to find 
s asonal emplowment Most of the rest are 

anshurmants either followmg the rams to 

< west of, as on the Sudd region, grazing 

vew Mocks on Ingher grownd, away from 
the flooded farmlands 

Although much of the country desert or 
sem desert the Suclan still has great poten- 
thal for agrculture FE stemates mdicate that 








about onc third (some 95 milbon hectares) 
of the total areca « suitable for crop of pas- 
toral production, but only a sm-'l fraction s 
used intensively 

Prete matt ntraay: ago 


chmate mabe Sudan almost 
rok mn era The ma:n problems 
are water supply and an acute lack of road, 
rail and port factitecs mm what is the largest 
country mm Africa, with an area of some 2.5 
mulhon square bdometres. 

Irngaton requires heavy investment, 
often mvolving cither of the Niles. Exam- 
ples of such projects inciude the $414m 
Rahad mrmgation scheme, frmanced by Arab 
States to boost cotton and ground nuts pro- 
duction, the $690m Kanana sugar project. 
on a $0,000 hectare estate on the east bank 
of the White Nile, destined to become the 
world’s largest sugar plantation, and the 
now world famous Gerira project, started 
by the British mm the 1920s, which now cov- 
ers some 40,000 square kilometres. 

The Jongle: Canal project mm the south 1s 
backed by the World Bank, Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwart and » capected to reduce water 
lowscs on the sw amps and improve transport 
links between the north and south of the 
country. In fact, the two Niles have enabled 


turneng from bemg heavily dependent on 
sungle crop (cotton) to a more rapidly grow - 
ing ecomomy with more diversified produc. 
ton and caports. Transport is central to 
Sudan's problems There are difficulties mm 
gcttong emported equipment safely to outly - 
eer ptr 3S p= cma 

to the central marketeng outlets 

For a long tome, Sudan has argued that it 
cannet afford an infrastructure. With the 


number of large projects expected to 


dear Cae Ga nln Go caty 190%, Bh 
clear that this argument is wrong. For 
cxample, a study carried owt by the World 
Bank a few years ago showed that hecause 
of madequate road connectiom. the hfe 
capectancy of a lorry between Khartoum 
and Port Sudan was only two and a half 
years A main road link between Khartoum 
and Port Sudan is now under comstructon. 

Sudan's proximity to the Middle East and 
Furope puts 1 ina good powticn for agneul- 
tural exports. And now 95 per cent of 
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Sudan's capor's are agricultural — mainly 
cotton and cotton seed. But the sheer size of 
many modern agricultural projects brings 
its own problems. It 1s not simply a question 
of providing housing for workers or the 
master plan for zoning control that is 
required by law. The burden of providing 
community facilities on a private company 
may be too heavy. Such projects have a 
regional impact. Normally, regional and 
local government resources would be 
tretched beyond their lnmits at the pace 
with which facilities and management are 
required. Yet the same region can have a 
serves of large projects. For example, the 
wile area between the White and Blue Nile 
rivers in the Sudan will contain ten major 
projects 

What ts urgently required ts the collection 
of information on the various projects to 
measure the impact on cxisting resources 
and indicate lines of action for the future. It 
is this kind of approach that 1s urgently 
needed by many governments in the region, 
not pust that of the Sudan, instcad of the 
western approach of producing glossy 
reports of individual projects for ministerial 


shelves 
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SYRIA 


PROJECTS IN ALEPPO 
Damasucs AL-BA'TH in Arabic 21 Jun 79 p 7 


[Excerpts] He was not exaggerating when he told me: I have been away from 
Aleppo for the last 2 years and now I can hardly recognize it--a new project 
in every area, modern planning and construction in every quarter.... 


The Aleppo governor began his talk by noting the great support by the comrade 
leader, the party and the government to the city without which ict would not 
have been possible to implement or to start implementing all the huge and 
vital projects in the governorate. For example, the investment budget of the 
municipality of Aleppo has gone up from 30 million Syrian pounds to 170 mil- 
lion pounds while the general budget has gone from 63 million pounds to 

115 million pounds. Furthermore, the independent budget, which depends on 
local resources, has gone up from 44 million to 74 million pounds. One 
should also mention the large number of projects implemented by central 
authorities, such as water projects and the university whose allocations 
exceed 300 million pounds for 1979, 


Such development in the size of budgets has helped the municipality begin 
carrying out many vital projects which have been planned for more than 20 
years. Resources for carrying out these projects were made available only 
after the corrective movement led by Comrade Hafiz al‘Asad. Among the 
most important projects being carried out are the following: 


l. Bab al-Faraj project 


his is among the most important projects in Aleppo aad the country. It is 
designed to reorganize the main center of the city. The area of the project 
covers 100,000 square meters in addition to 30,000 square meters for public 
parking. The projects includes 400 shops of various sizes, 500 offices with 
a floor area of 45,000 square meters, and three first-class tourist hotels. 
The project also includes a theatre, a bank, a complex of restaurants, cafe- 
terias and warehouses. The complete project will include 22 10-14 storey 
high-rise apartment and office buildings, 16 8-storey residential buildings 
with offices. There will also be facilities for police, ambulance services 
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and a fire station. The project will cost approximately 600 million pounds. 
[It will be self-financed, i.e., by selling the ‘Abd al-Mun'im Riyad blocks of 
the project of which five are ready. Half of the project has so far been 
wiidoved. Initial architectural studies conducted by the University of 
Aleppo school of engineering will be completed this month. The project's 
cornerstone will be laid next month, Some ancient buildings were kept intact 
in Bab al-Faraj. It was contracted to the military housing authority. 
AL-BA'TH will publish a detailed description of the Bab al-Faraj project due 
to its size and importance. 


2. The Municipal Building 


This will house the municipal government and the local government at one lo- 
cation in the center of the city to ease the citizens’ task in following up 
their cases. It will cost 70 million pounds. The projecc has started after 
signing the contract with the military housing authority. Leveling and bull- 
dozing operations are now underway. The project is scheduled for completion 
within 5 years. 


4. The Industrial Area 


‘he industrial area project in al-Shaykh Najjar is among the very important 

projects in ‘leppo. Most industries within the city limits will be transferred 

to it. Total size is one million square meters. It will include various in- 

dustries such as metalwork, metal turning, tricot, wooden furniture, tile, 
tergents, metal furniture and auto maintenance. It includes nearly 2000 

hops in addiitom to public utilities, squares and a technical school. It 


ill be 7 kilometers east of the city. The project is distinct in that its 
implementation is made possible through subscription, according to directives 
the prime minister. Those who will move into the project have already 
id 50 pounds per square meter and this is subject to increase or decrease. 


Vehicle Center 


is designed to regualte the taxi dispatch stands after bus dispatch cen- 
ets bave been regulated. This will facilitate price control and regularize 
transportation to help citizens. The project has been contracted to the 


military housing authority for 4 million pounds. Two years time is required 
to complete this work, 
» Services in the City 


car, in the city, there was construction and the antiquities in the city 
ceived attention. Construction of a fence around the castle and lighting 
up the castle was begun. The stage project for presenting shows similar to 
those presented in Ba'labakk was begun. The city suffers from the location 
o! the ratlway station in its center with railways intersecting it from north 
to south. A sidewalk and a fence have been constructed on both sides of the 
railway, trees were planted and lighting was installed. 
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Because of the Quwayq River open channel and the resultant hazards to health, 
it has been decided to cover it. This will cost 50 million pounds. Fifty 
percent of the project has been completed by the military housing authority. 
Furthermore, the highways to the city via A'zaz, al-Muslimiyyah, al-Bab and 

the Aleppo swimming pool have been finished and are 22 meters wide and 19- 

12 kilometers long. These roads were built with the municipality's own 
equipment, cadres and personnel, without resort to contractors. This cut costs 
to one quarter. Moreover, the city's streets are been repavec at a cost of 

6 million pounds. 


Popular Housing Units 


The Aleppo governor said that in accord with instructions from the president 
that no house or shop should be demolished without providing a substitute, the 
municipality has contracted with the military housing authority to build 300 
apartments and 220 shops at a cost of 11 million pounds in the two areas of 
Karm al-Qasab and al-Khalidiyah. These will be completed during the first 
quarter of 1980 and 1,050 housing units in the area of al-Sakhur are nearly 
completed, 


The municipality has paid attention in the new areas which are being developed 
$0 as to ensure all necessary services such as water, electricity and roads. 
The cost of sewage and road systems in the city and its popular and new areas 
is 3 million pounds. In addition the Aleppo municipality has started for the 
first time to allocate teelphone exchanges to the housing cooperatives, Con- 
tracts have been signed in order to put these tacilities into service as 

soon as possible, 


Economic Projects 


After this quick glimpse of the most important projects of the Aleppo 
governorate, the governor concldued his talk by noting the great achievements 
witnessed by Aleppo in the industrial field such as the glass, ETERNIT, tanning, 
and cable factories, the expansion of cement factories at al-Muslimiyah and 
al-Shaykh Sa'id, the factories for ready<to-wear colthes, batteries and tele- 
vision screens and the poultry farm. The cost of these projects is about 2 
billion dollars. 


Attention is also being focused this year on Aleppo International Airport. 
Necessary allocations have been made to expand the runway, to buy equipment 
and build warehouses , and 10 million pounds have been allocated for this pro- 
ject during 1978-1979, 


We shall return to the subject of Aleppo and its projects in more detail in 
tuture editions. 


5676 
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SYRIA 


BRIEFS 


WATER PROJECTS--The governor of Homs said that a comprehensive survey is under 
way for the drinking water projects in the governorate which have not been 
fully utilized, including the springs of al-Masturah, Umm Makhtul, Hadidah, 
and Ma‘yan which will provide drinking water for more than 60 villages. The 
zoal is to allocate necessary funds for these projects and bring water to 
villages located necessary funds for these projects and bring water to villages 
located near these springs. He said that technical personnel have been in- 
structed to start these projects within a short period of time. He stressed 
that more than 25 villages will get clean drinking water from these projects 
this year. At Dar'a, the city has been connected to the new water source 

near al-Muzayrib Lake in order to provide it with enough water. It should 

be noted that Dar‘a used to get its water from the al-Suwayda’ project which 
is near the pumping stations in al-Muzayrib. The department of housing and 
public utilities in al-Suwayda’ has begun work on the ‘Ayn al-Za‘rurah water 
project and has allocated 40,000 pounds for it. This project is scheduled 


‘or completion before the end of this year. [Text] [Damascus AL-BA'TH in 
Arabic 21 Jun 79 p 7] 8676 
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TUNISIA 


TUNIS DAILY COMMENTS ON YOUNG RESIGNATION, U.S. STAND ON PLO 
Tunis TAP in English 1356 GMT 28 Aug 79 LD 


[Text] Tunis, 28 Aug (TAP)--The Tunisian daily LA PRESSE tries this 
morning to analyse the reasons of the U.S. persistency in not recog- 
nizing the PLO. 


By gaining Andrew Young's departure, reckons the paper, various press 
groups and mainly the pro-Israeli groups obtained at the same time the 
end, at least temporarily, of an “opening” of the Washington foreign 
policy towards the PLO. 


For about 6 weeks, in July and August, the State Department and the 
White House have intentionally opened the door to contacts with the 
PLO in the prospect of a direct associating of the Palestinians with 
peace negotiations. This door has just been closed. Perhaps Young 
didn't know to what extent his friend Jimmy Carter is impulsive, per- 
haps he didn't understand that the White House was only putting out a 
feeler? But the reality of a reconciliation between Washington and 
the PLO in July is beyond doubt. By way of proof, let us mention that 
the U.S. ambassador to Austria admitted that he had met 3 times with 
member of the Palestinian National Council 'Isam as-Sartawi. That's a 
try for nothing for Carter. He nearly recognized the PLO, but he will 
recognize it one day anyway. He only wasted time. 
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WESTERN SAHARA 


POSSIBLE RABAT-NOUAKCHOTT MODUS VIVENDI ON SAHARA 
Paris LE MONDE in French 13 Aug 79 ppl, 3 


[Article by Bernard Guetta: "Rabat and Nouakchott Avoid Worsening the Dis- 
pute Aroused by the Agreement Between Mauritanic and the POLISARIO"] 


[Text] Although it was marked by a serious diplomatic incident which 
shortened it by several hours, the visit to Rabat on Friday, 10 August, 
of Lieutenant Colonel Heydalla, head of the Mauritanian Government, did 
not lead to the rupture which could have been provoked by the "surrender" 
criticized at Nouakchott by the Moroccan press after the signature on 

5 August, of a “peace treaty" between the POLISARIO and Mauritania. 

The two countries, while taking note of their disagreement and adhering 
to their positions, avoided exacerbating the dispute which divides them, 
and even undertook to “develop bilateral relations." 


Rabat. -- "Everything is going fine": while taking up this famous refrain, 
the Moroccan minister of foreign affairs, Mr Boucetta chose, without 
apparent malice, to draw up the balance sheet of the first discussions 
with Nouakchott since the agreement reached between the POLISARIO and 
Mauritania (LE MONDE of 7 Aug). It is 1 o'clock in the morning this 
Saturday, 11 August, in the waiting room for distinguished guests of 

tne Rabat airport. They have just bid farewell at the foot of the air- 
craft which will take the Mauritanian delegation home. 


Each side actually stuck to its positions, and on this point at least, 
the statement, long negotiated with his partners, which Heydalla had 
read before leaving Morocco, is unambiguous. 


‘Mauritania has renounced all claims to Tiris-Al-Gharbia and considers 
itself definitively disengaged from this conflict," explained the 

‘Mauritania prime minister to the Moroccan sovereign. "Morocco, while 

taking note of this new situation, intends to ensure the defense of its 
rights, of its territorial integrity with all of its means, and the 

defense of its security and stability in the region," Hassan II “reaffirmed” 
for his part. 
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Was the “fraternal message" of the president of the Military Committee 
of National Salvation, which Mr Heydalla transmitted to the king, 

of a nature to calm the fears of the Moroccans of seeing the POLISARIO 
establishing itself soon in the Tiris-Al-Charbia? Were details provided 
concerning the manner in which Mauritania envisages abandoning this 
territory and concerning the period of time in which it plans to do it? 
It is not known. Nothing had filtered through this Saturday morning, 
neither on the contents of the message nor on the tenor of the 2 hours 
of conversations which had taken place in the royal palace in an “atmos- 
phere of fraternal understanding." 


But for the moment they commenced, the tone had been set by the arrange- 
ment, 2 hours earlier, in the salons of a large Rabat hotel, of a 

press conference given by a representative of an Islamic and democratic 
front of Mauritania, hostile, one suspects, to the Algiers agreements. 

Lt Col Abdel Kader, former commander in chief in the time of President 
Ould Daddah of the Mauritanian Air Force -- who said he belonged to a 
“committee of free officers" -- launched an appeal, with all the facilities 
one could desire, for the resignation of the present government at 
Nouakchott, and denounced its “irresponsible and unworthy behavior in 
betraying alliances and violating international agreements." This 
warning, which could not be more clear even if it did not yet constitute 
a real threat, raised the tension enough so that the official dinner 
Friday evening was run off in barely an hour and the conversations there 
were most restrained and the Mauritanians left that very night instead of 
at least waitine until Saturday, as planned. 


Beyond these tensions and a disagreement which did not need to be 
confirmed, two points of the statement which Mr Heydalla had read 

are nevertheless worthy of attention: On the one hand it concerns the 
“commitment,” jointly assumed, to “undertake nothing which might affect 
the mutual security of the two countries," or in other words the refusal 
of any attempt at direct confrontation, and, on the other hand, the desire 
to develop within the bilateral framework "privileged relations" which 
Rabat commits itself even to maintaining while continuing its aid and 
cooperation. However formal this last intention may be, there is in it 
perhaps the outline of a realistic and profitable modus vivendi for both 
sides. 


6108 
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WESTERN SAHARA 


ALPS OPERATIONS REPORTED IN SADK COMMUNIQUE 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 10-11 Aug 79 p 5 
[Article: “An Account of ALPS Operations on the Northern Front”) 


[Text] According to the communique: "Since the opening of the Houari 
Boumediene offensive, ALPS [Saharan People's Liberation Army] has already 
liberated the major part of SADR [Sarahan Democratic Arab Republic) ter~ 
ritory which had been occupied, and is successfully working to further 
extend the liberated zones. This is witnessed by the successive libera- 
tions of Tifariti, Amgala, and Jdiria with their surrounding areas, since 
the beginning of the current year." 


"In the same way ALPS has intensified armed operations on the Moroccan 
occupation troops’ own territory, so that our fighting men attack their 
rear everywhere and penetrate very deeply into the Moroccan south. There, 
in response to the aggression and to the invasion of our country and acting 


in legitimate self-defense, our people had borne the battles during the 
sinter of 1975." 


Concerning the military operations led by the Saharan forces, the compunique 
ne.es that “ALPS started seven operations which resulted in very heavy 
losses for the Moroccan occupation troops in their own territory.” 


"On 6 July our forces violently attacked the Lebouirate stronghold where 
ALPS invaded and destroyed several posts and captured two Moroccan soldiers 
and recovered two 120 mm mortars, one 106 mm SR cannon, and three 12.7 m 
mechine guns, as well as ammunition of various calibers." 


uring the same operation, ALPS destroyed six armored cars and 15 enemy 
‘oop vehicles, killing 125 soldiers and seriously wounding numerous 
others.” 


"Operating in the same region 5 days later," adds the communique, "ALPS 
launched a lightning attack against the Moroccan occupation forces at a 
place called Khangat Mounissi, not far from Abattih, where an entire enemy 
unit was isolated and totally destroyed." 
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"On this occasion our forces captured 36 Moroccan soldiers, including 
four noncommissioned officers, and recovered arms and war materiel. The 
enemy forces lost 130 soldiers killed and as many wounded, 21 Land Rover 
wehicles, 12 Kaiser, Unimog, and VLRA trucks, three motor fuel tanks, 
two jeep-mounted 106 mm cannon, eight 12.7 mm ETMAC machine guns, four 
81 mm mortars, six 89 mm LRAC's, 56 FAL 7.62 om rifles, and 10 tons of 
amaunition.” 


“That same day and the next ALPS intensively pounded the Lensied garrison 
with heavy arms, killing nine Moroccan soldiers and wounding 13 others.” 


“On 14 Juiy 1979 ALPS launched an identical operation against the Abattih 
enemy garrison, which was subjected to intensive fire from large caliber 
arms during the entire day." 


"Various enemy installations were destroyed on this occasion. Twenty- 
four of their occupants were killed and more than 30 others were seri- 
ously wounded.” 


“Also on 14 July 1979 ALPS attacked and surrounded the important Moroccan 
troop garrison at Foum El Hassan, where the enemy positions and the locality 
were held for 5 hours by our valorous fighting men, who calmly proceeded 

to destroy the enemy's local installations. These were two barracks and 

a transmission base, a provision center and some motor fuel tanks, as well 
as seven heavy arms.” 


“During this operation, which resulted in the death of 120 Moroccan soldiers, 
ALPS captured 1 sergeant, 1 chief corporal, and 6 FAR [Royal Armed Forces) 
soldiers, and recovered from them 5 Land Rover vehicles, 3 AA machine 

guns, 1 LRC, 4 PA's, and 3 tons of ammunition.” 


“A week later, still in the Moroccan south, ALPS operated in Goulimine 
province where our valorous fighting men intercepted and attacked important 
enemy forces in a place called Likhneg Lekhal,” notes the communique from 
the SADR defense minister. 


"On this occasion ALPS captured 20 Moroccan soldiers, including several 
noncommissioned officers, and recovered from the enemy forces 5 Land 
Rover vehicles, 1 12) mm cannon, 2 12.7 om machine guns, 40 FAL rifles, 

2 89 mm LRAC's, 4 PA's, 3 transmission posts and some tons of ammunition.” 


"In the course of the same battles 120 Moroccan soldiers have been killed 
and more than 63 others have been wounded by our fighting men, who destroyed 
the following enemy troop's materiel: 10 trucks, 10 Land Rover vehicles, 

2 120 mm cannon, 1 106 mm cannon, and 2 81 mm mortars.” 


"In the SADR zones that are still occupied, ALPS centered its action 
against the positions and garrisons of the occupation troops at Bir Enzaran, 
Smara, and Bou~Craa.” 
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“Thus on 8 July 1979 ALPS attacked the entire enemy position around the 


Bou-Craa phosphate mine complex, partially destroying Moroccan guard post 
stations one, tvo, and three.” 


“The attack, which lasted almost 2 hours, resulted in enemy losses estimated 
at 135 soldiers killed, gore than 100 wounded, and the destruction of 
4 armored cars, 2 23mm batteries, 7 heavy pieces, and 19 vehicles.” 


“On the days of 10, 11, 15, and 31 July, ALPS pounded the enemy garrison 
at Bir Enzaren with heavy arms, where 10 Moroccan soldiers were killed, 

17? others were wounded, and 3 vehicles, 2 heavy pieces, and 1 sunitions 

depot were destroyed,” the document adds. 


“Parallel to these operations, ALPS seven times attacked the positions 


and installations of the troops occupying Smara. These attacks took place 
on 7, 9, 19, 21, 29, amd 30 July 1979." 


“The 19 July 1979 attack was particularly murderous for the enemy troops. 
Several of their positions were surrounded and occupied by ALPS, which 
captured 1 lieutenant, 2 noncommissioned officers, and 5 FAR corporals; 

and recovered from them 7 Land Rover and 2 Unimog vehicles, 4 81 om mortars, 
4 12.7 mm 30 caliber machine guns, 3 MG machine guns, 2 8 mm LRAC’s, 5 
transmission posts, and 4 tons of ammunition.” 


“in the course of these six operations against the enemy forces at Smara, 

ALPS inflicted very heavy losses on them in men and materiel estimated at: 
9? soldiers killed and 92 others seriously wounded; 15 vehicles, one 23 mm 
battery, three mortars, and seven cannon destroyed.” 


The SADR defense minister's communique then gives the list of the captured 
Moroccan soldiers and of about 20 others killed in the 19 July attack. 


“Captured Moroccan soldiers: Mouharrar Salah Ben Chergui, lieutenant; 

Zarrar Ahmed Ben Said, born 5 March 1956, adjutant; Tabaa Larbi Ben Bouaazza, 
mle 2008-60, sergeant; Dabouri Fares Ben Tahar, mle 1679-74, corporal; 

Darac Abdelatif Ben Hameida, mle 11-74, corporal; El Kahlaoui Med Ben 

Sabih Ben Madani, mle 52153-68; Noufigue Larbe Ben Belgassem, mle 20996-76, 
private.” 


“Moroccan soldiers killed: Mezaouaou Omar, mle 264816-1RG-2 DIR-2 Choc; 
Arouar Flal, mle 104-1RG-3 DIR 2 Choc; Selmi Mohamed, mle 1268]-1RG-3DIR- 
2 boc; Monir Bechir, mle 59422-1RG-3DIR-l1Choc; Salami Med Ali, mle 11820- 
| “C-3DIR-1Choc; Megari Abdelhadi, mle 18709-1RG-3DIR-2Choc; Elgharfouli 
*, mle 19257-1RG-3DIR-2Choc; Simow Adellih, mle 2776-1RG-3DIR-2Choc; 
Azougar Ahmed, military number missing, 1RG-3DIR~2Choc; El Abidi Med, mle 
9846- 1RG-3DIR-lChoc; Hajiou Ahmed, mle 324-1RG-3DIR-1Choc; Bedasiour Lahsen, 
mle 7128-76-1LRG-3DIR-I1Choc; Khalif Med, mle 52153-1RG-3DIf-\Choc; Majil 
Nourdine, mle 2535-1RG-3DIR-2Choc; Aady Hocine, mle 8785-1RG-3DIR-2Choc; 
Nmila Mustapha, mle 19030-1RG-3DIR-2Choc; Erguibi Driss, mle 20680-1RC- 
3JDIR-lChoc; Aziz Mouloud, mle 60246-1RG-3DIR-1Choc; Akhlidj Boutja, mle 
20999-1RG-3IDIR-1Choc; Abdelfam Mohamed, mle 20000-69-1RG-3DIR." 
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“In addition, during July 1979 the explosion of mines placed by our fighting 
men near the enemy positions have caused the destruction of five trucks 
and two Moroccan troop jeeps, with the death of 15 of their occupants.” 


The communique reports the human losses of the monarchist occupation 
troops, which have reached: “74 soldiers captured by ALPS including one 
lieutenant; 786 soldiers killce * including officers and noncommissioned 
officers; and more than 642 of ers wounded.” 


“The materiels destroyed were: 69 vehicles, 10 armored cars, three 23 mm 
batteries, 31 cannon and heavy mortars, two barracks, one transmission 
base, one provision center, and several motor fuel station. nd storage 
tanks.” 


"The materiels recovered by ALPS were: 14 trucks, 38 Land Rover vehicles, 
3 motor fuel reservoirs, 22 tons of various caliber ammunition, § trans- 
mission stations, 4 cannon including one 120 mm and 3 106 mum cannon, 

2 120 om and 8 8] mm mortars, 17 12.7 am, 3 A52, 4 W caliber, and 3 MAG 
machine guns, 11 89 om LRAC's, 96 FAL 7.62 am rifles, and 8 PA's.” 
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BRIEFS 


ATTACK ON EL BOULRAT--Yesterday the Saharan Ministry of Defense issued 
another statement on the outcome of the attack on the town of El Bouirat. 
The statement pointed out that all the military establishments in the 
town were destroyed. The statement said that when the Royal Forces 
retreated they left 562 soldiers on the battlefield, 45 armored vehicles, 
5? army trucks and 5 refrigerator trucks. The Saharan revolutionaries 
also seized 51 military trucks, 40 Landrovers and 2 jeeps equipped with 
wireless sets, 2 120-am guns, 5 106-mm guns, ° 8l-mm mortar guns, 

| 90-mm mortar gun, 12 light machineguns, 4 23-mm batteries, 16 12./7-cm 
heavy machineguns, 4 American 30-mm heavy machineguns, 5 A.A. 150 
machineguns, 270 automatic rifles, 5 rockets, 5 rifles, 100 automatic 
pistols, 114 revolvers, 52 radio sets, 105 tons of various caliber 
ammunition and 1 mine detector. [Algiers Domestic Service in Arabic 

1900 GMT 27 Aug 79 LD) Fresh details have been supplied by the POLISARIO 
Front today on its attack on Friday against the town of El Bouirst in 
southern Morocco. A communique from the Saharan Democratic Arabic 
Republic [SDAR]} Defense Ministry says approximately 600 Moroccan soldiers 
were killed. In acdition, 110 soldiers, including several officers, 

were taken prisomer during the operation. The POLISARIO Front was also 
able to seize a considerable quantity of military supplies. [Text] 
[Algiers Domestic Service in French 1900 GMT 27 Aug 79 LD] 


CS0: 64602 


170 











YEMAN ARAB REPUBLIC 


RURAL ELECTRIFICATION AGREEMENT SIGNED 
Sana’s AL~THAWRAH in Arabic 7 Aug 79 p 2 


[Unsigned Article: An Agreement for Yemeni Rural Electrification Project 
Is Signed] 


[Text) Am agreement between the public electricity boar. and an American 
consulting firm [House of American Knowledge] was signed yesterday norning. 
The agreement stipulates that the consulting firm will make a comprehensive 
survey for the Yeseni rural electr.fication project and draw up economic and 
social analyses for the establishment of 25 electricity projects in various 
rural areas of the republic. 


The cost of this study which will take 15 months is 6 million riyals. 


The International Bank will finance this study in addition to participating 
in the project's financing. Work will begin on this project following 
completion of the study. 


The agreement was signed for the public electricity board by Muhammad Hizar 
al-Stwhati, minister of the economy, and on behalf of the consulting firm by 
Yr Cecil [Bulker] the consulting firm's financial director. Muhammad Hasan 
Ba Sayd, the deputy chairman of the public electricity boarca, attended the 
‘igning ceremony. 


The minister of the economy, Muhammad Hizan al-Shuhati, said in 4 statement 
to the SABA’ news agency following the signing of the agree-er..: “Our 
concern for rural electrification stems from the national pr iitical leader- 
ship's concern, led by President ‘Ali ‘Abduliah Saleh, whd 4 attaches great 
importance to development of Yemeni rural areas and to sf ‘ying basic 
services to all citizens, rural and urban, so that every pe. t of our country 
may enjoy prosperity and material wellbeing.” 


The minister added: “Undoubtedly these goal will enable us to achieve 
significant changes in owr Yemeni society so that it can parallel the 
developments of the age in which we live both on the Arab and the inuter- 
national levels.” 
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